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THE EYE 

He’s hip, 


he’s cool 


"lories turn on MPs 

A Conservative version of the peasants* revolt 
convulsed the party conference in Blackpool yesterday. 
Representatives attacked the disloyal behaviour of 
grandees and MPs - described by Lord Archer as 
forming “a circular firing squad" - and promised then- 
new leader William Hague that he would not have to 
endure what John Major had gone through. A rule 
change for future leadership contests suggested by 
Lord Archer, giving grassroots Tories half the votes 
would, if implemented, make Mr Hague more secure 
and might end the Tory habit of disposing of their 
leaders by parliamentary putsch. Page 6 


Hunger in Paradise 


People in the remote and beautiful highlands of Papua 
New Guinea are dying of hunger, as the long dry spell 
caused by B Nino, the weather-changing phenomenon, 
destroys the crops. Richard Lloyd Parry, the first 
Western reporter to gain access to an area where 
tragedy looms, files his exclusive report on page 5.‘ 


The supercashcard 


The Royal Bank of Scotland’s 2L5 million customers - 
yesterday became the only group in the UK with free, 
access to any of the country's 22,000-plus cash 
machines. Britain is the only country in the world to 
have a cash machine network which is not available to 
anyone with a cashpoint card. Page 22 


Market crash warning 

The stockmarket took fright yesterday when Alan 
Greenspan, the influential chairman of the US Federal 
Reserve, delivered a shock warning that America's . 
economic boom was unsustainable. With the tenth 
anniversary of the last crash approaching, his remarks 
were seen as a deliberate effort to puncture Wall 
Street's share bubble. Shares duly dived. Page 22 


Decaf coffee beans 

First genetically cloned sheep. Now caffeine-free 
coffee beans. It may sound like a fantasy but ForBio, a 
small Australian biotechnology company, has found a 
way of growing coffee beans without the caffeine and 
improving the flavour of the world's favourite beverage 
to boot. Not surprisingly the worWs biggest coffee 
producers who spend billions on chemically removmg 
caffeine are sniffing around. Page 24 


SEEN & HEARD 


l fahes may be changing, bet the Wee Frees are noc 

i about » give up their hard line on dancing. Grooving 

' on the dance floor is as sinful as ever in the <*es of 
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. And. lest 
anyone forget, the current issue a ™IF“ 

hidudes a reprinted article on the tubjea from the 

OTK people who attend all sorts of .fences are 
Srihi frivolous, the empty-headed, *. va,n *e 

taken to the dance floor recenuy 



WEATHER The Eye, page 10 

TELEVISION The Ey* F& V- 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 
rheEye,.page9 
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A new ruling from the Lord Chief 



Justice: Let’s talk about dope 
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joint effort: Hie painter Caroline Coon, founder of Release, the drugs advice charity, who is supporting the campaign to legalise marijuana 


Photograph: David Rose 


The country^ most senior judge g 
called for an open debate on F 

decriminalising the use of . * 

cannabis, Our Legal Affairs s 

Editor says Lord Bingham has ._ . c 

reignited a controversial debate b 
that the Government wishes . 
would go away. ■ 


Yesterday's statement by the Lord Chief 
Justice gave a significant boost to -the 
growing campaign for the decriminaii- 
sation of soft drugs. “It is a subject that 
deserves, in my judgment, detached, ob- 
jective, independent consideration," he 
said. ; 

The campaign to ditch a law which to 
-many has belong discredited, has been 
- led by the Independent, on Sunday and a - 
growing number of celebrities and pub- 
lic figures in the fece of government hos- 
tility., .... 

High-profile figures, such as Sir Paul 
McCartney, have declared their backing 
for the decriminalisatjon of cannabis. But 
the Lord Qlief Justice’s support farads^ 
tailed examination of the subject is the 
: first contribution to the current debate 
from a senior member of the legal es- 
tablishment 

■ Others backing the campaign range 
right across public life, and include the 
authors Martin Amis and Fay Weldon, 
Alan Yentob, director of television at the 
BBC playwnght Haroid Pinter, Sir Kit 
McMahon, former chairman of the Mid- 
land Bank, actor Richard Wilson, the 
Body Shop owner Anita Roddick and 
Richard Branson. 

Lord Bingham emphasised that he was 
not expressing a concluded view on de- 
cnnunalsation, but welcomed the recent 
decision by the independent Police Foun- 
dation to mount an inquiry into the en- 
tire issue. 

"It may very well be that the result of 
. such consideration would be that to tin- 
Jjer with the current prohibition would be 
" madness, but that doesn't seem to me an 
argument against considering the sug- 


gestion," he said during his second set- 
piece news conference, which is now to 
become an annual autumn event 

If an objective, independent study 
showed that existing law was 100 per cent 
correct, that would reassure everybody, 
he said. 

- His remarks came less than a week af- 
ter Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, ruled 
out any moves rewards decriminalisation 
of cannabis in his speech to the Labour 
Party conference, and a week ahead of 
the appointment of the new "drugs tsar" 
who win co-ordinate a Whitehall-wide of- 
fensive- to combat drug abuse. 

Tony Blair and his Government have 
fought, shy of the subject ever since 
Clare Short, now Secretary of State for 
International Development, dared to 
.speculate openly about legalising 


PATRICIA 
WYNN DAVIES 


cannabis while Labour was in opposition. 
Only the Liberal Democrats support a 
full-scale inquiry by a Royal Commission; 
the study commissioned by the Police 
Foundation, which receives financial 
backing from the Prince of Wales’ Thist, 
has already been dubbed the "unofficial” 
Royal Commission. 

In the last fortnight, however, two 
Labour backbenchers, fctul Flynn, MP for 
Newport West and Gordon Prentice, MP 
for Pendle, have put their heads above 
the parapet and joined the campaign for 
decriminalisation launched by the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday a fortnight ago. 

Mike Goodman, of Release, the drags 
advice charity, welcomed the Lord Chief 
Justice’s remarks. “3 think it is a re- 
freshingly candid contribution to one of 
the most important debates at the mo- 
ment,” he said. 

But Mr Straw has branded the de- 
criminalisation lobby “irresponsible”, 
warning that consumption would go up, 


leading to high rates of absenteeism, ag- 
gravation of mental Qlness and more peo- 
ple switching to hard drags. 

Jane Betts, the mother of Leah Betts, 
who died after taking ecstasy at her 18th 
birthday party, said: “I view with worry 
proposals like this because very often the 
outcome is predetermined.” 

The Conservative home affairs 
spokesman. Sir Brian Mawhinney. said: 
“This party does not believe that drugs 
should be decriminalisecL’ , ' 

Brian Mackenzie^ president of the Po- 
lks Superintendents’^ Association, said be 
opposed any move towards decriminal- 
isation. “Any relaxation in the attitude to- 
wards prosecuting people for the 
possession of drugs would be a wrong 
step. It would send totally the wrong sig- 
nal. 

“By all means have a debate, but I 
think the vast majority of the public agrees 
with ns and.is against legalisation or de~ 
criminalisation. lb do so would simply in- 
crease drugs usage and that would be a 
mad move.” 

A spokesman for the Association of 
Chief Rrfce Officers said: “More research 
is always welcome in any area, but we sup- 
port the Government’s policy and oppose 
the concept of decriminalisation.” 

Lord Bingham afeo used the press con- 
ference re welcome the Government’s de- 
cision to make the European Convention 
on Human Rights a part of British law 
while warning of the consequences for the 
media. "I do think this wiD lead inevitably 
to the development in this country of a 
law of privacy," he said. But he empha- 
sised that the convention also protected 
the press’s right re free speech. 

“What is going to have to be con- 
fronted is the demarcation boundary be- 
tween free speech and privacy,” he said. 
In deciding which side to come down on, 
the courts would apply a test of public in- 
terest, he said. 

Tire reporting of wrongdoing byan in- 
dividual iu public office would be con- 
sidered re be in the public interest and 
justify intrusion into their privacy but the 
same would not apply to matters affect- 
ing their private lives which did not af- 
fect their office, he said. 
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From £450 - £650 
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Sapphire Crystal Glass 
100 Metres Water Resistancy 
Concealed Clasp 
Screw-In Crown 


The Maurice Lacroix Swiss watch collection can be found 
in selected branches of the Goldsmiths Group, the 
largest network of Authorised Agents in the country. 
The Goldsmiths Group is one of the country’s leading 
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%. COLUMN LONE PEOPLE 

Thieves fiy away home 
with £30,000 pigeon 

To you it may be only a pigeon. Bat to Keith Huner it was a “golden 
egg , a bird that made his dreams come true, a champion among cham- 
pions - not to mention the fact that it was worth £30 000. 

It was Red Daniel, an eight-year-old racing pigeon and the object of 
desire to r a gang of thieves who breached Mr Timers security cordon 
to snatch the bird and £70,000 worth of other top breeding pigeons. 

The gang struck in driving rain in the early hours of Tuesday. Its mem- 
„ 7J l,k ? , ?? ke °ther racing pigeon fenders - had probably been to 
Red Darnels loft in Fingringhoe, Essex, before because they knew all 
about the light sensors which would have alerted Mr Turner in his bed, 
and they managed to avoid them. 

. n Th ere was just One blind spot, but they seemed to know all about 
it, said Mr Turner. “Now they've taken the backbone of my stock - a 
life’s work.’’ 

The thieves took Red Daniel and 15 pairs of breeding pigeons, leav- 
ing behind only one of Red’s offspring, probably by actidenL It was no 
accident, however, that they targeted the loft in the first place because 
Red Daniel is a former British champion racing pigeon. And that makes 
him proportionately as valuable in his sport as a thoroughbred racehorse 
stud is in his. 

Racing pigeons is a lucrative sport, with purses in many races reach- 
ing thousands of pounds. The world's biggest prize is for a mfllion-dollar 
race in Africa where birds are taken as chicks and Raised in one 
loft until ready to race; the first back to the loft makes its owner very 
wealthy. 

“Red Daniel was like a golden egg to me,” said Mr Turner, 51, a for- 
mer railway worker. “Whenever I needed anything. I’d advertise some 
of his ducks in the paper and within one or two phone calls they'd be 
gone. They fetched £500 each. 

“I feel absolutely devastated about the loft A bird like Red Daniel 
is one in 10,000. 1 doubt Fli ever be able to raise one like him again.” 

The thieves wiD have stolen Mr Turner’s birds to enrich their own sfrirtr 
But, like the crooks who stole the racehorse Shergar, they won’t be able 
to sell Red Daniel on the open market and they will not be able to cash 
in on his breeding potential; they can hardly tell a potential buyer that 
a stolen bird, however good, sired a chick. 

Eventually, however, if they win enough races with Red Daniels' off- 
spring, those birds will attain a breeding value of their own. 

Nevertheless, they will have a long way to go before attaining the sort 
of superstar status reserved for Invincible Spirit, a bird bought for £1 10.000 
after defeating 27,000 other birds to win the 719 mile Barcelona In- 
ternational classic race in 1992. He was snapped up by the MassarelJa 
family for their £lm pigeon breeding centre, Louella Pigeon World in 
Loughborough, Leicestershire. Invincible Spirit lives in a secret loft, hid- 
den somewhere on the estates owned by the Massarella family in Le- 
icestershire. Yorkshire and Scotland. Security men are on 24-hour duty 
with at least one member of the Massarella family always on instant call. 

One of the perks of the pigeon’s job is that he never has to race again 
- for to lose him would be disastrous. Instead, eight carefully selected 
hens, champions or the daughters of champions, are taken to him each 
year for breeding purposes- If everything goes well, and it usually does, 
every hatched bird has the potential to become a golden pigeon in its 
own righ t. Each of Invincible Spirit’s 400 expected offspring fe tch £5.000 
from breeders. „ ^ _ 

None of which provides any consolation for Mr TUrner. His flock wasn't 
insured - no company will take h chance on racing-pigeon losses - but 
he always has a faint hope that Red Danielmight escape. For if he does, 
he will surely find his way home. 
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HEALTH 


— 1 Instant death 9 warning on solvents 


A new, hard-hitting health warning is to be printed on glue and lighter fuel 
products following new evidence of widespread solvent abuse among teenager*. 
, A report published yesterday claims the problem is being overshadowed by 

- public concern over drug abuse although solvent abuse kills more people 
. than heroin and ecstasy combined. Latest figures show that more than one 

person a week is kffled as a result of solvent abuse. 

The research, carried out by the solvent industry, estimates around 25,000 
people are abusing solvents every year, but researchers admit that figure is 
.“probably conservative”. Manufacturers have responded by announcing fee 
warning to be printed on products - “Solvent abuse can kill instantly”. 

- The labels wiD be put on items such as aerosols including bairsprayffighter 
fftrid, correction fluid and petroL Ann Robinson, director general of the British 
Retail Consortium, said; “The BRC lakes the issue of solvent abuse veiy 
seriously.’* 


e 


1 1 



Cheers: Television executive Greg Dyke, before his link with the NHS Photograph: Reuters 

TV chief charts new course in the health service 


The man who brought Roland Rat to our televi- 
sion screens has been pot in charge of reworking 
the Patient's Charter in time for the 50th anniver- 
sary of the NHS next year. 

Greg Dyke, chairman and chief executive of Pear- 
son TV, will work with a panel of advisors from the 
health professions, patients’ organisations, the 
NHS and with consumer groups to draw up the new 
standards. 

The new NHS charter will emphasise the re- 
sponsibilities of patients as well as tbeir rights, will 
keep standards for waiting times and include mea- 
surable standards of care. 

“The Patient's Charter at the moment needs to 
be simplified and made clearer to consumers,” said 
Mr Dyke. “It is the mood of the times that rights 
and obligations are included in the new charter.” 

He said that he was a “great fen” of the NHS. 
“I am a consumer, not a health expert which is, I 
think, why I have been asked to take this on.” He 
said that although he belonged to a private health 


Best kicks off 
in Italian wine 
business 

After years spent indulging in the 
finest tipples on the market, 
George Best, the legendary foot- 
baller, has gone into the. .wine,-,, 
selling business. 

The former Manchester Unit- 
ed striker (right) has become a 
sleeping partner in a West London 



scheme through his work he did use NHS services. 

But Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for 
Health, warned yesterday that patients must recog- 
nise that they have obligations.as well as rights in 
the National Health Service, and did not rule out 
sanctions against patients who felled to cancel. ap- 
pointments, abused nurses or turned up drtwkin 
Accident and Emergency Departments. 

“We all have responsibilities as well as rights,” 
said Mr Dobson. “If you have an appointment at 
outpatients and you simply don’t turn up it is not 
just harmful for you, a nuisance for staff, but also 
another patient who might have been seen won’t 
have been seen,” be said. “People do things which 
are positively harmful. We are saying you should 
not turn up drunk at A&E, you should not duff up 
nurses." 

He said that some people did support sanctions 
against patients that behaved in this way although 
others felt it might “do more harm than good”. 

— Qenda Cooper 


Prize poet takes 
the rap 

Tbd Hughes, Britain's most pres- 
tigious poet, could find himself 
competing against rap artists at 
next year’s poetry “Oscars" fol- 
lowing the success of Jamie 
.McKendrick. a rival poet, who 
won £10.000 for his collection 
The Marble Fly at lust night's For- 
ward poetry' awards. 

William Sicghart. poetry cru- 
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Fanners could find themselves without a market if they start sowing genet- 
ically modified crops, campaigners warn today. A report published by Friends 
of the Earth claims public opposition to genetically engineered food is grow- 
ing across Europe amid fears over the possible health and environmental 
consequences of “tampering" with nature. 

Campaigners will be lobbying farmers at the National Farmers Union to- 
day in a bid to urge them not to rush ahead with the introduction of GM 
crops. Report author Rite Riley said the issue had to be debated now, be- 
fore farmers were given permission to sow GM crops in the UK. “Only one 
or two things need to go wrong to cause real environmental and health prob- 
lems. The protest today is part of a fortnight of global action by campaign- 
ers. The European Union is considering whether to force food manufacturers 
to label all products containing GMOs. 

F OOT BALL 

Sorry, ref ... the earth wobbled ... 

En gla nd’s chances in the crucial World Cup qualifier in Rome could be af- 
fected by earth tremors, a seismologist said yesterday. 

Two full-scale earthquakes that struck central Italy yesterday were strong 
enough to be felt more than 60 miles away in Rome where Saturday's match 
lakes place. “If there was a crucial penalty and_an earthquake struck the 
penalty-taker might miss, but it would have to be at that exact second," said 
Glen Ford, a British Geological Survey seismologist. Mr Ford, who is Scot- 
tish. added: “I think if England don’t win, they’d probably be scraping the 
barrel to blame it on an earthquake.” 
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EYE ON 


The star at the centre of this pic- 
ture is brighter than 10 million 
Suns, and so big that if it were 
at the centre of our solar sys- 
tem it would swallow the Eanh. 
Yet it has taken the power of 
the Hubble Space Telescope to 
produce this detailed imag** of 
the “Pistol Star", which lies 
about 25,000 light-years away 
from Earth, towards the centre 
of our galaxy, the Milky Way. 

Astronomers reckon that it 
is only between one and three 
million years old, and that 
when it originally formed it may 
have had a mass up to 200 times 
greater than our Sun's -before 
it threw off much of that in a 
series of violent eruptions. 

Those eruptions formed the 
pink “clouds" which appear to 
surround the star - a stellar neb- 
ula which the HST had to peer 
through in order to determine 
the detail of the picture; the Pis- 
tol star is not visible to the eye, 
but lies beyond the constella- 
tion Sagittarius, in the dust 
clouds of the Milky Way. The 
HST detected it using the in- 


fra-red rays that penetrate the 
dust and Teach Earth. 

The star is so energetic that 
ii gives off as much energy in 
six seconds as our Sun does in 
a whole year. The nebula is so 
big - four light-years across - 
that it would nearly span the 
distance from the Sun to Alpha 
Centauri, the nearest star to 
Earth's solar system. 

“This star may have been 
more massive than any other 
star, and now it is without 
question still among the most 
massive - even at the low end 
of our estimates," says Don 
Figer of the University of Cal- 
ifornia at Los Angeles. "Its for- 
mation and life stages will 
provide important tests for 
new theories about star birth 
and evolution." 

A few million years is a re- 
markably early age for a star to 
be so energetic. Its size also in- 
dicates that in a few million 
years it will certainly explode as 
a supernova, throwing out its 
contents in a massive explosion. 

— Qrories Arthur 
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The Queen says the world is changing too 
fast. But wasn’t it ever thus? 
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Gary Oldman’s 
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Anyone who has had to 
ask a five-year-old how 
to program the video, or 
stared in horror at a 
computer screen, will 
empathise. But was the 
Queen right when she 
said society was moving 
too fast for “older 
people**? Jojo Moyes hears 
that her grandmother 
was probably saying the 
same thing. 


The Queen’s admission yester- 
day that even she felt bewil- 
dered by the rapid rate of 
technological change brought a 
clamour of agreement from 
those still stuck on the hard 
shoulder of the information 
superhighway. 

In a speech to Pakistan s Par- 
liament, the Queen, 71, said: “I 
sometimes sense that the world 
is changing almost too fast for 
its inhabitants, at least for us 

older ones." . , 

The veteran wnter and 

broadcaster Ludovic Kennedy, 
77. was among those who 


agreed. “What she has said is 
absolutely right- For old dogs 

like us, new tricks are simply un- 
acceptable,” he said. “The 

world is changing so fast we just 

can't keep pace with it ... I can’t 
even cope with a word proces- 
sor, never mind the Internet. 
Everything is getting more and 
more complicated.” 

According u> the Age Con- 
cern spokesman Margaret 
McLellan, many elderly people 
felt the same way. “Feeling too 
old to catch up with the mod- 
ern world can begin when peo- 
ple are as earty as 40 or 50, and 
it is a feeling which gets worse - 
as people get older,” she said 
"But there should be a choice 
— some people see new devel- 
opments as a challenge and tty 

very hard to bridge the age gap” 
According to Dr Jon Tbrney, 
lecturer in science communi- 
cation at University College 
London, much of the disquiet 
felt by the elderly today has to 

do with the biotechnological 

changes that have sped through 
since the 1980s. “I suspect the 
feeling is keener and more af- 
fecting now than it has been in 
the past. If you went back 100 
years there was disquiet about 


changing belief systems, fallout 
from the discovery of deep 
time and Darwinian theory. 
But science and technology 
were seen as the arbiters of 
progress. Everyone was opti- 
mistic," Dr Turney said. 

“Now the changes come so 

thick and fast that people are as 

much bewildered as anything. 
There is a sense that there is 
more science, more technology 
rushing along doing threat en i n g 
things. Developments in Ho-sd- 

ences are seen as as much of a 
thr^r as a promise; Tradition- 
al categories get broken down 
... and there is the question of 
what reproductive technology is 
doing to the family. People 
find this very disquieting.” 

But according to William 
Brock, Professor of the Histo- 
ry of Science at Leicester Uni- 
versity, one could have heard 
the same sounds of disquiet 150 
years ago -when people adapt- 
ed to tbs advent of “high speed" 

railways, and subsequently elec- 
tricity, and telephones and tbeir 
lives changed beyond recogni- 
tion. 

“There were huge changes 
I taking place to people's lives. 
i With railways [in the 1840s] you 




Forget 

suburbia: let’s 
i live in subtopia 


p»» of change: Getting to gnps with three^mensional web page, in Deutaih 

traffic-calming man bearing a red flag 1 — — — ~~ 


had speed for the fast time, and 

people were generally fright- 
ened of it," Professor Brock 
said. “Many talked about the 
new technology with some dis- 
may."” 

But not all older people are | 

pessimistic about their posi- 
tion in the Brave New World. 
The former TV campaigner 
Mary Wbitehouse, 87, said the 
elderly should not just give up- 
“All it takes is a bit of teamwork 
between the young and the 
old,” she said. 
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While for those who can, it will soon 
be possible to e-mail your fridge 

— — — 1 thp. death knell for telecc 


A high-speed, low-cost 
connection to the 

Internet via your 

electricity meter? Chart's 
Arthur, Science Editor, 
looks at a breakthrough 
by an electricity 

generator and a 

telecommunications 

company. 
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the death knell for telecomms I 
companies, since everyone who 

wants to get on the Net will have 

electricity. But even Ncaweb dis- 
agrees. “1 think the demand for 
the Internet is such that this will 


Olfeteconi 

exchange 


sfe;--- 


j^urfawrorite afternoon pro- 

sssSSs 


*rs 


luuon 

when the ^? c 5jf I ? e i eC oBtrns 

ss£s;ss 

Sato % 

telephone 

-SSSSSTi— * 




-55*23* 

sskssss* 

feasmaUboxatthemeter.and 

a computer cable and card for 

their PC ■ _ 

“Tve been in telecomms re- 

search and developownl 

Net becomes evaythiDgtota 

been promised; you ego down- 
load video and CDs, play 
speed . g»m» hold 
videoconferences. ■ . 

Thou# the initial use, m te- 
als u, 2,000 homes mNoiwetfs 
heartland *m the north-west of 
England next spring, wH sun- 
dvbeto provide a high-speed 
internet link for home com- 
outers, John Laycockf a senior 
researcher at. Nortel, said: 


IPCwMiPCcaid 


“Having an Internet address for 
every plug in the home would 
be the Utopia." 

That would allow the ulti- 


mate conne«euuu»i*-, — 

you could e-mail fridge@home, 
and study the picriire relayed by 
the videocamera to see if you 
need milk; or turn the lights off 

and burglar alarm on, afl from 

a remote location, using your 


JLU 1 U- no ’ t y" 

livery systems," said Peter Dud- 
ley, a rice-president. 

People are definitely keen to 
gpt onto the global network - 
something which advertisers 
have been quick to recognise. 
A survey released yesterday 
showed that advertisers spent 
$214.4 million (£1 34m) for 
“banners” on Internet sites 
from April to June. Tbe total for | 
the first half of the year was 
$344m - a 322 per cent increase 
from the first half of 1996. 

The total figures, collated by 
Coopers & Lybrand, are mod- 
est compared to the billions 
spent on other forms of adver- 
tismg- 

But it’s growth that matters. 
In the second quarter of 1996, 
advertisers spent just $52m to 
buy space on popular sites on 
the IntemeL Such explosive 

. i j •- -i • mmHitinn 



Closed Cup Mushrooms 50% extra jree 
Kebabs. TSOgjbrthepriceofBOOg £1-69 

Mash together 17Sg brie and jmdy diced smaU green pepper 
with salt and pepper to taste. 

Use to saadsrichU pairs of dosed cup mushrooms togrthnn »Ri» 

Thread three pairs onto 4 skewers with a cherry toma o 

kebabs. Place under a inodeititegriUjOT 5 mitrotes-Sei^iniineaMtdy 

| with glaze and nwhed cheese spooned over the top. ^ ^ 
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see how wiring systems in 
homes aff^t date transmis- 
sion. 

.. . initially the two companies 
, will aim to offer a flat-rate, per- 
manent connection to fo- 
teroet for Norweb customers 

vto want iL They have tested 

'it and found it does not mter- 
' fere with any domestic apph- 
ances such as stereos or radios. 
The system nigh 1 


me iniemeu owm 
growth could signal a revolution | 
in the way advertisers reach us 
- and, perhaps, the ways we try 
to avoid them. 

Many advertisers still use the 

“banner" approach,, buying 

space at the top of the most pop- 
ular Web sites - notably those 
used to search for material on 
the Net. The survey found that 
consumer advertising account- 

. * am a tha cnpnn. 


per cent, computers 21 per 
cent, and new media and 
telecomms 7 per cent each. 
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And if you like the recipe above you’Ujind many 
other ideas in the special vegetable supplement jree with 
October’s Sainsbury’s The Magazine. Eating up your 
greens will never be the same again. 
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Egon Ronay forces guide 
publishers to close 


The food critic Egon Ronay has 
forced the publishers of his 
world-famous restaurant guides 
io dose down after a High 
Court judge was told their 
methods “stink". 

Mr Ronay claimed that 
Leading Guides International 
failed to pay promptly the in- 
spectors who tour Britain filing 
reports for the guides. 

He said the company owed 
him more than £37.000 and al- 
most £200,000 to 20 creditors. 

The company bad claimed 
that it was already in voluntary 
liquidation and would be able 
to pay off its debts - some of 
which were owed to the food in- 
spectors - within a year. 

But James Munby QC. for 


Mr Ronay, said: “This is a 
matter which stinks and is a ray 
with a crying need for a com- 
pulsory liquidation so that a 
wholly independent liquidator 
can investigate matters." 

He said “sinister connota- 
tions” could be read into the 
company changing its name 
after it was served with the first 
winding-up petition and again 
after the current one. 

Mr Munby called for an in- 
dependent investigation, claim- 
ing that the company bad been 
involved in unlawftil trading 
while insolvent, had used its 
complex group structure to the 
detriment of creditors, and that 
the £400,000 offer was put up 
to avoid independent scrutiny. 


Granting a compulsory 
winding-up order, Mr Justice 
Rattee said: “The evidence as 
a whole points to there being 
very grave arspidons of the pro- 
priety of this company." The or- 
der was opposed by Richbell, 
an associated company of 
Leading Guides, which 
it was owed £2m . 

Mr Ronay founded the 
guides in 19S6 and sold them 
in J 985 to the AutomobOe As- 
sociation, which in turn sold 
them to Leading Guides, now 
known as Global Infocom Ltd. 
Mr Ronay, who was awarded 
punitive costs, said he would 
make an announcement today 
about the future of the books. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 


Heroin gangs blamed for eight murders 


At least eight murders in Lon- 
don during the past three years 
are believed io be linked to the 
thriving Turkish-controlled 
heroin trade, one of the coun- 
try's most senior police officers 
said yesterday. 

Up to 80 per cent of the 
heroin entering Britain is con- 
trolled by Turkish gangs based 
in the capital and the South- 
east, according Lo the Nation- 
al Criminal Intelligence Service 


(NCIS). About 20 criminal 
families and gangs are under- 
stood to be responsible for 
controlling (he drugs which 
are being smuggled into the UK 
in record amounts. 

The new director of NCIS, 
John Abbot, disclosed that his 
organisation was becoming in- 
creasingly concerned about the 
heroin trade and Turkish or- 
ganised crime. He also dis- 
closed that the majority of the 


150 criminal gangs that NCIS 
targets were not run by tradi- 
tional gangster families, in the 
tradition of the Krays. He 
added that the criminal group- 
ings can range from three to 200 
members. 

After London, the north- 
west of England, particularly 
Merseyside and Manchester, 
had the highest concentration 
of organised criminals. 

— Jason Bennetto 



Room to grow: One of London Zoo’s two giraffe 
calves with his mother. Dawn, yesterday. A naming 
competition is being launched Photograph: Nicola Kura 
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Diana police search for 
112,000 Fiat Unos 


Police investi gating the death of 

Diana, Princess of Wales, are 
trying to trace 112,000 Flat 
Unos - every car of that type 
ever registered in the greater 
Paris area. 

Investigators believe that a 
Fiat Uno may unwittingly have 
caused the accident on 31 Au- 
gust which killed Diana, her 
companion Dodi Fayed, and the 
driver, Henri PauL 

Tbe possibility that a second 
car was involved has never 
been completely excluded and 
is now being taken more and 
more seriously by tbe era min - 
Log judge and detectives lead- 
ing the inquixy. 

Fragments of yellow plastic 
from the tail light of a Fiat Uno 
were found near the crash 
scene, alongside glass from the 


front headlight of the Mercedes 
which was carrying Diana’s 
party. In the last few days, a po- 
lice laboratory has identified a 
streak of white paint found on 
the right wing of the Mercedes 
as possibly coming from a Fiat 
Uno (although it could also 
have come from several other 
makes of car). 

The evidence is sufficiently 
strong for Judge Hervf Stephan 
to order police to locate every 
Fiat Uno registered in the Be 
de France in the 11 years in 
which the car was manufac- 
tured, from 1983 to 1994. 

Investigators believe that 
the Mercedes, travelling at up 
to lOOmph to escape pursuing 
press photographers, may have 
clipped the slower-moving Fiat 
just before it entered an under- 


Schoolgirl joins board of Mensa 
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A 17-year-old schoolgirl has be- 
come the youngest Mensa 
member to be elected to its rul- 
ing body. 

Haylcy Abdullah, an A-lev- 
el pupil who joined the 61ite 
club when she was just 10, was 
picked for the Mensa board in 
an election by 2J500 of society’s 
members. 

Hayley, from Peterborough, 


Longer term 
for dangerous 
prisoner 

Britain's most dangerous pris- 
oner — who has bent cell 
doors with his bare hands - 
had seven years tagged on to 
his jail sentence yesterday 
after admitting Laking three 
fellow inmates hostage in a 
bid to escape. 

Michael Peterson, who 
changed his name to Charles 
Bronson, told prison officers 
that he had had “a bad day- 
after bundling the captives 
into his cell and threatening 
to snap their necks and cut 
their throats unless he was 
freed. 

Bronson, 44, has spent 21 
of the past 25 years in solitary 
confinement because of dan- 
gerous behavioural problems, 
a court at the Old Bailey was 
told. 

On 27 September last 
year, he exploded into a rage 
shortly after breakfast at Bel- 
maish Prison, south-east Lou- 
don, grabbing two Iraqi 
prisoners and his only 
“friend” before tying them up 
and demanding a helicopter 
and a sub-machine gun. 

Jeremy Donne, for the 
prosecution, said Bronson 
first said he intended flying to 
Cuba in the helicopter before 
changing his plan and asking 
to be taken to Heathrow, 
from where a jet was sup- 
posed lo fly him to Libya. 

If his demands were not 
met within an hour, he told 
negotiators: “You will hove lo 
bring in four bodyguards and 
four body hags- 1 have a blade 
and will cut them up. None of 
us are going to leave, even if 
it means me getting one in the 
head. 1 am number one 
hoslagc-laker.” 

Eventually, he surren- 
dered without further inci- 
dent. 

Asked how he pleaded to 


Cam bridgeshire, has applied to 
Cambridge University to study 
law and counts learning Chi- 
nese among her hobbies. 

She said: “I felt that there 
□ceded to be more things done 
for junior members of Mensa, 
and that I had an ideal oppor- 
tunity to ensure they were fair- 
ly represented. 

“I hope for Mensa to grow 



Charles Bronson: Britain’s most disruptive prisoner 


charges of threatening to kill 
the hostages, he replied: 
“Guilty - as guilty as OJ 
Simpson" and “Guilty - as 
guilty as Adolf Hitler." 

The Iraqi prisoners are ac- 
cused of hijacking a Sudan 
Airways jet lo London last 
year. 

Mr Donne said Bronson 
was considered by the Prison 
Service to be the most dis- 
ruptive inmate in the country. 

He was transferred to Bel- 
marsh in 19% where gover- 
nors and prison staff put a 
groat deal of effort into his 
social development. But. he 
added, Bronson “had a clear 
problem in getting on with 
other prisoners. 

“He is a large, strong man 
who keeps himself extreme- 
ly fit and has been known to 
bend cell doors with his bare 


hands,” Mr Donne told the 
court. 

“Because of his strength 
and unpredictable behaviour 
and attitude to other prison- 
ers, be has spent 21 of his last 
25 years m segregated units - 
effectively in solitary con- 
finement." 

Isabella ForshalL for the 
defence, said Bronson had 
told her: “It was a bad day. I 
hope it will never happen 
again." 

She said bis management 
in prison had sometimes been 
exacerbated by additions 
and prolonged isolation 
which left him phobic with 
other people. He was so iso- 
lated, he once asked for a 
blow-up doll - not for sexual 
reasons, but for someone lo 
talk to. It was not granted 
— Steve Boggpn 




pass beneath the Place de 
LAlma in central Paris. 

This may explain why the 
Mercedes span out of control 
and struck a pillar in the cen- 
tral reservation before re- 
bounding against the opposte 

The investigators are said to 

have rejected all possibility, 
that the low-powered Fiat was 
connected with the press pack 
or impeded the Mercedes 
deliberately (as suggested by 
some of the wilder conspiracy 
theories still circulating about 
the accident). 

What remains unclear is 
how the small car - if it exist- 
ed - avoided the wildly spinning 

Mercedes and why the driver 
fled the scene without stopping, 
— John Lichfield 


bigger and better, and to de- 
velop a stronger image with a 
lot less stereotyping.” 

Only 2 per cent of applicants 
satisfy Mensa’s requirement of 
a minim um IQ of 148. 

One of Hay ley's first duties 
when the board meets later this 
month will be to elect a new 
chairman to replace Sir Clive 
Sinclair 




( 


!,/■ 




Now you don't have to turn a blind 
eye to those difficult marks that 
conventional cleaners shy away from. 
BAR KEEPERS FRIEND gets to grips 
with even the most stubborn stains. 

Kitchen worktops, white sinks, 
tiles, stainless steel, saucepans, even 
bone china - Just one application of 
BAR KEEPERS FRIEND 
effectively removes stains, 
without scratching. 
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AT A LOCAL 3 RANCH OF TESCO. 

JOHN LEWIS PARTNERSHIP. * i ^ 

LAKELAND LIMITED. BOOTS. m 
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EI Nino wreaks havoc in the Gardens of Plenty 
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El Nino, the dimatic 
phenomenon that is 
changing the weather all 
over the world, is killing 
People in Papua New 
Guinea. Drought has 
destroyed the crops, and 
many more deaths may be 
ahead. Richard Uoyd Parry was 
the first Western reporter 
to gain access to this 
remote, beautiful but 
tragic area. 


It was the sixth funeral in the 
village of Sakalem since the 
drought began, said the clan 
y leader, and the biggest of them 
all — more than 100 people had 
gathered from all over the dis- 
trict, dressed in cheap colour- 
ful clothes and the distinctive 
knitted hats of the New Guinea 
Highlands. 

The first one to perish had 
been a 15-year-old boy; then 
there was an old man and an 
old woman. But the two who 
died after that were grown 
men, followed by a baby whose 
mother couldn't produce 
enough milk. The most recent 
victim was Kaup Kauga. a chief- 
tain of the Aika clan and a man 
popular throughout the dis- 
trict, although he died in much 
) the same way as all of them. 

Shortly after the bitter frost, 
which froze soil already singed 
from months of drought. Kaup 
Kauga ate a sweet potato which 
had been lying in the ground. 
The tuber was bad; the chief, 
who was only in his forties, be- 
came j&. There was nothing 
good to feed him, and he grew 
worse. By the lime they took 


him down to the little dink: in 
the village of Tambul. he was 
dying. “His stomach was all 
shrunk, because he had eaten 
so little," said Nhson Kupc, who 
works for the Tambul district 
office, “If they had brought him 
in earlier, maybe they could 
have helped him." 

They took the chief to the 
nearest doctor in the town of 
Mount Hagen, a bone -rattling 
two-hour journey in a four- 
wheel drive, through knee- 
deep streams and along rocky 
unsealed roads. A week ago he 
died there, and yesterday they 
buried him in Sakalem. 

There wasn't much visible 
grief, although there isn't much 
energy for grief in the High- 
lands these days. Four more 
people are dying of food poi- 
soning. according to the new 
dan chieftain; he was quite con- 
fident of more funerals. 

Many of the children were 
listless; nearly all of them have 
diarrhoea and recently specks 
of blood have been appearing 
in it. At the Tambul clinic, the 
nurses have treated five or six 
times as many malnutrition 
cases than usual, and last 
month 41 children under five 
were treated for pneumonia. 
There has been one death from 
suspected typhus and most 
alarming of all emergency first 
aid cases are up - people who 
have stabbed or beaten one an- 
other up in fights over food, 
i As many as 600 have died in 

i neighbouring West Papua, part 
of Indonesia. So far as anyone 
. knows, nobody in Papua New 
Guinea itself has literally died 
l of hunger. It isiooearfy to «U1 
i this a famine; although time 
i may lum it into one. Bdtlhe sit- 
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Drnughb A woman weeping by her dried-up ^rden in PNG^HigWands, where peopte^l means of survival has been destroyed 


nation in Tambul is a reminder 
that you do not need outright 
starvation to kill people, that 
drought and crop failures have 
many different ways of stealing 
lives, and that disasters of this 
kind rarely happen evenly. 

In many parts of Papua 
New Guinea, life is continuing 
almost as normal, despite the 

hardship caused by the long dry 

spell. But inUunbul, an area of 
the Western Highlands with a 
population of some 50,000, 
people arc already dying as a 
result of the food shortages. 

No one on the ground is in 
any doubt that the next two 
weeks -will be critical: either 
, merciful weather and effective 


relief will bring the situation 
under control; or Tambul faces 
a disaster in which the individ- 
ual fate of Chief Kaup will soon 
become a distant memory. 

If the Highlands of Papua 
New Guinea are remembered 
at all by the world at large it is, 
ironically, as Gardens of Plen- 
ty. Of all the world's tribal 
people, those who live here re- 
mained undisturbed by moder- 
nity the longest - until 1933, 
decades after the coastal areas 
were settled by Dutch, British 
and eventually German 
colonists. The tribes who lived 
here used stone tools, wore cer- 
emonial tattoos and face paint 

and fought one another in vi- 


cious feuds which could carry 
on for generations. They had 

not discovered glas, or even the 

wheel. But they had perfected 
a beautiful form of garden 
agriculture - mounds of tilled 
earth containing beans, sugar 
cane, yams and sweet potatoes, 
carefully drained and fenred off 
from domesticated hogs- 
Today these gardens are a 
waste land. Throughout South 

and East Asia, as a result of the 

atmospheric phenomenon 

known as El Nino, the usual cy- 
cles of heavy tropical rain have 
been delayed. In ThmbuL local 
people say that there has been 
no heavy rain since January. 
Fleshy produce like tomatoes 


quickly dried up, and cabbages 
are withered and leathery, leav- 
ing only the sweet potatoes. 

But a second disaster struck 
in August — hard frost, which 
lolled even the potato plants. In 
the last week there have been 

rain showers, but this has made 

things worse. The streams are 
no longer dried out, but the 
moisture has speeded up the 
decomposition of the tubers in 
the earth and stimulated pests 
without quenching the sofl. 

“Even if rain fell tomorrow, 
the situation would still be 
serious,” said Merfly Kuruma, 
director of the government 
agricultural agency in ThmbuL 
“These people need food to eat, 


but they also need things to 
plant for next year. But here 
things grow slowly and it will be 
months before their new crops 

are ready, so they need to be fed 

throughout that period as well.” 

people walking home from 
the funeral said that they have 
not eaten since Monday. The 
school is open only in the 
mornings, and even then few- 
er than half its pupils are turn- 
ing up. Children can be seen 
sitting in the fields hunting for 
insects to eat, and in other ar- 
eas. people are eating ferns, as 
well as possums and rats. It is 
a sign of how serious things 
have become that many fami- 
lies have started selling their 


Photograph; Palani Mohan 


only form of capital - their pigs 
- to raise cash to go shopping 
in the inflated markets. 

The concept of “living mem- 
ory" is a limi ted one in these 
parts, where few people live 
past 60. But the only year com- 
parable to this was in 1942. nine 
years after the Highlands 
emerged from the Stone Age. 
"That was when I was a small 
boy," said one old man yester- 
day, “and there was a second 
frost, even worse than the firsL 
It drove all the people out, it 

was two years before they came 

back. We expect that big frost 
any day, but this time I will not 
escape. 1 just want to die and 
be buried here on my land." 
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To buy a better 
home computer, 

talk to a company 
that makes PCs. 


Not one that sells 
washing machines, 
cameras and hi-fi. 




We know you want the latest technology for your money. Now 
compare the specifications and prices of these two new Dell systems 
with what's in the shops. How do we do it? Unlike retailers, we only 
build your PC after you call. So we can give you the latest technology 
at keen prices. That's why we've become the world's largest direct PC 
manufacturer*. And why you should call us. -Source ioc 
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MPs get the 
blame for 
May election 
defeat 


The Conservative 
rank-and-file savaged 
their MPs yesterday, 
blaming them for the 
May defeat. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, says that 
the Blackpool debate 
considerably strengthens 
the hand of William 
Hague. 

A rare revolt in the lory ranks 
was led by Lord Archer of We- 
ston-super-Mare yesterday - 
something that could protect 
William Hague from any chal- 
lenge from the likes of Michael 
Portillo or Chris Patten. 

The former deputy chairman of 
the party struck a solid chord 
at the Blackpool conference, 
with a demand that grassroots 
members should be given an 
equal share, with MPs, in 
choosing future leaders of the 
Conservative Party. 

That demand, along with 
persistent and vocal attacks on 
the parliamentary party for its 
disunity and disloyalty, formed 
a keynote of a three-hour de- 
bate on reform of the consti- 
tution. But the debate left Mr 
Hague with a much stronger 
mandate to lead his party - 
unchallenged. 

The final proposals for de- 
mocratic reform, which are to 
be put to a special party con- 
ference next spring, could now 
include a new protection for in- 
cumbent leaders, guarding 
them against the kind of coup 
(bat brought down Margaret 
Thatcher in 1990. 


At tbe start of the debate. Sir 
Archie Hamilton, chairman of 
tbe 1922 Committee of Con- 
servative MRs - which, alone, 
currently elects the leader - 
provoked a cry of protest from 
the hall when he said that MPS 
bad to retain the lion's share in 
any vote. “Any new leader 
needs to command the aipport 
of the majority of the parlia- 
mentary party,” be argued. 

Under the existing reform 
plans, ordinary party members 
are being offered a “significant” 
proportion of votes for a new 
leader, which is (Hit, unofficially, 
at between 20 per cent to 40 per 
cent of an electoral college. But 
Lord Archer upped that to SO 
per cent, and one ME Edward 
Leigh, and others called on tbe 
party to go the whole hog with 
a full one-member, one-vote 
system of democracy. 

Defending tbe beleaguered 
parliamentary party. Sir Archie 
- one of Baroness Thatcher’s 
parliamentary private secre- 
taries when she was prime min- 
ister - argued that it was MPs 
who had initially elected her in 
] 975. “If that decision bad lain 
with the Conservative grass- 
roots.” he said, "there is no way 
that Margaret would have won 
that leadership election.” 

That argument was prompt- 
ly repudiated from tbe confer- 
ence floor by Peter Golds, a 
councillor from Brent, north 
London, who told Sir Archie 
that Lady Thatcher had been 
ousted by the votes of just two 
MPS in 1990. 

lb a roar of applause, he 
then added; “They were the 
people that put Margaret 



Thatcher out. Not me; not you. 
This is our party, and I have to 
say to Sir Archie, If we have tbe 
right to return a government, 
we have the right to have a say 
in who represents us as our 
leader.’ We voted 80 per cent 
for William. William, we arc be- 
hind you. We are not going to 
allow to happen to you what 
happened to John Major.” 

That warm-up was then 
hammered home in a tub- 
thumping speech from Lord 


Archer, who said; “The future 
of our party, the election of our 
leader, and discussion on future 
policy should not be left to a 
handful of MPs who think they 
have some superior wisdom 
we’ve not been afflicted with.” 
He said it was not the party that 
had lost the last election, but the 
“circular firing squad” of MPs. 

One leadership source told 
The Independent last night that 
the trigger mechanism under 
which incumbent leaders 


of the party can be challenged 
could be opened up to change 
in the final proposals for,„ A 
reform. 

If that happened, it could- . 
proride a formidable - if not im- 
possible - obstacle to any fur- - 
ther prospect of leadership ~ {£ 
challe nges . That could disap- _ • 
point those hoping for a return 
of Mr Patten or Mr Portillo to • 
the Commons and leadership . 
of the party before tbe next 
election. 


SEEN & HEARD 


“I like Italy. I like France. I like Spain. But they are different: 
they eat horses.” Piers Norsworthy, in a debate on foreign 
affairs, which drew rapturous applause. 

"I think she is probably mad to marry me." William Hague 
on his fiancee, Ffion Jenkins. 

“What is the Conservative Party? This is not the easy ques- 
tion some might think." Michael Trend, deputy party chair- 
man. 

“He has turned politics into a branch of showbusiness with, 
it has to be said, some measure of success.” Kenneth Clarke 
on Tony Blair. 

On today's agenda: 

•John Maples, health spokesman, and lain Duncan-Scnith, 
social security spokesman, on welfare and the NHS. 

• Shadow Chancellor Peter Lilley on the economy. 

• Sir Brian Manwhhmey, shadow Home Secretary, on crime. 

And on the fringe; 

• The ghost of Toryism past; Michael Portillo promises to 
embody “the spirit of Conservatism’s future" at a meeting or- 
ganised by the Centre for Policy Studies. 

• The moderate Tory Reform Group has Stephen Dorrell, 
shadow education spokesman, as its star dinner guest while 
the right-wing Conservative Way Forward group has shadow 
Foreign Secretary Michael Howard. 


Policy continues to shift 
over Europe 


The Tory leadership 
yesterday shifted its 
policy on entry to the 
single currency. Colin 
Brown. Chief Political 
Correspondent, finds 
William Hague still 
haunted by the deep 
divisions in his party on 
Europe - and Kenneth 
Clarke. 

William Hague yesterday saw 
his authority undermined after 
trying to hold his party togeth- 
er with a compromise policy on 
Europe to oppose Britain's 
unity into a European single 
currency “within the foresee- 
able future”. 

The Tory leader moved 
from the formula he used to win 
the leadership election - ruling 


out Britain’s entry for 10 years 
-which had been used to secure 
the votes of Euro-sceptics from 
the Garfce-Redwood tickeL 

But the splits in the party 
over Europe appeared as deep 
as ever, as Mr Hague declined 
to spell out on BBC radio pre- 
cisely what the term “for the 
foreseeable future" meant. 

“I’m not going into hy- 
potheses about future Parlia- 
ments. It means certainly if 
there was a referendum on the 
single currency in the next few 
yeans, we would be campaign- 
ing for a ‘no’ vote. We think it 
would be a huge economic and 
political risk for this country," 
he said. 

The new formula was 
agreed by the Shadow Cabinet 
at a pre-conference meeting last 
week. Some of the key pro- Eu- 
ropean members were absent. 

The aim was to reunite the 


Tories behind a campaign fora 
“no” vote if the Government ; 
announces it favours enfty, and 
calls a referendum on entry to 
the single currency in the first 
wave in 1999. 

But it failed to satisfy tbe 
largely Euro-sceptic audience 
in the conference ball, which 
cheered speakers' calls for a 
Tory commitment to say “nev- 
er" to entry to the single cur- . 
rency. Some shadow Cabinet 
Euro-sceptics also overstepped 
the agreed line. 

Kenneth Clarke further 
undermined Mr Hague's au- 
thority by reaffirming that he 
still had ambitions for the 
leader’s job. In a phrase which 
will send shivers down Mr 
Hague's spine, the former - 
Chancellor said in an interview.; 

“I have no intention of stand- ;V 
ing against the present [leader]. / . 
At the present time.” 



BLACKPOOL SKETCH: DA VI D AARON O V ITC H 

Violet Voter finds just the job for William 


The first day of the conference 
at Dunrulin had been a suc- 
cess. The nursing home's el- 
derly inhabitants bad liked 
Wiliam, and he in turn had 
basked in their unexpected 
welcome. He had decided, 
therefore, to return the fol- 
lowing day. So it was with light 
heart and lighter step that 
the Outlaws set out for the 
slightly down-al-hccl build- 
ing that housed their appre- 
ciative audience. 

Joy. however, usually had 
a way of becoming confined 
for Wiliam. For even as he 
strolled carelessly down the 
middle of the street, his faith- 
ful Welsh collie, Jenkins, at his 
heels, he suddenly saw Neme- 
sis approaching, in the form of 
a small girL 

“Hello William,” said Vio- 
let Elizabeth Voter, in a voice 
of ineffable sweetness, "when; 
arc you goin'?" William 
pushed out his chest and 
spoke with what he imagined 
to he a manly gruffness: “To 


my party confrencc, that’s 
where. I'm the party leader, ac- 
shually.” Her reaction was 
everything he had hoped for. 
“A confremhf she exclaimed 
in girlish excitement, “Oh 
William, how wonderful! Can 
1 come?” William, in mag- 
nanimous mood, considered. 
“S’nol really a place for young 
females,” he said “But I s’pose 
you can come along. You’d 
better keep jolly quiet, 
though." 

Violet Elizabeth’s quiet- 
ness was not long-lived. “Of 
courthe, William,” she lisped 
as Dunrulin came into view, 
“you’ve goner modemithc. 
All polit'eal partieth goiter 
modemithc. Or elthe you 
won’t attract young women 
like me.” William was about to 
retort that he didn't particu- 
larly want young women like 
Violet Elizabeth, bul there 
was something about this new. 
long word that rather in- 
trigued him. 

“All right," he said sternly. 



On Prkslcf 

“If you're so dever, how do I 
monerdisc?" “Well, firtht, 
you've gotter lithen, William. 
We want to be lithened to" 
“I am listenin'," said 
William, indignantly. “What 
do you think I'm doin' if I’m 
not listenin'? You're talkin' an’ 
I’m not sayin’ anyLhin’. so wot 
could I be doin’ bul listenin'? 
What else do I have to do?” 
“You've goiter have a Con- 


thuhaiivc Doc’ment. And 
you’ve goiter have one mem- 
ber, one vote for thingth. And 
polhilive djthcrimination to 
gel more girlth. I'll write the 
Doc'ment,” she volunteered 
sweetly. “I’ve got a pemhil." 

Reluctantly William as- 
sented. wondering where ihis 
moncrdisaiion would lead 
him. 

Bul by now he was enter- 
ing the hall, where the 
denizens of the bath -chairs and 
the owners of the ear-trumpets 
were still in place, awaiting 
their beloved midget enter- 
tainers. 

Arthritic applause greeted 
his appearance, and he bowed 
solemnly to his party. Mean- 
while a s miling Violet Eliza- 
beth moved among them, 
distributing hand-written 
copies of her doc’menL read- 
ing it out loud for those with 
failing eyesight. 

But as she did so an enor- 
mous kerfuffle erupted near 
by, followed by a shriek of ma- 


niacal laughter. “Crumbs!" 
ejaculated William. “What/ 
was that?" 

“It’s only poor Mr Tebbit;" 
a kindly, wrinkled lady in the - 
front row reassured him, ^he - 
doesn’t get out much these 
days. He’s harmless really: 
Anyway, if you think heV 
scary, just wait until our old 
matron arrives. She’s sent : 
word, she’ll be here airy ' 
minute ” : : L 

Just then the door flew 
open, bringing with it agust of -: 
cold air, presaging the simul-. 
taneous arrival of autumn and ' 
something much, much chinny 
ier. Jenkins fled, taking refuge - 
under a table. Alone, William ’ 
turned to face a woman with 
staring eyes and a powerful':": 
hairstyle. 

"So you’re William;" she’: 
said ominously. “Play your, 
cards right me bucko, and 
we’ll get on famously. Play/ 
them wrong, and FU -scream- . 
and I’ll scream until ydu'xc 
sick. I can, you know." . V 
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man is 


new darling 
of the right 


0 


A rising star of the 
buoyant Tory right has 
emerged in Blackpool. 
Fran Abrams meets lain 
Duncan-Smith, the 
hi test standard-bearer 
of the Euro-sceptic 
tendency. 


Introducing the Conservatives' 
new social security spokesman 
at a fringe meeting yesterday, 
the Buckingham MP John 
Bercow was fulsome in bis 
praise. “For those of you who 
don’t know Iain Duncan-Smith. 


yousoonwilido," hesafcL**Hc 
is the sea-green incorruptible of 
the Conservative Party." 

Asked yesterday whether 
he saw himself as a natural 
leader of the right Mr Duncan- 
Smith replied: N I don't partic- 
ularly believe in right and IcfL 
1 think this is a battle of ideas." 

He is certainly proud of his 
status as successor to Norman 
Tebbit’s Chingford scat. Speak- 
ing alongside Lord Tebbit on 
Tuesday, he told his audience: 
“Here you have the maker and 
the man on the same platform.” 

However, he added later. “I 
will never be Norman. Norman 
is immicahle.” He refused tt> 



disown his predecessor's com- 
ments on race, while main- 
taining that as a member of the 
shadow cabinet he supported 
William Hague’s dismissive line 
on (he subject. 

Elected in 1992. the former 
Scots Guards captain has risen 


quickly to prominence. Col- 
leagues admire his ability to 
master a brief and his uncom- 
promising attitude. He was one 
of 26 Conservative MPs who 

voted against the Government 
over the Maastricht Treaty. 
Dapper hut prematurely 


grey and balding at 43, "he 
wears a pinstripe well but the 
only thing about him much 
softer than Norman are his vow- 
els," according to one com- 
mentator. 

Mr Duncan-Smith may be 
loyal to his leader now, but he 


did lake an opportunity this 
week to take a swipe at John 
Major. Praising Hague’s 
promise to oppose a single 
currency if a referendum were 
called, he added: “Imagine! A 
Conservative leader saying. 
*\Ve have made a decision!" 


Eurosceptic colleagues 

dearly feel that Mr Duncan- 
Smith is one to watch. He has 
been among a number of right- 
wingers who have made their 
presence very firmly felt during 

the week at Blackpool. 

There may have been polite 


Duncan-Smith: ‘1 don’t 
believe in left or right. 

This is a battle of ideas’ 
Photograph: Tom Pilscon 

applause for both William 
Hague and John Major in the 
Winter Gardens, but out on the 
fringe the story was different. 

While no one in the Tory 
Party would admit to being 
pleased by the disastrous result 
it suffered on May 1 this year, 
the lone in some quarters has 
been less than repentant- The 

party's Euro-sceptic wing have 
been out in force at the con- 
ference, Teinforcingwhat they 

clearly see as a chance to grab 

the baton of power. 

If Mr Duncan-Smith should 
sec himself as a possible suc- 
cessor to Mr Hague, be wul 
probably not be the oDly one. 
A big turnout is expected 
tonight for a Cringe meeting to 
be addressed by Michael Por- 
tillo. Its title is intriguing, if iron- 
ic: “The ghost of Tbiyism past. 
The spirit of Conservatism fu- 
ture?" 
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VIEW FROM THE FLOOR 


How to bring back 
the disenfranchised 


Yesterday’s headlines filled 
me, and many others here, 
with a feeling of disbelief. 
Lord Tebbit simply illustrat- 
ed how out of touch he was 
when he voiced the outdat- 
ed and marginal view that the 
multicultural society could 
not work. 

Surely he must realise 
what an important role the 
ethnic communities play in 
our party, and how central 
they will be to the task of re- 
building iL We need to reach 
out to people from all back- 
grounds and all cultures to 
make them feel an important 
part of our futme, rather 
than allowing them to fed 
alienated through attacks 
like this. 

The reality is that we live 
in a multicultural society, 
and as a future government 
we have to rise to the chal- 
lenges it presents. Young 
people like myself have 
grown up in a country which 
embraces many cultures. We 
do not have the same fears, 
and we see today's society as 
one which presents more 

opportunities than die myth- 
ical era which Norman Teb- 
bit seems to hark bade to. 

It was dinosaurs like him 
who contributed to our dev- 


astating defeat on 1 May. 
They gave the impression 
that we were a marginalised 
party, lacking compassion 
and only concerned with our 
own self-in leresL 

We have to bring back the 
people who left us at the elec- 
tion because they fell disen- 
franchised. They Fell that 
we had lost touch with the 
needs and concerns of nor- 
mal people in this country. 

If wc want to win in five 
years’ time we have to em- 
brace the mainstream agen- 
da rather than the 
unrepresentative views of 
someone stuck in a bygone 
era. William Hague’s angry 
reaction to Lord Tfcbbit’s re- 
marks shows be has recog- 
nised the needle recapture 
the centre ground and to ap- 
peal to the maximum num- 
ber of people. 

It is time now for people 
on the right-wing margins of 
the party to listen to their 
leader’s message and realise 
that he is showing them the 
only way to win and the only 
way to survive. 

John Major said on 2 May 

that when the curtain falls, it 

is time to gel off the siage. 
Norman, are yon listening? 

— Gavin WHfiamson 
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8/EUROPEAN NEWS 


Kohl backs 
Eurofighter 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s gov- 
ernment yesterday gave the 
green light for Germany to 
buy the controversial Eu- 
rofighter combat jet and said it 
was confident parliament 
would back its decision. 

Volker Ruehe, the defence 
minister, said after a cabinet 
meeting that ministers had ap- 
proved his plan to buy 1 80 Eu- 
rofighters at a total cost of 23 
billion marks (£8.5bn). 

Britain, which partners Ger- 
many in the project with Italy 
and Spain, said it was delight- 
ed by the decision. The lower 
house must still vote to approve 
the purchase in November. 

Mr Ruehe said the project 
was vital for Germany’s defence 
and offered the best in price 
and capability. “No other air- 
craft offers better value for 
money. The only planes that 
cheaper are inferior,” he said. 


French unions 
disrupt trains 


The Socialist-led French government yesterday faced 
its first real challenge by the unions since its elec- 
tion four months ago. Rail services throughout 
Ranee, and metro services in Paris, were serious- 
ly disrupted by railway unions demanding shorter 
hours, higher pay and the creation of new jobs. 

Strikes reduced main-line trains by half and 
Metro trains on some lines to one in three. The ac- 
tion was intended to bring pressure on a confer- 
ence of the government, unions and employers, 
starting tomorrow, which will discuss ways of re- 
ducing unemployment, currently 12J> per cent. 

The conference will focus especially on the vague 
campaign promise of the Prime Minister, Lionel 
Jospin, to create new jobs by reducing statutory 
working hours from 39 to 35, with no loss of pay. 
Since his election in June, Mr Jospin has been try- 
ing to shake off the promise, but it remains a bit- 
terly divisive issue within his government, and 
between French unions and employers. 

Yesterday's strikes, supported by the four main 
rail unions, sought the 35-hour week (already the 
norm for railway drivers), an increase in pay and 
the creation of tens of thousands of new railway jobs. 







Long wart: Travellers at Gare du Nord in Paris as strikes hit rail services Photograph: AFP 


The CGT Comreunist-lcd union is also seeking re- 
tirement for railwaymen at 55. 

The transport minister, Jean-Gaude Gayssot, 
himself a Communist and former railwayman, has 
announced the creation of 1.000 temporary rail jobs 
for young people. Despite evidence of huge over- 
manning. especially in the mainline French railways 
(the SNCF), the unions say the recruits should be 
only (he beginning and should be permanent. 

Mr Gayssot invited all the rail unions and em- 


ployers to a conference on working hours on 20 Oc- 
tober. He risked the wrath of travellers by refusing 
to condemn yesterday’s action. “You can't ask a 
Communist minister to say he is against a strike,” 
he joked. “Nor that he wanted one, obviously.” 

Behind the union militancy lies the threat of cuts 
in rail subsidies, especially to the SNCF, first dis- 
cussed by the former centre-right government, but 
not yet rejected formally by the Jospin adminis- 
tration. — John Lichfield 
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Voter apathy makes Serbian 
presidential poll invalid 


Section results from the pres- 
idential elections in Serbia on 
Sunday confirmed yesterday 
that Vojislav Seselj, a far-flgbt 
nationalist, came out ahead of 
his pro-government opponent, 
Zoran Lflic. But the fat lady has 
not yet sung. Acombination of 
apathy and resentment of the 
two candidates meant fewer 

than 50 pCTcem voted The elec- 
tion is invalid, and the presi- 
dential elections will have to be 
held again from scratch - pos- 
sibly with different candidates. 

Afl the margins were narrow. 
Mr Seselj gained 49.1 per cent 

of tbe vote, just ahead of Mr U- 

ic's 47.9 per cent. The turnout 
was 48.97 per cent, just short of 
the crucial halfway mark. 

The future looks messy and 
confused. Zoran Djindjic, a 
democratic opposition leader 
who boycotted the parliamen- 
tary elections and the first 
round of the presidential elec- 
tions, has hinted that he might 
throw his hat back into the ring 
when the presidential elections 
are repeated. But Mr Djindjic, 


the first non-sodalist mayor of 
Belgrade since 1945. is now at 
war with one of his former 

alhes, Vuk Draskovic _ : 

Mr Draskovic last week 
engineered Mr Djindjfc’s re- 
moval as the first non-socialist 
mayor of Belgrade since .the 
Second World War. Mr Djind- 
jic claimed this week that now 
is the time for the democratic . 
opposition to consolidate and 
organise. He claimed: “Our 
offensive will follow ” 

In neighbouring Montene- 
gro, early results had suggest- 
ed that the reformist prime 
minister MDo Djukanovic 
would defeat his opponent, 
who is supported by the Yu- 
goslav president and master- 
manipulator, Slobodan Milo- 
sevic. But final results showed . 
that Mr Djukanovic came sec- 
ond, by a tiny margin. Neither 
candidate gained 50 percent of 
die vote, so that Montenegro, . 
toawill need a run-off elections 

between the two front-runners 
in 10 days’ time. 

— Steve Gtjwshow 


Bosnian Croats deny murders 


Nine Bosnian Croats and their 
former leader pleaded innocent 
to UN charges that they 
terrorised and murdered Mus- 
lims in a vicious campaign of 
ethnic cleansing. 

Dario Kordic, the most se- 
nior suspect in custody at the 
Yugoslav war crimes tribunal 
looked relaxed and confident as 
he entered “not guilty” pleas to 


13 separate crimes against 
humanity and war crimes 
charges. 

Each charge carries a max- 
imum life sentence. 

Troops under Kordic’s con- 
trol are blamed for a spree of 
killing and destruction in the 
central Bosnian Lasva Valley in 
1992 and 1993 aimed at purg- 
ing the area of Muslims. 


War crimes trial told of 
fears for Papon’s life 







An artist’s impression of Papon in court yester da y 


Defence lawyers claimed 
yesterday that Maurice Pa- 
pon, the 87-year-old former 
Vichy official accused of 
“crimes against humanity”, 
during the Second World 
War might die during his tri- 
al unless he was released 
from jail. 

The first day of the trial 
in Bordeaux, which is ex- 
pected to last over two 
months, was dominated by 
argument over whether Mr 
Papon should go to a prison 
cell between hearings, as 
French law demands. The tri- 
al was adjourned until today 
to allow doctors to examine 
the former Paris police chief 
and budget minister. 

Mr Papon's chief lawyer, 
Jean-Marc Vanmt, warned 
that he and Mr Papon's fam- 


ily would “take all appropri- 
ate action” if the accused was 
ordered to stay in jail and 
died during the trial. 

Mr Papon is accused of 
complicity in crimes against 
humanity for his role in the 
arrest and deportation of 
1,558 Jewish men, women 
and children from the Bor- . 
deaux area in 1942-44. His. 
lawyers say his role was an- . 
□or and that he helped Jem 
to escape, where be could/ - 
The prosecution, which has - 
assembled 50,000 docu- 
ments, including arrest and ' 
transport warrants bearing 
Mr Papon's signature, says he ' 
pursued Jews, not from anti-. 
Semitism, but to prove his 
“competence and efficiency” 
as an administrator. 

— John Lkhftekt 


Scotland bids for EU action 


Donald Dewar, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, last night 
promised to fight for the coun- 
try to get its “share of the action" 
during next year’s British pres- 
idency of the European Union. 

Welcoming a government 
announcement that Edinburgh 
will host a meeting of EU for- 
eign ministers during the Unit- 
ed Kingdom's six months in the 
chair, Mr Dewar said he hoped 
other political gatherings among 
dozens being staged in Britain 
would take place in Scotland. 

On a two-day visit to Brus- 
sels, Mr Dewar opened a new 
Brussels office which will lob- 
by the European Commission 


and European Parliament on 
behalf of ihe Highlands andlsri. 
lands. But he emphasised that, 
even after devolution. Britain’s 
voice in the EU would remain.' 
that of the central government: ' 1 
“The British effort is a team eft 
fort and we in Scotland are part - 
of that team. The United King- 1 
dom is a partnership and Scot-’ . 
land will remain veiy much part 
of that partnership.” . ; ‘ 

Scottish Office ministers' 
would be fielded at EU meei-^ 
ings of particular interest as they ' 
were now, be said. “Where" 
there is a strong Scottish inter-f 
est, Scottish ministers are in* 
vdved in the relevant meetings." 
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Earth has lost two-thirds of its forests 


espite a quarteivcentury of 
intensive campaigning, the 
worid’s forests are shrinking 

T?"* than ever. Nichohs 
ioioon. Environment 
Correspondent, looks at the 
latest attempt to sum up the 
destruction. 


Nearly two-thirds of the earth's original 
forest cover which existed before dvfl- 

«ation took off has now disappeared, the 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
said yesterday. 

Despite Earth Summits, television 
documentaries and all the public aware- 
ness of deforestation, the rates at which 
woodlands are being logged out, burnt 
Sind turned into farmland or scrub has 
risen in the 1990s. 

If current trends continue, then with- 
in a decade there will be virtually no nat- 
ural forests left in several countries 
scattered around the globe. WWF gave 
Pa k istan. Haiti, Madagascar and the 
Phiilipines as examples. 

Francis Sullivan, the wo rid- wide con- 
servation body’s chief forest campaign- 
er, said that would be true of the entire 
planet half-way through the next century 
unless there was a turnaround. “In one 
generation we are facing the almost com- 
plete loss of natural forest," 

WWF has joined with the respected, 
Cambridge-based World Conservation 
Monitoring Centre in drawing up maps 
of each continent showing their original 
forest cover and what is left now. They 
admit it is impossible to be completely 
accurate when the rate of forest loss is 
accelerating and many poor countries 
keep poor records. 

But their overall conclusion is that 81 
milli on square kilometres existed 8,000 
years ago, at the end of the last Ice Age, 
covering just over 60 per cent of the 
earth's land surface if ice-covered Green- 
land and Antarctica are excluded. Today 
that has fallen to just over 30 million 
square kilometres. 

While attention has focused on the 

forest fires in South-east Asia in the past 

few weeks, the head of WWFs Brazil- 



Conflicting 
needs that 
stifle growth 

Forests are still neglected in wealthy, in- 
dustrialised nations as well as developing 
countries, according to the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature. And it picked out as an 
p yamplft yesterday the Glenfeshie estate, at 
the southern end of Scotland’s Cairngorm 
mountains. 

Glenfeshie - a 170 sq km sportingi es- 
tate - contains a remnant of the great Cale- 
donian pine forest that once covered much 

of Scotland. But no young trees have been 

able to grow up for many decades becaus^ 
the big red deer population, kepi high for 
the sake of stalking by wealthy human 
hunters, eat the seedlings and saplings- The 
woods that remain are full of elderly ^ t5es - 
Glenfeshie was designated as a National 

Nature Reserve more than 30 years ago- But 

that has not stopped its wildlife value 
gradually declining because of what con- 
servationists see as mismanagement under 
a series of private owners. 

Three years ago a mysterious chantame 
trust. Will Woodlands, bought the estate oft 
a Midlands furniture manu facturer for 
about £5m with the stated aim of improv- 
ing nature conservation. . . . 

The trust, set up tv a now deceased wid- 
ow in memory of her wealthy husband, 
planned to keep the deer out of the re- 

1 r , awlmn. 




Ian or ganisatio n told a London press con- 
ference that the burning of forests, 
brush and pasture in the Amazon this 
year was worse than ever. The burning 
season lasts from My through to No- 
vember. 

Several airports in the region had 
been dosed. A huge pall of smoke has 

been hanging over Manaus, a city in the 

heart of the jungle with more than a mil- 
lion people, and there had been an up- 
surge in respiratoiy illnesses, said Garo 
Batmanian. There had been a 25 per cent 


increase in the numbers of fires record- 
ed by satellite. 

The latest government estimate for 
deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon 
was 15,000 square kilometres a year, an 
area nearly as large as Whies - but that 
dates back to 1994. The Brazilian envi- 
ronment agency has suffered financial 
and technical problems in trying to 
record the destruction from space, with 
three recent changes in satellites and in- 
complete coverage. 

Logging for timber is only part of the 


problem. The forests are disappearing 
to provide pasture, plantations and 
cropland - although sometimes the 
cleared land is only be used for a few 
years before its fertility collapses and 
scrub invades. This Is what happened in 
Britain, which was mostly covered in for- 
est, over the past 4,000 years. 

Apart from wiping out literally mil- 
lions of plant and animal species, the for- 
est loss is altering lo«al climates, 
hastening water run off and even dam- 
aging sea fisheries and reefs as silt is 


washed rapidly off the land. Forest 
burning also produces much of the ex- 
tra carbon dioxide humanity is pouring 
into the atmosphere, threatening glob- 
al warming. 

The WWF wants ten per cent of each 

different type of forest, in each country, 

around the globe to be given permanent 

protection. Several countries, but not as 
yet Britain, have pledged to do this. Mr 
Sullivan said WWFs top priority was to 
get Indonesia, Russia, the US and Brazil 
to agree. 


nrnie m manuam mg' “ 

But deer fences are a known killer of the 
rare capercaillie and black grouse, buds 
which fly into them. And, outside the 
fences, the woods would still have been un- 
able to spread and regenerate. 

The trust applied for tree regeneration 

grants ftom the Government’s Forestry Au- 
thority but was turned down. Conservation 
groups like WWF believe they playedama- 

^ part in persuading the Forestry Airibonty 

to refuse these grants on the grounds that 
■wm Woodlands’ plans did not give enough 
weight to regenerating forests and con- 
serving natural species. _ 

Now the trust has put Glenfeshie back 
on the market at £5 to £6m. It may yet end 
up in the hands of owners mainly interest 

in running it as a sporting estate- in whidi 

case the forest and wildlife would be at risk 
of further decline. 

Nicholas Schoon 
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nger over plan to close 
four community hospitals 

A plan to close four hospitals in Cornwall has 
provoked fierce local opposition. But it may be 
necessary to achieve the goal of a modem health 
service, writes Jeremy Laumnoe, Health Editor 


More than 100 beds and up to 300 jobs could go under plans drawn 
up by Cornwall and Isles of Scilly health authority to shut four 
community hospitals. 

The proposal, which has the backing of local NHS mists, is 
intended to provide more care outside hospital close to people's 
homes. But it is driven by the authority's need to save £5m to 
meet its current deficit. 

Dr Stan Dennison, chairman of the authority, said the cuts 
resulted bom the discrimination Cornwall suffered under the stan- 
dard funding formula. Scotland and Wiles, with similar problems 
ot scattered population and long journeys to specialist centres, 
received 20 per cent more in health funding per person, he said. 

Matthew Taylor, Liberal Democrat MP for Truro, blamed the 
move on the underfunding of the NHS. He said: “I guarantee if 
these cuts go ahead we will exercise our right to force the mat- 
ter on to the desk of the Secretary of State for a final decision.” 

The hospital closures, and reductions in maternity and in-pa- 
iienl beds in the county, would reduce the number of commu- 
nity hospital beds from 453 to 324, said the authority, but the 
number of community nurses, proriding care in people's homes, 
luid been increased. 

Frank Dobson. Secretary of State for Health, said that if there 
were objections from local community health councils during the 
three-month consultation process he would take the final deci- 
sion. "it does not necessarily follow that those hospitals will close 
just because it has been proposed," he told BBC Radio 5 Live. 

Jean Trainor, acLing chief executive of the NHS Confedera- 
i-i «n. said: “Much of what Cornwall proposes follows action else- 
where to provide more appropriate care by closing down 
ineffective and costly hospitals, and providing more care closer 
to people's homes. But it is almost impossible to take these sen- 
sible measures against a backdrop of financial problems.” 


Ostrich, kangaroo and other 
exotic meats off the menu 


The supermarket chain 
Somerfield yesterday said it 
had abandoned its plans to sell 
ostrich, kangaroo and 
crocodile meat. Amanda KeJfy 
explains how companies are 
responding to customer 
concern over the farming of 
exotic meats. 


The Somerfield chain, which includes 
Gateway, Solo and Food Giant stores, 
was due to sell ostrich, kangaroo and 
crocodile meat next week as part of a 
new cooked- to-order meat range. But 
yesterday the company announced that 
they had been taken off the menu. 

Ostrich meat first appeared in 
British shops in 1990. It was hoped that 
the low-fat meal would prove popular 
with a health-conscious nation. But, 
even with the red meat scare aver bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), the 
idea has never really taken off. 

A Somerfield spokesman said yes- 
terday: “We always test customer reac- 
tion before we introduce new products 
and our research showed that there was 
some concern about the way the meat 
is produced.” 

The move comes less than two weeks 
after Britain's largest supermarket chain. 



Out of stock: Tesco no longer sells exotic meats Photograph: John Lawrence 


Tesco, announced that it would no 
longer be selling kangaroo steaks or oth- 
er exotic meats because of a lack of de- 
mand Concern over animal welfare is 
said to be partly behind the decision by 
Safeway, Marks and Spencer and the Co- 
Op not to stock the exotic lines. Sainsbuty 
said it would continue selling them in “a 
small number of stores", while Waitrose 
said it would continue selling them un- 
til customer demand told them otherwise. 

The main method of slaughter on the 
400 ostrich farms in Britain is electric 
stunning, although in some cases a bolt 
pistol is used to knock the animal out 


before it is killed. PhDip Lymbeiy, 
Campaigns Director or Compassion in 
World Farming, believes that both 
these methods arc crueL He added: “We 
believe that ostriches are fundamentally 
unsuited to farming. They are essentially 
wild animals, easily frightened, difficult 
to handle and difficult to rear." 

Craig Culley, secretary of the British 
Domesticated Ostrich Association, 
said: “Ail farms are monitored by the 
local authority and are checked regu- 
larly by vets ... Our policy is to do eveiy- 
thing the dean way as people demand 
and the animals do not suffer.” 
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Miele 

| German precision engineering using the finest materials and the 
most advanced technology. Washing Machine built to a standard, 
not a price. 

| Advanced microprocessors control the electronic motor and 
programme and temperature selections. 

| All Miele Washing Machines feature the 'update' facility when 
new detergents enter the market place, Miele can be electronically 
updated to be compatible. 


AEG 


Mew range of washing machines with softline 
styling, elegant curves and easy, helpful displays. 

Extremely quiet washing machines with S6700 
being the quietest in the world. 

Advanced engineering from Germany incorporating 
innovation yet the highest standards of economy, 
durability and performance. 


ADVANCED 

FEATURES 


i Variable low crease 
spin cycle, 
l Rinse hold facility, 
i Fuzzy logic load adjustment. 
I Unique stain action 
programme. 



AEG 


1000 Spin lavamat' Autowasher 
Model 50600. 

Price Excluding TVade^n £549.99. 

TRADE-IN PRICE 



AEG 


46 % 


EE59 800 Spin 
Lavamat Auto washer TRADE-IN PRICE 

■ Fuzzy logic kwd adjustment m gw 4 m 

■ Stain action programme M ^|| 

Model 50400 m g | f|J AA 

Bn* Excluding fU# jQQ 

Tradt-m £479.99 L lii fe#p ?? 


1200 Spin 
'OKO Lavamaf 
Logic Auto washer 

■ Advanced fuzzy logic 

■ LED muhi display. 

■ ’A 1 grade wash 
performance. 

Model 73600. 

Price Excluding 
Trade-in £699.99. 




1600 Span 
•OKO Lavamat" 
Autowasher 
Advanced fuzzy logic 
Model 86700. 

Price Endudmg 
TVade-in £919.99. 
UUKXR STORES 
ONLY 

TRADE-IN PRICE 

£79999 


EXAMPLE OF INTEREST 
T FREE OPTION ON 
SELECTED PRODUCTS 


HOW IT WORKS SgSSSEs? 


penod staged uAh the product- See our *How ft Wort^Nn 
■more tor detalli. Example based on Cxsh Prico at £*99JS- 




1200 Spin 'NovotroniC Washing Machine 

■ Class 'K wash performance. 

■ Spin speeds from 400-1200 rpm 
the fastest on the martiet. 

■ Hydronwroe wadi system for high 
efficiency water management. 

■ LED fault detection. 

TRADE4N PRICE 

Model WB33. 4b ■■ M 

Price Excluding f J I 

TVade-jn £97499. £Q J %L QQ 

SUPERSTORES OHIT fcWW ■ 


111b 'Novotronte' Tumble Dryer 

■ Electronic moisture controL 

■ Single switch selection 

£££2!?* TRADE-IN PRICE 

programme. 

■ Programme se^ience M 

Indicator lights. R MM 

PtKe&SuSnH £ J/JBV QQ 

Trade-In £644.99 ieW ■ 


Irish defence minister 

replaces Burke at talks 

a$ the new Irish foreign guarded as a “safe pair - 

era Ireland peace talks. ****& hdd fo 1992 
of hands" returns to * {jjjjfism Ireland diplomat* . ; • 
helped formulate ffie fonnufc ifor ^ tostepdowil after. ad- ■ 

He replaces Ray seeking plaimingper- , 

v 

could not to explain why ^ both ^ cabinet and 

Mowing^ ^Taoiseach, Bertie ,■ 

the DaiL de Rosa, said u 

Ahern. Tbe Democratic Le im is failure to tackle the long-- ^ 
yesterday that Mr scans* highlighted his “mdecisivenesk 
simmering Burke paymen r IJ ool1s .fbr-investment scheme 
and ineptitude". Acontroveisial^^^^™^ wealthy foreign-. . . 
under which Irish citizenship was jj . ^ dropped. Breach- V/ 

s?^£«s52SS» 

Burke s exit and the death of the __ ^ Murdoch. Dubfih ■■ ; 

Jail deaths raise concern 

The Prison Ombudsman, Sir ftter ^ 

limited a gap in his powers which prevents him ^m irrK^gal- - 
ins the most serious of Prison Service responsibilities - the 
abidance of suicides or other unnatural ! - 

with Inquest, the group that investigates deaths in custo^Str 
Peter is to raise the issue at a meeting next week with the Home 
Office minister Joyce Quin. His current powers limit him to in- 
vestigating complaints from prisoners - once a pmiideid 
be cannot look at the case and cannot take complaints firomthe,^ 
inmate’s family. Sir Peter said; have got considerable concems . . y 
about what goes on and about the frustrations 
are internal prison investigations but these are never disclosed. 

Sir PeteT said he felt the Prison Service generally did every- 
thing possible to safeguard prisoners, often those with menmi 
health problems, who were at high risk of attempting suicide. .But 
famili es faced the frustration of never finding out what had hap- 
pened. Inquests were geared to establishing the medical reason 

for death, he said, adding: “It is possible that I am well-place to ; 
conduct independent investigations Deborah Coles, co-direc- 
tor of Inquest, said: “There should be no more serious issue for 
the Prison Service than the unnatural death of someone while 
in their care.” — Panda Wynn Davies 

Soldier admits attack 

A drunken British soldier lashed out at a holidaymaker because ■ • 
the man made an insulting remark about his manhood as he was 
relieving himself under a tree outside a disco at a Cypriot hob'-, 
day resort a court on the island was told yesterday. The claim . 

was made by Thssos Katsikides, the lawyer representing 

Roger Bell, 26, from Liverpool, who is serving with the King’s 
Rifles, pleaded guilty to assaulting Barry Ford and his girlfriend 
Care Harbour, outside a disco at Ayia Napa on 2 August. Mr 
Ford 23, from London, suffered a broken hand and needed 22 
stitches in his face, and Ms Harbour, 22. was left nursing a bad- 
ly bruised aim. The soldier, who faces a maximum three-year jail 
term and a £2,000, fine, will be sentenced on Monday. 


DAILY POEM 


‘They flee from me that 
sometime did me seek* 


by Sir Thomas Wyatt 

They flee from me that sometime did me seek 
With naked foot stalking in my chamber. 

I have seen them gentle tame and meek 
That now are wild and do not remember 
That sometime they pul themselves in danger 
To lake bread at my hand; and now they range 
Busily seeking with a continual change. 

Thanked be fortune, it hath been otherwise 
Twenty times better, but once in special. 

In thin array after a pleasant guise. 

When her loose gown from her shoulders did fall. 
And she me caught in her arms long and small; 
Therewithal sweetly did me kiss, 

A nd softly said, dear heart, how like you this? 

It was no dream : I lay broad waking. 

Bui all is turned through my gentleness 
Into a strange fashion of forsaking; 

And / have lease to go of her goodness. 

And she also to use new-fanglcdness. 

But since that I so kindh' am served, 

I would fain know what she hath deserved. 


This poem completes our choices from The Nation’s Favourite 
Lose Poems (edited by Daisy Goodwin; BBC Books, £4.99), 
The results of the BBC poll to find Britain's best-loved romantic 
verse will be announced tonight at 1 0.30pm on BBC I. 

Sir Thomas Wyatt ( 1503-42 ) was imprisoned several times 
by Henry Vlll, once for a suspected affair with Anne Boleyn. 
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British Muslims horrified by Tebbit’s dark v,slon 
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While Lord Tebbit 
decried muitlcufturalism 
^ a fringe meeting in 
Blackpool, the Queen, on 
a state visit to Pakistan, 
praised the contribution 

rnade to this country by 
migrants. Kim Sengupta 
listened to anger and 
unease among Britain's 
Muslim community. 

Nonna a Tebbit has of course 
raised the question of race, re- 
ligion and loyalty before. But to 
some British Muslims his latest 
meursion was more incendiarv 
than Enoch Powell’s notorious 
“rivers of blood” speech. 

R>r them Lord Tebbit has at- 
tempted to tear away the con- 
sensus that binds Britain's 
multiracial society. He has 
offered instead a dark vision of 
a future of division, strife and 
ethnic cleansing. Within hours 
of a 15-year-old Asian boy ad- 
dressing the Conservative con- 
ference in Blackpool, the 
former party chairman was sav- 
ing “multicultural ism is a divi- 
sive force”. He added that it 
could lead to a situation when 
“this kingdom will become like 
Yugoslavia”. 

In Pakistan, the Queen wel- 


comed the transformation of 
the country into a multicultur- 
al society. She said in a speech 
at Islamabad: “A distinctive 
new identity - that of British 
Muslim - has emerged. 1 find 
that healthy and welcome ... 
The Pakistani community has 
been a driving force. Their 
contribution to all walks of life 
has won great respect.” 

Among many Muslims the 
reaction to Lord Tebbil's 
speech was one of anger . The 
writer and broadcaster Yas- 
min Alibhai -Brown said: “What 
Tebbit did was disgraceful. It 
was worse than the rivers of 
blood speech. He quite delib- 
erately mentioned Yugoslavia 
knowing that people here had 
seen the horrors that took 
place on their television screens 
so recently. He is basically talk- 
ing about civil war, because he 
implies the people in Yu- 
goslavia could not live alongside 
a Muslim population. By his 
words he is creating an atmos- 
phere of intolerance". Ms Al- 
ibhai- Brown is preparing a 
report for the Institute of Pub- 
lic Policy Research on influence 
of politicians on public per- 
ceptions about race. Her find- 
ings; ate expected to be passed 
on to the Home Office. 

Dr Ghayasuddin Stddiqui, 
the leader of Britain's Muslim 



parliament, also deplored Lord 
Tebbit's speech and in partic- 
ular what he called the “de- 
monising” of Muslims. He said: 
“This man is living in the past, 


mutticuliuralism is a reality. 
One only has to go to the ar- 
eas where die immigrants have 
settled to sec (he life and the 
energy there. The Queen is, of 


course, absolutely right, immi- 
grants have contributed a huge 

amount to this country ... There 
are around 40 seats in Parlia- 
ment which could be decided by 


the ethnic minority vote, many 
of them Muslims. Why should 
these people vote Conservative 
after this kind of a speech?" 

Selim Nasrudin AJi was 


tiBOtdng of joining the Tbiy par- 
ty, but is now having doubts af- 
ter bearing Lord Tfebbit’s views. 
Tbe 47-year-old businessman 
ftom Walthamstow, north-east 


Racial harmony: A group 
of young people enjoying a 
drink and a chat In a 

London coffee bar 

Phorograph: Andrew Buuttran 


London, said: “I have felt the 
Conservatives are the natural 
party for business ... so I 
thought of joining. Now I don t 
know ... He appears to be say- 
ing Muslims must give up their 

culture. This will alienate a lot 
of blacks and Asians from the 
Tories." 

But for Meena Cbauabury, 
a 20-year-old student, the 

appeal of the Tories for ethnic 
minorities is “immaterial”. She 
said: “They must be Woody stu- 
pid to want to join a dapped out 

old party anyway. Let’s face it, 
what we have is abitter old man 

speaking at a fringe thing of a 

party that does not matter. 
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Tory peer fails the 
cricket test 
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Lord Tebbit, the troublesome 
Tory peer who upset his party 
leader by refusing to tone down 
his views on race relations, was 
hoist by his own cricket test yes- 
terday. 

Responding to repeated 
claims by the former party 
chairman that multicultural- 
ism was divisive, William 
Hague deployed his own ver- 
sion of Tfebbit’s test, under 
Jwhjchpedptewerejudgedto.be- 
■ fully, integrated only if they 
c heered for England. 

‘‘Normanhas always had his . 
own cricket tests of various 
kinds. I have my own cricket 
test if you don't want to be part 
of the team then get off the 
field. People ought to bear 
that in mind at future confer- 
ences,” he said. 

Mr Hague said he believed 
the comments made by Lord 
Tebbit would be interpreted by 
many people as racist, and as 
such they should be avoided. 

“I want the Conservative 
Party to stand for people who 


work hard and save hard and 
are self-reliant and want to be 
independent Tory values and 
also members come from eveiy 
part of society,” he said in a 
radio interview. 

Lord Ifebbit left his party’s 
Blackpool conference yesterday 
after making a speech in which 
he said that different cultures 
could not exist comfortably 
within one society. But before^ 
be did so he underlined 
remarks and added a.fu 
swipe at his party leader. 

Mr Hague should not ! v _ 
sent a message of support to 
this year’s gay pride march, he 
said. “If I had been leader of the 
Conservative Parly I would not 
have done so, because 1 think 

it is not particularly compatible 
with our family values-" - 

He denied that he was op- 
posed to the notion of cultur- 
al change and Integration, 
adding: “What I am saying is 

that we must see if we can find 

a way in which Muslims can be 

truly British." — finon Abrams 
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Immunity promised 
to witnesses over 
Lawrence killing 


A long-awaited public 
inquiry into the race 
killing of black student 
Stephen Lawrence held 
its first sitting yesterday. 
Jason Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, was 
there to hear the terms 
of reference. 


Evidence given at the public in- 
quiry into the killing of 
Stephen Lawrence, 18, in 1993, 
including any testimonies by 
his killers, cannot be used in 
a criminal prosecution, the 
inquiry chairman announced 
yesterday. 

Sir William Macphexson 
of Cluy, who is heading the in- 
quiry, disclosed at the prelim- 
inary hearing in Woolwich, 
south-east London, yesterday 
that as with other similar pub- 
lic investigations no evidence, 
either written or spoken, can 
be used against the witness in 
any criminal proceedings- In 
some extreme cases witnesses 
may also be allowed to remain 
anonymous. The inquiry has 
been given powers to summon 
any person or obtain any doc- 
uments. Refusal to appeal be- 
fore the inquiiy could lead to 
imprisonment. 


Sir William said: H 1 should 
stress that this inquiry does not 
involve litigation or claims 
made between parties. Nor 
wiD the inquiry be a trial or re- 
trial of any person or persons.” 

He added that the inquiry 
would be “inq uisito rial" and in- 
volve some brief cross-exami- 
nations. An advertising 
campaign asking for witnesses 
to give evidence will be 
launched in the next few 
weeks. The offer of immunity 
for statements provided during 
the hearing and anonymity for 
some witnesses is aimed at en- 
couraging more people to 
come forward to help break the 
apparent “wall of silence” sur- 
rounding the case. 

The inquiry, which was ad- 
journed until next February so 
that police reports and further 
evidence can be collated, was 
ordered by Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, to examine 
the circumstances surrounding 
the killing and to consider 
what lessons can be learned for 
future investigations and pros- 
ecutions of racially motivated 
crimes. 

As with previous public in- 
quiries, the evidence provided 
by witnesses cannot be used to 
bring criminal charges against 
them unless they are found to 
have lied. The decision to give 


imm unity has been authorised 
by the Attomey-GeneraL 
However, information or a 
confession obtained outside 
the hearing could be used in a 
prosecution. 

There is almost no chance 
now of a successful conviction 
against the five white youths 
who stabbed Stephen, 18, to 
death at a bus stop in Eltham, 
south-east London, in 1993, ac- 
cording Lo Chris Boothman, 
head of law at the Commission 
Racial Equality. 

An unsuccessful private 
prosecution was brought 
against five white youths by the 
Lawrence family. The youths 
were branded “murderers” by 
national newspapers after they 
refused to give evidence at an 
inquest which found that 
Stephen had been unlawfully 
killed during an unprovoked 
racist attack. 

Mr Boothman, at the hear- 
ing yesterday, said: “Realisti- 
cally no one is going to be 
prosecuted for this crime and 
that’s not much of an issue now 
there’s been the failed prose- 
cutions. We should be looking 
to make sure that this docs not 
happen to any other families.” 

Also speaking at the hear- 
ing. Stephen's father, Neville 
Lawrence, said: “I’m pleased 
to see they have granted im- 



Seeking truth: Stephen*: father, Neville Lawrence, and aunt, Cheryl Slowly, at Woolwich town hall after yesterday’s hearing Photograph: David Rose 


munity to anyone who wants 
to come forward and give ev- 
idence. Perhaps now we might 
get to the bottom of what 
happened.” 


Imran Khan, the family so- 
licitor, added: “There’s been a 
wall of silence around this 
particular murder, or that's 
what’s claimed. 


“I hope that immunity by 
this inquiry will change LhaL 
The family feels that now for 
the first time people perhaps 
may come forward and shed 


some light on what happened 
four years ago.” 

The inquiry will not start 
until the beginning of Febru- 
ary when an investigation by 


Kent Police into the Metro- 
politan Police's handling of the 
affair will be completed, along 
with a separate inquiry by the 
Police Complaints Authority. 
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Discounts are off prices charged between 2 fith August and 34th September 1997. IND 73 


How dandruff could help 
to collar a criminal 


Criminals with dry skin 
or itchy scalp should look 
for a new profession: 
scientists can now build a 
DNA ‘fingerprint’, from 
a single speck of 
dandruff. Esther Leach 
reports on how the 
breakthrough follows 
two years of work. 

ll is now possible lo use a sin- 
gle cell lo confirm a person s 
unique generic “fingerprint", 
according lo Dr lan Findlay, a 
Leeds pathologist. Presently, 
forensic scientists need al least 
50(1 cells 10 generate a DNA 
profile derailed enough lo stand 
up in court. 

Dr Findlay said: “A human 
cell left on a cigarette butt, a 
licked stamp or a single sperm 
can lead lo the identity of a sus- 
pected criminal. The break- 
through made with the use of 
computer enhancements of 
DNA markers will revolu- 
tionise forensic science and 
crime detection. It means even 
a smudged fingerprint which 


would normally be of no use to 
police in the hunt for a crimi- 
nal suspect can be analysed to 
obtain a DNA profile. 

"In the case of multiple 
rape, for example, each indi- 
vidual involved can be identi- 
fied even if the cells are mixed 
together. Cells left on clothing, 
even if it has been washed, can 
be examined and DNA identi- 
fication still be made using 
this technique. 

“It is possible lo conceive of 
there being no scientific barri- 
er lo the detection of crime. 
There is more work to be done 
to perfect the technique but this 
is the breakthrough we have 
been waiting fur.” 

The development, reported 
today in the science journal Na- 
Hire, follows two years of 
research at the University of 
Leeds, which has been working 
closely with Birmingham 
Forensic Science Service. 

A single cell is chosen, and 
using a technique called Short 
Tandem Repeat Profiling, 
which focuses on repealed se- 
quences of combinations of 
the four DNA “hases” (known 
as A T, C and G ) within indi- 


viduals' genes. These “tandem 
repeats” are inherited and so 
are strongly tied to a person's 
heritage. Using computer 
enhancement reveals the mark- 
ers which identify an individ- 
ual's unique genetic make-up. 

Results can be available 
within six hours, giving six 
“markers” from the DNA, as 
well as the person's sex. The 
chance of two unrelated peo- 
ple sharing the same markers 
and sex is 100 million to 1. 
British courts will accept DNA 
evidence with four markers. 

In tests so far, the six set of 
markers can be identified in 50 
per cent of single cell samples. 
Four markers can be identified 
in another 14 per cent of the 
samples. 

Dr Findlay hopes forensic sci- 
entists will be using the technique 
within a couple of years. A 
spokesman for the Forensic Sci- 
ence Service, which pioneered 
the use of DNA profiling, and 
set up the world's first national 
criminal intelligence DNA data- 
base, said: “This is a crucial 
breakthrough. It means we can 
lake evidence from smaller sam- 
ples than ever before." 
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Hizbollah double bomb blast kills four 


Four Israeli soldiers 
were killed and II 
wounded in mine 
attacks by Hizbollah 
guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon yesterday. 
Earlier, Benjamin 
Netanyahu met with 
Yasser Arafat for the 
first time in eight 
months, ftrtrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem reports on 
Israel’s problems in 
Lebanon and with the 
Palestinians. 


Roadside bombs planted by 
Hizbollah, the Lebanese Is- 
lamic guerrillas, killed four Is- 
raeli soldiers and wounded a 
further 11 yesterday. The at- 
tacks, coming after the death of 
1 1 Israeli naval commandos in 
a Hizbollah ambush last month. 



jamin Netanyahu, to get Israel 
° u t of Lebanon, where 41 of its 
soldiers have been killed in 
fighting this year. 

The soldiers died in what np- 
peaxs to have been a double 
amlaish, according to l .eban es e 
security officials. In the first, 
near the village of Markaba 
dose to the Israeli border, two 
soldiers were wounded, one se- 
riously, in an explosion. Less 
than an hour later, another 
roadside bomb blew up by an 
Israeli unit several hundred 
yards away from the first attack, 
fa cin g four soldiers and wound* 
ing others. 

Hizbollah guerrillas then 
fired barrages of rockets at 
the sites of the bombings, caus- 
ing panic among motorists. Is- 
raeli soldiers scaled off the 
area, residents hurriedly went 
indoors and shops closed. 

The attack will be bad news 


for Mr Netanyahu, who in the 
early hours of yesterday morn- 
ing, drove to the Erez check- 
point with Gaza to meet with the 
Palestinian leader, Yasser 
Arafat, in the presence of Den- 
nis Ross, the United States spe- 
cial envoy. Both the Israeli and 
Pales tinian leaders feel under 
pressure after the release of 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the spir- 
itual leader of Hamas, the Pales- 
tinian Islamic organisation. 

Although no breakthrough 
was reported, Mr Ross said it 
marked a good beginning "be- 
cause the leaders committed 
themselves to overcome all the 
differences". He said the two 
sides had agreed to meet reg- 
ularly in future. However, Mr 
Arafat will look for an Israeli 
commitment not to expand 
settlements on the West Bank. 

Mr Netanyahu is in a diffi- 
cult position because for the 
past year he has said that there 
would be no progress in peace 


talks until Mr Arafat rounded 
up members of Hamas, but he 
himself has raw released the or- 
ganisation's leader. Sheikh 
Yassin says he has already 
asked Mr Araiat for Hamas in- 
stitutions to be reopened. He 
said: “Why dose an institution 
that teaches children or gives 
humanitarian aid. They have 
done nothing illegal.'' 

Despite Mr Ross's optimism, 
Mr Netanyahu may simply want 
to do something to divert the Is- 
raeli media from focusing ex- 
clusively on the scandal 
surrounding the faded assassi- 
nation attempt on Khalid Me- 
shaL a Hamas leader, in Jordan 
by Mossad. the Israeli foreign 
intelligence organisation. A se- 
nior offidal was quoted yester- 
day as saying that the other 
Israeli intelligence chiefs were 
prepared "to undergo a lie de- 
tector lest" to prove that Dan- 
ny Yatom, the head of Mossad, 
did not tell them of his plan. 



Tricolour: Kiran fighter aircraft from the Indian air force trailing smoke ir * the 

celebrations of the fort* 65th anniveraary in New Delhi yesterday Photograph: Kamal Khshore/Reut n 
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US outlaws funding to 
named terrorist groups 


The United States yesterday 
designated 30 groups as foreign 
terrorist organisations, mak- 
ing it jUegd to provide funds for 
then) and denying their mem- 
bers or representatives US 
visas. It did not include the Irish 
Republican Army. 

The groups included a range 
of Palestinian groups, two Jew- 
ish or ganis ations, the Iranian 
Mujahedin-e Khaiq and Th m D 
separatists in Sri Lanka, among 
others. 

Madeleine Albright, the 
Secretary of State, announcing 
the move mandated by a 1996 
US law, said the goal was to 
“make the United States fully 
a no-support-for-terrorism 
zone". 

The law makes it an offence 
to provide funds or other ma- 
terial support to the groups 
named yesterday: denies Amer- 
ican visas to “aliens abroad who 


are members or representa- 
tives" of the groups; and re- 
quires US financial Institutions 
to block funds under their con- 
trol that belong to the groups. 

James Rubin, a US State 
Department spokesman, said 
that although the IRA was not 
on the list, the United States 
intended to keep it “under ac- 
tive review.” 

The designations expire in 
two years' time unless renewed, 
but more groups could be 
added to the list in future, Mr 
Rubin said. 

"Well-known groups includ- 
ed on the list were the Islamic 
resistance organisation Hamas, 
the Basque group ETA, the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah organisa- 
tion, the Cambodian Khmer 
Rouge, the Kurdistan Workers' 
Party (PKK), and Peru’s Shin- 
ing Path and TUpac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement. 


Sanctions on Sierra Leone 

The UN Security Council voted unanimously to impose oil, 
arms and travel sanctions on Sierra Leone in an effort to 
punish a military junta for toppling the country’s elected gov- 
ernment The coup in the tiny West African nation on 25 
May has become a test case for African countries. 

Henderson visit to Turkey 

Doug Henderson, foreign office minister, will visit Turkey 
from 13-15 October. He will meet the Foreign Minister, Is- 
mail Cem, in Ankara before travelling to Istanbul. 

Pauline blows to Mexico 

Hurricane Pauline continued its slow but ominous march 
toward the southern Mexican coastline, churning up hell- 
ish seas and instilling fear among locals unaccustomed to a 
fierce storm. Forecasters said Pauline was likely to run into 
the Oaxaca coastline last night or early today. 

Diplomat admits killing 

A member of the Georgian Embassy in Washington whose 
government waived diplomatic immunity pleaded guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter in a car accident that killed a 
teenage gui The diplomat, Gueorgui Makharadze, also plead- 
ed guilty to four counts of aggravated assault He was held 
in jail pending sentencing on 19 December. 


Kim Jong ii is finally official 
leader of North Korea 


The world's most mysterious 
political figure. Kim Jong 0, yes- 
terday finally got the promotion 
everyone had been waiting for 
and, for the first time in more 
than three years. North Korea, 
officially once again had a 
leader. 

Mr Kim, the so-called “Dear 
Leader", was appointed general 
secretary of the Workers' Par- 
ty of Korea, the Stalinist ruling 
party formerly headed by Mr 
Kim's father, Kim 11-sung, who 
died in July 1994. Confirmation 
that the 55-year-old Kim was 
formally inheriting his father's 
mantle had been delayed until 
the traditional three-year peri- 
od of mounting was over, even 
though he was named as heir- 
apparent in 1974. The an- 
nouncement was made this 
week to coincide with Friday’s 
anniversaiy celebrations of the 
party's founding. 

Mr Kim was already head of 
the armed forces, but he has 
not yet taken over his late fa- 
ther’s position as slate presi- 
dent, a job which may remain 


I- 1 . 


vacant for some lime to come. 

The spectacular show which 
is likely to be mounted tomor- 
row to mark the occasion will 
be in sharp contrast to the 
famine and economic collapse 
which has gripped North Korea 
for the past two years. The 
world will now be watching to 
see whether Mr Kim’s formal 
appointment opens up any pos- 
sibility of polity changes, in par- 
ticular any hint that North 
Korea might consider the ben- 
efits experienced in neigh- 
bouring China from loosening 
rigid Communist economic the- 
ory. Linle is known reliably 
about ihe man and whether he 
is likely to demonstrate any re- 
formist tendencies. 

The official propaganda 
about Mr Kim’s appointment is 
beyond parody, claiming that 
the autumn blossoming of apri- 
cot and pear trees, and the cap- 
ture by fishermen of a rare, 
albino sea cucumber, showed 
that Mr Kim had “heaven's 
mandate" to lead the county. 

Teresa Poole 
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Cairo declares war 
on the press 




E gypt has launched an 
unprecedented 

cam P a *Sn against the 
press in Cairo, taking 
journalists to court 
for a story that was nev- 
er published and banning 
foreign correspondents 
from reporting attacks 
on tourists. All this In a 
country which claims to 
he a functioning 
democracy. 

“Meet me in court," Magdi 
Hussein said. And sure enough, 
when 1 turn up at the Egyptian 
nunisiiy of justice’s courthouse 
in the Cairo suburb of Ab- 
bassiya, there is the bespecta- 
cled and bearded editor of the 
Islamist Al-Shaab newspaper - 
published twice weekly with a 
circulation of 130,000 - stand- 
ing in the tired atrium of Court 
Number 3, wearing his usual 
friendly scowl of contempt for 
authority. He is appealing a li- 
bel case brought by Alaa al-AIfi. 
the son of the interior minister, 
whom his newspaper has ac- 
cused of refusing to settle a 
Cairo hotel bill and then bul- 
lying the staff when they de- 
manded payment. 

Mr Hussein spends a lot of 
his time accusing the ruling au- 
thorities of corruption. So do 
other journalists in Cairo. Mr 
Hussein hims elf awaits trial on 
six other hearings, including an- 
other libel case for hearing in 
a criminal court brought by 
minis ter Hassan al-AIfi himself 
- whom Mr Hussein accuses of 
protecting drug traffickers. 
Four other writers and a car- 
toonist on A l-Shaab are named 
in the charge. Minister al-AIfi, 
needless to say, denies every- 
thing. And like Egypt itself, Mr 
Hussein's court cases drag on 
without resolution. 

Kafka - cliche though it 
may be to say so - would be at 
home in Court Number 3. The 


ceiling fans slowly turn the 

sweaty heat high above us while 
against the wall, 20 handcuffed 
prisoners stand inside a me- 
dieval iron cage, awaiting trial 
Lawyers howl pleas at tbe three 
docile-looking civilian judges 
while guards bawl at women rel- 
atives of the caged men. Above 
the din, I can just hear one of 

the minister’s two advocates de- 
manding a verdict within hours. 
Mr Hussein - uncaged - stands 
before the bench with tbe same 
unpitying smile. 

It would be pleasant to be- 
lieve that this is some kind of 
aberration, a freak deviation 
from Egypt’s much trumpeted 
(and American-backed) 
democracy. Alas, no. Only last 
month, a Cairo court found six 
journalists from the Saudi- 
owned Arab daily Asharq al- 
Awsat guilty of libelling 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


President Hosni Mubarak's 
two sons, Ala and Gamal, by 
claiming that both used their fa- 
ther's name for furthering busi- 
ness deals. Five of the reporters 
escaped imprisonment because 
they were outside the country 
but the sixth, an Egyptian, re- 
ceived six months in jaiL 
Oddly, the supposedly li- 
bellous article never appeared 
- the Egyptians started pro- 
ceedings on the basis of an ad- 
vertisement in the paper for a 
story that was to appear in its 
sister magazine Al-Jedida. It was 
only after Asharq pulped 
120,000 copies of the offending 
magazine, fired two journalists 
and issued a grovelling apolo- 
gy that the unforgiving Egyp- 
tians took the journalists to 
coxxtluAsharq, one of the most 
prestigious of Arab journals, 
then dosed its Cairo office. 


Military prosecutors mean- 
while banned reporters from 
writing about the killing of 
nine German tourists by gun- 
men outside the Cairo Na- 
tional Museum last month. 
The ministry of tourism said 
journalists had no right to quev 
lion the official version of the 
attack on the bus - which states 
that two rather than five gun- 
men staged the assault - nor to 
call it an organised "Islamist ter- 
rorist" operation because the 
principle gunman was “insane". 
Tbe fact that the principal 
killer, Saber abu el-Ulla, shout- 
ed “Allatau Akbar" (God is 
great) as he set fire to the bus 
was ignored. 

Even more embarrassing 
was the fact that Saber abu el- 
Ulla was responsible for killing 
two Americans and a French- 
man in 1993 (again crying “Al- 
latau Akbar" and again excused 
as “insane”). The Egyptians, of 
course, are frightened that their 
tourist industry will again col- 
lapse if the slaughter of the Ger- 
mans appears to be political. 
Potential tourists should not be 
warned. Hence the ban. Even 
this report is thus technically in 
breach of Egyptian law. 

Already one major Euro- 
pean news organisation has 
cravenly come to heel and cen- 
sored all its reports on the at- 
tack. International news 
agencies and television com- 
panies are equally fearful that 
if they breach the censorship 
law, the Egyptians may dose 
their offices. Thus Cairo bu- 
reaux have become hostages to 
prevent journalists from re- 
porting the story, preservation 
of the office, it seems, is more 
important than the truth. “The 
government also intimidates 
our Egyptian stringers," a for- 
eign news agency journalist 
says. “When this happens, our 
news dries up. So what are we 
going to cover?". 

The independent Cairo- 
based Middle East Times suf- 
fered official punishment on 



MEDIA'S 

NADIR 

The Arab media is in a sor- 
ry state, lfitplayed its 

credible role in opposing 
colonial rote in the Middle 

East. It is now at its nadir- 

supporting local dictators, 
censoring its own reports, 
accepting bribes from the 

rich and powerful, acting as 

a mouthpiece for ruthless 
regimes. 

Hussein, that most 
’Ymsworth/’ of pro-Wta*- 

ero Arab leaders, has re- 
cently dosed down B 


Censors’ target: Reports of the Cairo tourist bus attack, 


in which nine died, have been banned Photograph: Norbet Schiller 


22nd August when its editor, 
Thomas Cromwell, was de- 
tained at Cairo airport and 
deported to Athens without 
explanation. His next editorial, 
written abroad, was headlined 


“a Letter from Exile" and ad- 
mitted government censorship 
of the paper. 

-It’s very difficult to have a 
free press without real democ- 
racy ” Magdi Hussein says out- 


side Court Number 3. “The 
government cancelled democ- 
racy when they held elections 
which were unfair and now 
they refuse to allow us to in- 
vestigate corruption in high 


places. There is a red line and 
journalists must not cross that 
red line." But hasn’t he done 
just that, I ask? The grim re- 
turns. “That," he says, “is why 
I’m here now.” 


v**ki y • „ 

them Islamist Lebanon s 
freelance television stations 

have been cut to four--" 

owned by prominent mem- 
bers of the Lebanese gov- 
ernment In Syria, Jordan. 

Iraq, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, the 

United Arab Emirates, 
Oman, Libya, Morocco and 

Tunisia, critidsm of the head 

of state is seen as treachery 

In TripoB, Cairo. Algiers 
(where more than 50 jour- 
nalists have been kitted by Is- 
lamists). Tunis and capitals 
of the Gulf states, journal- 
ists are imprisoned for the 

mildest critkism. In Lebanon 

- where the press is still 

comparatively free — and Jor- 
dan and Palestine, writers 
have been locked up- The 
Saudi-owned international 
Arab press - especially AF 

j-toyot and Ashonj oWwsot - 

have some freedom. 

But the Saudi-owned Or- 
bit channel brought about 
the collapse of BBC’s Ara- 
bic television service over 
a programme about the 
kingdom. 

Israel cannot be left out 
of the equation. Local cen- 
sorship means that most ac- 
counts of the attempted 
murder by Mossad of a 

Hamas leader in Amman are 
preceded by the words “for- 
eign media are reporting—" 
Yosef Lapid, an Israeli 
journalist, this week de- 
scribed the censorship as “an 
infantile game" - but at 
least he could say It. 
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Test papers kept back to 
stop schools cheating 


Measures to stop teachers and 
pupils benefiting from previews 
of national tests were 
announced yesterday. 
Headteachers accused ministers 
of using a sledgehammer to 
crack a nut as only five cases of 
cheating in 18,000 schools were 
found this year. Judith Judd, 
Education Editor, assesses the 
need for new procedures. 


The Government announced yesterday 
that it was tightening up arrangements 
for national curriculum tests in English, 
maths and science for 11- and 14-year- 
olds. The move follows allegations that 
schools opened papers in advance and 
coached pupils for this year’s tests - one 
headteacher resigned after confessing 
that he hud done so. 

From next summer, schools will not 
be allowed to open papers until one hour 
before they are used and local authori- 
ties will carry out new spot checks to 
make sure that the papers have not been 
opened before the test date. 

ftjpeis will be sent out only a few days 
in advance of the tests instead of a fort- 


night early, and headteachers will have 
to sign declarations that tests in the three 
subjects for 11- and 14-year-olds have 
been administered properly and fairly. 

At present, heads may open papers 
early if they have permission from the 
School Curriculum and Assessment Au- 
thority, which oversees the tests. They 
are allowed to do so if they need to make 
special provision for pupils, for instance 
translation in maths and science for chil- 
dren who do not speak English. 

Ministers need to ensure that the tests 
are rigorous because the Government has 
staked its reputation on achieving chal- 
lenging targets based on national test re- 
sults. Estelle Morris, the education 
minister, said that she was sure that the 
overwhelming majority of teachers did 
not cheat but the Government needed 
to have absolute confidence in the results. 

Government exam advisers who in- 
vestigated cheating allegations after Lhis 
year's tests in May looked into 35 cases 
in which examiners were suspicious be- 
cause pupils in the same school were giv- 
ing very similar answers. In five cases, 
including that of the head who confessed, 
there was clear evidence of cheating. In 
a further 13 there was some evidence but 
not enough for local authorities to dis- 
cipline a teacher. 


One reason why reports of cheating 
are much more widespread than this may 
be that schools are so nervous about their 
position on the league table that they ac- 
cuse others of breaking the rules. Offi- 
cials who this summer investigated an 
anonymous letter accusing a Shropshire 
school of cheating found that it had no 
foundation. 

Doug McAvoy, general secretary of 
Lhe National Union of Teachers, said that 
schools must not break the -rules but 
added: “The fact that the Government 
has seen fit to act indicates the impos- 
sibly high stakes attached to the tests." 

Ms Morris said: “Rigorous tests to- 
gether with teachers’ assessments of 
pupils are essenLial in monitoring 
progress towards our demanding liter- 
acy and numeracy targets. 

“We regard the integrity of tests as 
paramount and it is essential that they 
are fair - and seen to be fair - to all 
pupils." 

But David Hart, general secretary of 
the National Association of Head Teach- 
ers, said: “No one in their right min d 
would object to any reasonable steps by 
the Government to tighten the admin- 
istration of next year's tests but there is 
a danger that the Government is taking 
a sledgehammer to crack a nut." 



A pupil at Millverton Combined School, Leamington Spa, sitting the II -year-olds’ test Photograph: Joel Chant 
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Heads voice doubt 
over LEA powers 


The government wants 
local education 
authorities to act as 
Improvement monitors 
and make sure schools 
play their part in the 
crusade to raise 
standards. But head 
teachers' leaders are not 
sure LEAs are up to the 
job. Lucy Ward finds 
schools rejecting town 
hall Interference. ' 


In its response to the govern- 
ment’s Excellence in Schools 
White paper, the National As- 
sociation of Head Teachers 
yesterday said ministers arc 
proposing to hand local au- 
thorities excessive powers over 
schools in the name of driving 
up standards. The heads ex- 
pressed strong reservations 
over the ability of “a significant 
number" of LEAs to supervise 
schools' progress. 

Under the proposal LEAs 
will gain a central role, with new 
duties to approve development 
plans for schools and new pow- 
ers to take back some control 
of those which are failing. 

Every’ school will have to 
work with its authority to agree 
improvement targets based on 
its own and others' perfor- 
mance in tests, exams and in- 
spections. and must submit to 
monitoring of its progress. 

The head teachers' union 
insists that LEAs must not be 
given powers to approve 
schools’ annual plans, and 
questions whether ministers 
can be truly confident of the 


local education authorities’ 
ability ro “deliver their part of 
the bargain". It points to the ex- 
ample of the London borough 
of Hackney, which accepted in- 
tervention by a government-ap- 
pointed “improvement team" 
after an inquiry uncovered mis- 
management and neglect of 
schools. 

While only a tiny minority of 
authorities are in such crisis, 
others are also causing concern, 
according to the union. It warns 
that small unitary authorities . 
recently created and new fo 
running education, may face 
particular problems coping with 
the challenge of monitoring 
all schools. 

Other LEAs could well act 
unreasonably in exercising 
new powers set out in the 
While Paper, the head teach- 
ers' union says. Under the pro- 
posals, they will gain the right 
to intervene where schools are 
struggling by appointing addi- 
tional local authority governors 
or, as a last resort, withdrawing 
budget delegation. 

The union claims many 
LEAs have run down their in- 
spector and adviser service to 
virtual ly nil or have kept staff 
but sent them to join Ok ted in- 
spections of schools in other au- 
thorities in order to raise 
revenue. “They may not be in 
a fit state to fulfil the Govern- 
ment's expectations," it says. 

Ministers believe they have 
pul adequate safeguards in 
place to ensure authorities play 
their pan in the standards dri- 
ve. The White Paper will give 
the Government new powers to 
send a “hit squad” into LEAs 
which fail to live up to their new 
responsibilities. 


Compromise over 
excluded pupils 


"Confroniationul” procedures 
used to exclude children from 
school should be replaced by a 
new approach aimed at com- 
promise rather than conflict, lo- 
cal authorities have told 
ministers. 

The present system, in 
which parents go through a for- 
mal appeals process if they 
disagree with a school's decision 
to exclude, serves neither chil- 
dren nor staff welL according 
to the Local Government As- 
sociation. It proposes an alter- 
native. in which all sides would 
hold a joint “case conference" 
when a headteacher was con- 
sidering excluding a child. This, 
it says, would prevent con- 
frontations such as at Mantun 
Junior School, in Notting- 
hamshire. last year when teach- 
ers went on strike after 
governors overturned the 
head's decision to exclude 10* 
year-old Matthew Wilson. 

Local education authori- 
ties. who pul their proposal to 
(he schools minister Estelle 
Morris on Tuesday, first raised 


m 



if i 


the suggestion a year ago with 
Gillian Shephard, then Secre- 
tary of State for Education. Mrs 
Shephard said the switch might 
be possible without legislation. 
At present, a head's decision to 
exclude a pupil is coasidered by 
the governing body, which usu- 
ally hacks the move, and by the 
LEA which can reinstate the 
child. Parents and governing 
bodies have the right to appeal 
against an LEA’s decision. 

Governors support their 
headteachers in % per cent of 
cases, and parental appeals 
succeed in only 1 percent, the 
Local Government Associa- 
tion's chairman Graham Lane 
said. Under his association's 
proposal, which would come 
into force wherever parents 
objected to an exclusion, LEA 
officials would mediate be- 
tween parents and school. If 
parents were still dissatisfied, 
governors and LEA represen- 
tatives would form a panel to 
review (he case, taking evi- 
dence from parents, the head 
and Other relevant people. 
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ursuits of the Millennium - the divine side of Tyneside 
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I Baltic Flour Mills (main pic) get a facelift by Ellis 
Williams; 2 Regional Music Centre by Norman Foster 
& Partners, in concept stage; 3 Steel double-arched ; 
footbridge opens like a visor; 4 Dickinson Dees, by 
Piers Gough 1 and CZWG; 5 The Malmaison hotel, opens 
soon; 6 Terry Farrell's international Centre for Life 


I Fm-to-face across the 
i rvr Tyne, two towns 
! sue In dark 

i 

l pc-mcfustrial decline - 
sjBuhippirtg, sans mines, 
sJ industry, sans 
evything. The state of 
• Nvcastleand 
' Geshead was sad to 
1 bold. Then comes the 
| raissance, already well 
i aonced. If you are in 
I sexh of exciting 
; anitectural renewal, 
ss Nome Niesewand, look 
i rkth east 


' T North East of Britain is 


itjfig. Jf you’re at all inter- 
• cSf in art and architecture, 
leione town planning in the 
2. century. Gateshead and 
Nvasile. the two towns 
wth face each other across 
{{-Tyne, are becoming just 
alit the most exciting places 
. irlriiain.. For decades they 
' vie impoverished, belea- 
; and decaying. But their 
stessful effort to seize lol- 
; ti money and Arts Council 
! {ding has transformed re- 
ddant factories and ware- 
tises into housing, hotels and 
agalleries. 

jlrvate in their need to give 

dr ciiireiw a fitture ifl ihe oext 

^pv. Newcastle has brought 
. .ilftcart to the inner dry. with 
hsport and housing and two 
tyersities, while Gateshead 
hgone for culture. When arts 
' fding was cut in the early 
Bities, Gateshead kept their 
» programme, using the 

(eshead Garden Festival to 
. dnote contemporary sculp- 

li and stnrled their own an 

'cection. ( 

' . (Tie rise from the ashes of 
d-industrial collapse has 
g, dramatic. New business 
oe to the industrial parks 
med with EU grants -Sam- 

I Siemens. IBM and N.s- 

^Newcastle is now the fifth 


Council architect John Devlin 
is clear about the ground plans: 
“ Wc don't want the South 
Bank of London happening 
here. With its mish-mash of 
buildings.winds.wept squares 
and parcellcd-up land all com- 
peting with each other in in- 
harmonious styles.” 

A beautiful bridge by Chris 
Wilkinson Architects is pro- 
posed. to link Newcastle Quay- 
side to the international arts 
complex planned in the old 
Baltic Flour Mills on the oth- 
er side of the Tyne in 
Gateshead. The bridge has to 
be able to rise when ships pass. 
Architects Chris Wilkinson and 
Jim Eyre found inspiration in 
motor cycle helmets - and in 
particular the pivots that swing 
the visor upwards. 

These springing points, like 
the helmet visor points, allow 
two arches to pivot. One pulls 
down and locks in place across 


Baltic Flour Mills conversion, 
for which the Millennium Com- 
mission granted £33.4m; £45- 
£55 million for the music centre 
next door for which they have 
had just £1.5 million Arts 
Council funding to develop 
the project and £7.5 million for 
the bridge. 

But they are building on 
their encounter with an angeL 
Anthony Gormley’s steel angel 
sculpture, as tall as four dou- 
ble decker buses, weighing 200 
tons with a wing span nearly as 
big as a jumbo jet. It will be 
erected in sections between 
now and Christmas at the point 
where the A1 road meeLs 
Gateshead. 

“If it hadn't been for the an- 
gel,” says Peter Stark of 
Gateshead Council, “none of 
this funding for the arts would 
have come our way. The coun- 
cil proved we could deliver the 
angel on time, to budget, in the 
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The Angel of the North 


^Newcastle is now the lift h 
test retail centre in Britain. 
/Jhe fortunes of the ^ciues 
n&d to turn round, so aid the 
%CnciL it was ^ t0 P 0 * h3Ct 

nev into the community, to 

qte a mile-tong satipw 
^ along the river, an art* 
(ire and a regional centre for 
tic, designed by Norman 
Ber. primarily For the Nortn- 

cSinfonia. The Gateshead 


the water lo form the deck. The 
other, a 45 metre high steel 
parabola of thin suyensjon 
rods, supports il and echoes the 
J cinves of Swen- 
son's 1845 High Level Bndgt 

and the l^Mou Hay and An- 
derson Tyne Bridge. 

The Millennium Commis- 
sion arc meeting this month to 

discuss its funding, along with 

Norman Fliers Millennium 
Bridge from St Pauls to Baak- 
side across the Thames* They 
have £750 million of lottery 
monev to dive away in this third 
phase, but projects bidding for 
over £580 million. 

Gateshead Council are stifl 

wtongalot of sponsorship. 
^ needed £46m for the 


face of opposition.’' First, the 
Gateshead rate payers didn't 
want the angel because they 
didn't like it. Then they didn't 
want it because they thought 
Millennium money would be 
better spent on hospitals and 
schools, even though lottery 
money is specifically targeted 
for arts programmes. The 
council pointed out that if they 
didn't apply they would fuse out 
to another region. 

Anyway, Gormley grew on 
them. When he showed “The 
Field”, 40.000 tiny lerracolia 
sculptures arranged for the Vi- 
sual Arts of the North pro- 
gramme last year. 25.000 
people came to see it. Perhaps 
Gateshead is learning to be 


proud of Gormley, though they 
are not quite at one. There was 
a proposal to name the Angel 
of the North “Princess Diana”. 
No, said Gormley. Anyway, 
it’s an androgynous angel. 

Newcastle's housing policy 
is to transmute the decaying 
factories, shops and ware- 
houses into reasonably priced, 
high quality housing with ur- 
ban regeneration grants from 
the Government agency, Eng- 
lish Partnership. Its main shop- 
ping street has resembled a 
building site for nine months 
as the city council embarked 
upon a project to turn it into 
the most attractive pedestrian 
precinct and to convert aban- 
doned buildings in shops with 
apartments. 

The Granger Estate, a 75 
mile inner city area, gets a £40 
million investment. Nobody 
ever envisaged the Gfllette 
razor factory being on the cut- 
ting edge of new housing but, 
cleaned up, given a new roof 
and light wells all along the 
loading bay. it had 300 appli- 
cations for 63 apartments. 
Now the style-conscious, cos- 
mopolitan Malmaison hotel 
opens in the old Co-op on the 
Quayside. The biggest millen- 
nium project planned as a 
crowd puller by Newcastle 
who have been relatively re- 
strained in making millennium 
monuments, is the Interna- 
tiona] Centre for Life. At this 
genetics institute in Terry Far- 
rell's new building you can say 
Jiello to Dolly, the cloned 
sheep ail'd other curiosities. • 

As Jim Daly, the RIBA ar- 
chitect who showed me around 
says: “Newcastle's time has 
come at last. We saw it hap- 
pening to Liverpool and Man- 
chester and now it’s our mm.” 
The neon-lit sculpture by 
Richard Wilson on the faqades 
of the Baltic Mill conversion, 
called “This Place is Jumping”, 
says it all. 

If David Howell, or Lord 
Howell of Guildford, is to be 
believed, one day the ships will 
return as well. Baltic Flour 
Mills refers to the shipping 
trade from Baltic ports east to 
west. Now that the Russians 
have opened up trade, he sees 
Newcastle as being strategically 
placed to benefit all over 
again. If the big. ships ever do 
come back here, the Millen- 
nium bridge will be there to 
open for them. 
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It may be good old fashioned witchcraft, but it works 


Researchers are 
claiming that a 
stressful job can 
cause miscarriage; 
there may be some 
truth in it. But there 
is an antidote, says 
CeSa Dodd. It’s called 
tender loving care. 


“Go-getters who put their 
unborn babies at risk.” 
“Overtime in stressful job 
triples miscarriage risk.” 
So screamed the head- 
lines this summer, an- 
nouncing the latest 
research on miscarriage 
from the University of 
California which found 
that Lawyers who worked 
a 45-hour week were 
three times more hkeiy to 
have suffered a miscar- 
riage than those who 
worked less than 35 
hours. The key factor, it 
appeared, was stress. 

What are pregnant 
women - and miscarriage 
sufferers in particular -to 
make of tins? Should they 
hand in their notice? 
Work to rule? Since nei- 
ther option is realistic or 
desirable it’s reassuring to 
learn that the findings 
have been greeted with 
cautious scepticism by 
British researchers. 

Professor James Walk- 
er, who runs the recurrent 
miscarriage clinic at St 
James’s Hospital in 
Leeds, says “It’s too sim- 
plistic to say that women 
who are worried about 
miscarrying should cut 
down the stress in their 
lives. Obviously if they’re 
extra stressed in their job 
or private life that may be 
a factor. But miscarriage 
can cause a lot of prob- 
lems at work and within 
marriages, and it’s diffi- 
cult to know how much is 
due to the stress of the job 
and how much is due to 
the stress of the problem.” 

One in four women 
miscarry at least once. 
One in 100 women suffer 
three or more miscar- 
riages. It is rarefy possible 
to find a cause, particu- 
larly for the most com- 
mon miscarriages which 
occur before 14 weeks 
(one in six pregnancies). 


Even with miscarriages 
b^ween 14 and 24 weeks 
(only one in 50 pregnan- 
es) a specific cause is not 
always fo und 

Yet inevitably women 
want to find a reason and 
too often they feel it’s 
their fault - for having 
had too much wine, to- 
bacco, OT sex, for fairing 
too many, or too few vit- 
a rom g, for exercising too 
ranch or too little (the re- 
cent upsurge of interest in 
pre-COUCeption p lanning 
has done much to in- 
flame all this guilt). It’s 
tempting to dismiss the 
California research as yet 
another way of making 
women feel they’re to 
blame. 

Yet stress - the high 
anxiety caused by a pre- 
vious miscarriage rather 
than the pressure of a 
high-powered job -is in- 
creatingfy acknowledged 
as a possible contributing 
factor. Professor Stalker 
says; “Women who mis- 
carry and women who 
start bleeding in early 
pregnancy have very high 
anxiety levels. Most of 
the care we have set up 
here is related to reduc- 
ing that stress as much as 
we can. The higher the 
level of psychological sup- 
port you can give a 
woman before and in the 
early stages of any preg- 
nancy subsequent to mis- 
carriage, the lower the 
chances of another mis- 
carriage occurring. They 
require a huge amount of 
TLC - totally non-med- 
ical, unproven witchcraft 
basicalfy-but it’s impor- 
tant” His view is sup- 
potted by two recent 
studies on the effects of 
intensive psychological 
support in Norway and 
New Zealand. 

“TLC" or Tender Lov- 
ing Care is the rather 
soppy name given to the 
support offered to 
women by St James's. In 
fact what they get is much 
more than a sympathetic 
ear and a reassuring pat 
on the head. Weekly ul- 
trasound scans - which 
can pick up a baby’s 
heartbeat just five weeks 
into the pregnancy - of- 
fer physical proof that 
the baby is still alive, and 


where it's deemed ap- 
propriate, conventional 
medical treatment is of- 
fered. But, Professor 
Walker says, “It's very 
difficult to separate the ef- 
fect of these treatments 
from psychological sup- 
port If you give someone 
an injection once a week 
that is a very strong sup- 
port - they are getting 
something to help them. 
There is a huge placebo 
effect". 

Professor Lesley Re- 
gan, who runs the largest 
recurrent miscarriage 
clinic in the western 
world, at St Marys in 
Paddington, admits that 
she is also mystified by the 
fact that patients offered 
immediate aooess to med- 
ical help seem to do ex- 
traordinarily well “I can't 
explain h in physiological 
terms but I ck) think tihere 
is something about help- 
ing women to help them- 
selves which is of benefit 
to them. Most patients 
want you to find some- 
thing wrong and it often 
takes a long time to ex- 
plain that infect it’s prob- 
ably better if we don't 
But if you're an intelli- 
gent book-reading per- 
son and no one can give 
you an answer it’s terribly 
frustrating. Women be- 
come quite depressed be- 
cause they feel out of 
control, which they are. 
Most of my job is putting 
them back in control.” 

Her job is also to find 
more answers and more 
effective treatments. One 
of the most significant 
recent breakthroughs at 
St Mary’s has been the. 
use of low-dose aspirin 
and the anti-dotting drug 
Heparin to help prevent 
early miscarriages in 
women who cany Lupus 
antibodies, but who do 
not exhibit any other 
symptoms of the disease 
-about 15 per cent of re- 
current miscarriers. The 
antibodies can cause dot- 
ting in the blood vessels 
that supply the placenta 
and this leads to the 
baby’s death at any time 
up to 28 weeks. Drug 
therapy increases the live 
birth rate in these women 
from 10 per cent to 70 per 
oent- a finding which, im- 
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dfn&al research education 
advisbfvhad three 


k i s ar i M g^ after she first 
at age 29. After : 


Royal London 
ne^^CT*^T^'^ftoca>Tiage clinic 
ihe gwelrirdi’to Identical 
tV/te^^lTeriaml Louisa. & 


*ftt t&tinfcoif Efikdnscarriages my > 
was i ' involved a t 

ctffoweffin^ thaistr ; \ 

had coirtr&tt^fof&e ntiscamag . 
partly be«(uss bed r . 

I felt vtjyguBty burl couldn’t char r 
my i ' 


Barbara Hepworth-Jones with her identical twin daughters Ellen and Louisa, age three 
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like many others, has 
stood the test of time. 
Professor Regan's team is 
now looking at whether 
some women have a ge- 
netic predisposition to 
infections in the womb 
which are linked with 
miscarriage, and into 
hormonal abnormalities. 

It all sounds highly 


optimistic. But the harsh 
reality for individual 
women is that there are 
still only a handful of 
clinks offering lire kind of 
support pioneered at St 
James' s and St Mary’s, al- 
though more are now fol- 
lowing Iheir example. 
Most women have to suf- 
fer at least three miscar- 


riages before doctors are 
willing to investigate. 

This has particular 
repercussions for the in- 
creasing numbers of 
women who delay preg- 
nane/ until their late 30s 
and beyond, whea the 
risks of miscarriage be- 
come much higher any- 


Some clinics take a 
more humane approach 
to their queuing system 
titan others. But the treat- 
ment currently available 
to women of all ages is 
still a lottery depending 
on where they live, their 
GP’s willingness to refer 
them, and their own de- 
termination. 


For mom information send 
an sae to The Miscarriage 
.4ssociation, Clayton Hos- 
pital, Nonhgate, Wake- 
field, West Yorkshire, WFJ 
3JS. Tel- [01924) 200799. 
Professor Lesley Regan’s 
book, ‘Miscarriage: What 
Every Woman Needs to 
Know' is published by 
Bloomsbury, £7-99 


I spent Isaaks lookup op dungs 
medical jotmtatb; desperately trying 
find a cause oc^reratHteis tbatwm 
■ mak e it aQ right-next time. I thin 
was also toolang.fra reassnrance tl - 
it wasn’t.my fault. Xgot depressed a 
couldn't stand to bewitb friends w 
were pr^nanL lic bitiy thing tl 
helped was talking to o ther worn . 
wbo’dbadrmscaniagestoo." 7 : 

My husband was obviously up* , 
but be seemed to fe<4£aiiiif confide 
that next time things woukigoOK-w 
main problemwaS-dealing with m? 
I thotgfrtwe’d ngver h av e a baby. I di 
n't tell anyone at work aboutthe in 
carnages. My employers didn’t II 
people getting pregnant and l taaev 
wouldn't get any fong-terin projects ; 
maternity leave.loobedlikeiy. 

After the third miscarriage. I wei 
for various tests at the Rpyal Londo 
mo5t ofwbich were negative They sa 
it was possible that nfyimmun&syste 
was rejecting the baby* sa l was ir 
munised with my husband’s wh> 
blood dells.. Studies done since sha 
the difference this makes ismargjm 
but at the thhe I felt It might help. 

When ray pregnancy test was po 
itive I attended their eariy pregnaru 
support clinic. I could phone up^ft 
was worried and got a kit of TLC The 
held a special scanning afternoon ft 
recurrent miscarriers, when thex 
were no happy, very pregnant wome 
in the waiting room. X would see th 
heartbeat on the scan and feel conf 
dent for a few days then; when th« 
woreoff.it was otify another three d£^ 
until the next scan. That care-and re 
assurance really got me through. 

I was certain it would go wrong, s 
I didn’t acknowledge that I was go in 
to have babies until six weeks be for 
the due date, when X bought two Bab} 
gros. Within two days I gave birth t 
Identical twin girls - premature bi 
healthy. I've done a lot of reading am 
I’m fairly sure that my miscarridflk 
were just bad luck, caused by due 
tnosomal abnormalities. But at th 
time you can't appreciate that.” 


My sister says Dad abused her as a child. Should I believe her? 



VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 


WHAT READERS SAY 


DILEMMAS 


Judith thought she had 
a happy childhood, but 
her sister has suddenly 
revealed that their 
father abused her 
every night; creeping 
into her bedroom. Her 
father is very upset - 
as is her mother - and 
denies it completely. 

Judith’s sister now 
refuses to see her 
parents. How can 
Judith be loyal to 
everyone? 


One only bas to look at the daughters 
of Enid Bfyton or Antonia White, 
whose views of their mothers varied 
hugely between mum-in-a-million and 
monster, to realise thaL we each have a 
different experience of our parents, 
even sisters close in age. For one, their 
father is a dominating bulfy with a cat- 
o’-nine-taHs always dose to band; for 
the sibling he's a strong but kindly 
character who is all bark and no bite. 

I am always astonished when talking 
about my father to my half-sisters; 
sometimes we are discussing exactly the 
same person, and then we suddenly 
diverge, as if we were each talking 
about a completely different person. 
There is “Christopher", as he was to 
me, and “Daddy", as he was to them. 
For example. I’ll say, “Christopher was 
so insecure," and they'll say: “Insecure? 
Daddy?", completely flummoxed by 
such an idea. 

Parents similarly treat children 
differently. They may make huge 
gender preferences - the boys get all 
the second helpings and the white 
meat, and the girls have to clear the 
table. With children of the same sex, 
some are favoured, some are 
scapegoated. It's a rare but known 
syndrome that a child in a fanufy can be 
so hated that be or she is made to eat 
in a different room, wear second-hand 
clothes, and generally be turned into a 
Cinderella -type slave by a mother who. 
to her other children, is perfectly 
normal warm and affectionate. Up to a 
point there are always slight favourites 
in families, and though they’ve never 
talked about it, everyone knows who's 
the chosen one. 

This would account for the 
difference in behaviour of Judith's 
lather towards the two girls. But are 
her sister’s accusations true? Is she 


correctly remembering what happened? 
Might it have been no more than a case 
of her father coming in at night to 
check she was properly tucked up, and 
give her a kiss before he went to bed 
himself? Might this have got translated 
into abuse by some convinced therapist, 
or indeed even by the sister herself, 
who may be displacing her own early 
feelings of sexual desire for her father 
on to the mao himself so as not to take 
responsibility for them? Or maybe yes, 
her father did find her attractive, but 
never laid a finger on her. We respond 
intuitively to feelings, even if they are 
never acted out. If this was tbe case, 
was it abuse? 

It certainly feels odd to me that 
Judith, even when she was told by her 
sister, had no “Aha! So that explains 
everything" bells going off in her head, 
no feeling that suddenly all the pieces 
bad come together and that that would 
account for the funny looks her father 
bad given her, or the vague feelings of 
tension around. No; she had a perfectly 
happy childhood without a glimmer of 
sexual abuse. Her sister now refuses to 
see either her falher or mother, which 
is odd, because her mother never did 
her any harm, unless she felt that by 
her inaction she was condoning what 
was going on, and there's no evidence 
of this. 

Will the sister cut Judith out of her 
life, too, unless she backs her up in her 
recently discovered memories? 

My advice to Judith is to keep well 
out of it all and hang on to the mem- 
ories of the happy childhood she 
clearly had. Her parents have never 
done her any harm, and second-hand 
hatred or revenge is always unkind. 

If, as a result, her sister wishes to cut 
her out of her life as well ibis, as they 
say, is the sister’s problem. 


Whether true or not, your 
sister needs help 
Child abuse bas a huge profile at 
present. I was abused myself, so 
I dare to say that Lhe current hype 
about it has worked up a frenzy 
which can do more harm than 
good to many victims. And it has 
certainly alerted persons seeking 
attention to a perfect way of 
dramatising themselves. 

What is important in genuine 
cases is for the victim to come to 
terms with what happened, and 
then move on. Whether her 
claims are fabricated or genuine, 
your sister needs professional 
help. I almost hope her claim is 
genuine, as if these are lies she 
must be in a bad way indeed. 
JMC, Caeman-on 


Trust your own gut feeling 
about what happened 

Children are very sensitive to the 
emotional atmosphere at home. 
If you arc genuinely astounded 
to bear this allegation, then it In 
possible that it is not true. 

I say this because in my fam- 
fly it was I who uncovered “mem- 
ories” of sexual abuse, when I was 


clinically depressed in my mid- 
twenties, and accused my father. 
Later, through iherapy, 1 ad- 
mitted to myself that 1 was angry 
with him for a host of unexpect- 
ed reasons, but he had never sex- 
ually abused me. It was a terrible 
time for the whole family. My 
brother sided with me and ef- 
fectively lost Mum and Dad for 
two years. So keep an open 
mind and heart; your parents and 
sister arc still the people you have 
loved all your life. Keep saying 
to them that you don't know 
whether it happened or nol but 
that you hope wboever is telling 
the truth will slick to their guns 
- so that if this rift stems from 
something other than sexual 
abuse, your sister may find it eas- 
ier eventually to admit the truth. 
Kate Bishop, London SW10 


Give your father the chance 

to say sorry 

Unfortunately your sister prob- 
ably has been abused by your 
father -what would she stand to 
gain from making this allegation 
if it were not true? She must be 
every bit as upset as your pore ms: 


I bet she has been building up to 
this for years. She will have con- 
sidered Lhe possible outcome of 
keeping the events of the past to 
herself - bearing the secret bur- 
den with increasing anger, fear- 
ing that any children you and she 
may have would have the same 
treatment from their grandfather. 

Now she is giving him the op- 
portunity to be lhe good father 
she has always longed for, by 
apologising for the abuse. You 
could support everyone by en- 
couraging them lo talk about 
what happened. Your sister 
should slate what she felt at the 
time about your father’s behav- 
iour - unbelievable as it seems, 
be may have thought she liked 
what he did; after all he liked it, 
and she was his giril 

Your father may take the 
olive branch on offer at a fam- 
ily discussion and admit some- 
thing he will have tried to forget 
- that what he did was wrong, and 
he knew it at the time and is sor- 
ry now. If he can summon up the 
courage to admit this, it could be 
the making of him. 

Isabel Brooks. Tomes, Devon 


Keep cm good terms with dT 
the family 

I am a counsellor who has had 
clients with memories of child- 
hood sexual abused would say to 
Judith: If your sister convinces 
you that she has always remem- 
bered the abuse, but has not spo- 
ken of it before, then the 
memoiy is likely to be true.- 
If she has only recently re- 
membered it, whether spontan- 
eously or while in counselling or 
therapy, then there is no way for 
either you or your sister to know 
whether it is true. Sometimes 
such recovered memories are 
true; sometimes they are based 
on real events, but distorted^ 
sometimes they are a symbolic 
dication of some other kind: of 
distress. . ; - - " 

Can you keep on good teems 
with both your parents andyOur 
sister, while making it dear that . 
jpu simply can’t knrowhotaber 
lieve? U is a difficult thing to do," 
but if you succeed you could be 
the means by which somesortbf 
reconciliation (yes, they do hap- 
pen) can be negotiated. : 

Name and address withheld " 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


My grandchildren are coming to 
stay for a few days while my 
daughter-in-law is away. 

She has given me a list of rules, 
such as no sweets, no television 
except half an hour on Friday, 
bath twice a day. only half-an- 
hour on the computer every day. 


and a hit of a left-over punish- 
ment from a few days ago which 
means that my grandson, aged 
eight, has to go to bed at 7 JOpm 
for the rest of the week and be 
shut alone in his room wiLh a 
book. 

I want theiT time with me to 


be happy - do you think I can in- 
sist that these rules be relaxed? 
Sandra. 


Letters are welcome, and every con- 
tributor who has a suggestion 
quoted will be sent a bouquet 
from Inierflora 


Send your comments to me at 
But Features Department. 7J*. 
Independent 1 Canada Square, * 
Canary Wharf, London EI4 50L. 
(fax: 0171-293 2182) by TUesdey; 
morning. And if you haveadfiefa- 
ma of your own that you */otdStifc \ 
to share, please let me tmok-_ ■ * , 
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Otto Ernst Remer 
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Ofta Ernst Remer’s career 

peaked w July 3944 when he 
helped, perhaps decisively to 

! jb-W world history, tij^° 
. ^fe balance m favour of Nazi fef 
oam against the “good Ger- 
wbo were plotting to 
overthrow Adolf Hitler. 

Despite, his relatively low 
rank of major, he was in com* 
mand of the Guards Battalion 
Grossdeutschland in Berlin 

when on 20 July 1944 the mil. 

itary plot against Hitler was in 
full swmg. As is often the case 
with military coups, many of 
those involved at the lower 

levels thought it was an exercise 

Remer was instructed to deploy 
his troops to guard essential 
public buildings. He complied. 

He was further ordered to ar- 
rest Dr Joseph Goebbels, Reich 
Minister for Popular Enlight- 
enment and Prop ag anda, and 
Gauleiter of Berlin. Many young 
jjjpcers would have had diffi- 
'celties with such an order. 
Goebbels was the public face of 
Germany and also the patron of 
the battalion. When the two men 
came face to face, Goebbels 
seized the psychological initia- 
tive, and established contact 
wifh Hitler at the “Waves' Lair 
in Rastenbuig, East Prussia. 



Remer: unrepentant 
Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Hitler promoted Reiner to 
colonel i over the phone and or- 
dered him to move swiftly to 
‘7 ush **» conspirators. Most of 
them were shot, committed 
suicide or were later hanged 
after show* trials. 

Had Remer taken a difBmrni 
hne, it is possible the plot would 
have succeeded. Although 
Hiller had survived the plotters' 
a&sassinaiion attempt, which 
Rilfad some of his entourage in 
a bomb explosion, if the plotters 
had succeeded m taking control 
of Germany the war could have 

ended nearly ayear before it did 

Despite the Allied policy of of- 
fering the Germans only un- 
conditional surrender, with a 
broad national government in 
control in Berlin, public pressure 
for peace would have been wry 
strong in Britain and the US. la 
this situation, Germany could 
have negotiated a better deal. 

Doubts about Remer had 
been expressed by the anti- 
Hitler plotter and Berlin police 
chief Count Wblffvon HelkJorf, 
but he was overruled by his mil- 
itary colleagues wbo thought 
Remer would simply obev su- 
perior orders. Remer had been 
awarded the knight's cross for 
his active service. Only weeks 
before, he had been wounded 
In an air raid and had m.i^> a 
good impression on the Berlin 
conspirators. However, Remer, 
a former Hitler Youth leader, 
remained true to his oath of loy- 
alty to Hitler, which every sol- 
dier had been obliged to give. 

Remer finished the war as 
a major-general before spend- 
ing some time in an American 
POW camp and in a British in- 
ternment camp. He bad had a 
good war as a professional sol- 
dier and found it impossible to 
come to terms with the new 
Germany. The country was oc- 
cupied, divided, disarmed, de- 
spised and battling to cope 
with miffions of refuses. He was 
by no means alone in seeing the 
Third Reich as “12 glorious 
years”. He was fated amongthe 
remnants of those still loyal to 
the Third Reich and was soon 
active in far right politics. 


The party be helped to 
found in Hamlin in October 
1949, the Sozialistischc Rc- 
ichspartei (SRP), was briefly 
successful. In the regional elec- 
tions in Lower Saxony in 1951, 
it attracted 366,790 votes - 11 
per cent. In Bremen in Octo- 
ber, it won 7.7 per cent of the 
vote, with Remer as deputy 
chairman of the party. These re- 
sults shocked the outside world. 
But the truth was. Lower Sax- 
ony had been a Nazi stronghold 
cveo in the 1920s, and the SRP 
was largely confined to that 
area. Of its 10300 members, 
6.500 were in Lower Saxony. 
Meanwhile, an action for slan- 
dering the members of the 
anfi-Na 2 j resistance was 
brought against Remer by sur- 
viving relatives of the July plot- 
ters. Sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment on 15 
March 1952, he fled to Egypt. 
The SRP was banned as un- 
constitutional in the same year. 

Remer remained unrepen- 
tant in his support for Nazi Ger- 
many. if anything, he seemed 
to get more extreme as his 
cause lost popularity. He par- 
ticipated in or led several neo- 
Nazi movements in the decades 
that followed. Until 1989, he 
headed the German Freedom 
Movement (Die Deutsche Frei- 
heitsbewegung); this was one of 
23 similar groups with an esti- 
mated combined membership 
of only 1300. It was on the 
fringe of the fringe of far-right 
politics. From June 1991 to Feb- 
ruary 1994 Remer published the 
Remer Depesche, which claimed 
to have its offices in Britain - 
it was then replaced by the 
Deutschland Report. 

In 1994. he moved to Spain 
to avoid a 22-month sentence 
for mating hatred, violence 
and racism - he was one of a 
small colony of German and 
Austrian “revisionists” who 
denied the Holocaust. The ex- 
tremist magazine Hah evalu- 
ated Roller’s “escape” to Spain 
as “a severe setback for the 
German Federal Government 
in its war against Germany”. 

— Damf CMds 


Dave Marr 


David Francis Marr, golf 
ifayer and television 
'-^mmerttator: bom Houston, 
Texas 27 December 1933; 
twice married (two sons, one 
daughter, and two stepsons); 
died Houston 5 October 1997. 


When Justin Leonard won the 
Open Championship at Royal 
Troon in July, his name was 
added to the line of great Texas 
golfers. Even in the short time 
since then, the game of golf has 
lost two others, first Ben 
Hogan, and now Dave Marr. 

Best known as a television 
Wmroentator. Marr was not in 
same class as his friend 
Hpgan as a player. But what he 
lacked in talent, he made up for 

m heart and courage. His fourth 

and final victory on US Tour 
came at the 1965 USPGA 
Championship at Laurel Valley, 
deep in Arnold Palmer country 
m Pennsylvania, where he held 
off Jack Nicklaus and Billy 


Casper. Not until Daws Lowe dns 
year did another son of a dub 
professional win the USPGA. 

Golf was far from Man's 
whole life. In contrast to the 
majority of modem pros, he was 
based for much of his career in 
New York and passed the 
evenings with friends from 
show-business and sports writ- 
ing, one of whom dubbed him 
“the pro from 52nd Street”. 

His connections and gift for 
storytelling brought Marr to 
ABC TV in 1970, where he 
took over from Byron Nelson 
as the network’s main golf an- 
afyst The highlight of his career 
came, however, vriaen be was in- 
vited to captain the American 
Ryder Cup team in 1981 at Wal- 
ton Heath, Surrey. 

That was the year the visit- 
ing ti ffin read like a who’s who 
of golf - Nicklaus, Johnny 
Miller, Tom 'Watson, Lee Uew- 
no, Ben Crenshaw, Ray Floyd, 
Larry Nelson and this year’s 
captain Tbm Kite among them 


- and they duty delivered a 
nine-point thrashing over the 
Europeans. Yet, Marr could not 
have been a mote courteous, 
gracious or well-liked captain. 

After being unceremoni- 
ously dumped by ABC in 1991, 
Marr was out of work for only 
24 hours. He was hired by the 
BBC, where his soft Tfcxan 
drawl fitted in perfectly along- 
side the mellifluous tones of Pe- 
ter AUiss, and later by NBC, 
where he complimented the 
sometimes acerbic, always 
strident Johnny Miller. 

“Dave Marr is an ambas- 
sador,” Miller told Goif World 
recently. “The greatest gift he has 
is that he always makes every- 
body feel comfortable. As an 
announcer, be’H be constructive 
in his criticism, but it always 
comes in mild sprinklings. He’s 
always appreciated the good 
shots, and it's not that he’s flat- 
tering the players. He just sees 
the good in most things.” 

— Andy FarreH 
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MIDDLE: On 26 September 1997, to 
• Jackie (»5c Wbodcwk) andOuM* 
St Thomas'* Hospital, londoa. a son, 

Charles Aitiais. 
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Douglas-Home, Lord Home of the 
Hired, potitkaan. 1995. Ob this day: 
Captain Cook went ashore in New 
Zealand, 1769; Uganda became in- 
dependent, 1962; the breathalyser 
test came into force fn Britain, 1967. 
Tbday is tbe Feast Day of Saints 
Asdrmucas and AUmssa, St 
Demetrius of Alexandria, St Denis 
: man. Glam waKwn^w*™ or Dionysfos of Paris, St Dionysius 
J Davies MP, 59; Mr Smart Demo, ^ Areopapte, Saints Eleutherius 

s and sflveremhh, 66; Loro 1X>- Rusticus, St Ghislain or 

Gideons, St Louis Bertzan, St John 
Leonard!, St PubGa and St Savin. 


Birthdays 

Tbe Duke of Kent, 62; Mr Joseph 
Ashion MP. 64; Mr Brian Blessed, ac- 
tor 60; Colonel Wffliam Brcwnlow, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of County 
Down, 76; The Right Rev txud 


royal ENGAcm pns 




I Coggan} former Ardwshop oi Lan- 
l ierb£* 88; Sir CoHn Come^ cta*; 
; man, Glaxo Wrftaxoe, 66; Mr Denzfl 
I Davies MP. 59; Mr Dwho, 
«ild- and sawsmnh, 66; Lord Do- 
gidionofKagfajfetonWS^ 
eminent tmmster, 90; Professor Stf 
Herbert Duthie. former 

3S£SSffi.S£&S 

^Professor Sir Fear MusSeld, 
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Mr Bill Tidy, cartoonist, 64. 


Anniversaries 

W rths: C3iarfcs43uuiDc Samt-&£ns, 
1835 ; Alastau Sim, aaor. 


and tu™ and anser. 


1 1562; Ernesto “Ok” 

rcvdoKmaiy,c^>- 
AndnS Mauroa 

^Salomon 

^7 ; Alexander Frederick 


Lectures 

Giesbam College, Barnard’s Inn 
HaR London JECl : Professor Simon 
Lee, “Sex, Law and Morality: the 
40th annrrarsaiy of the WaHenden 
Report", 1pm. 

Royal Society London SWl (Zeneca 
Lecture): Sir Kenneth Murray, “The 
Revolution of the 1970 k potting 
molecular biology toworitT , 530pm. 
JUBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: James Pany, "Cities on the 
pdgr - the architecture of Yemen , 
630pm. - - 

Xing’s College London, London 
WC2: Sarah Spencer, “Smimure 
andPowers of a UK Human Rights 
C ommis sion", lpni. 

Luncheons 

HM Government 

Mr Georee Robertson MP f Seoewry 

of State for Defence, was the host at 
a luncheon held yesterday at Lan- 
caster House, London SWl, in ho- 
nour of Da to Syed Hamid bin Sytd 
Taafer Albar. Minister for Defence 

.of Malaysia. 



Helen Brook 


The Street Singer*: Tracy in The Big Broadcast, 1932 Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Arthur Tracy 


Abraham Alter Tratserofski 
(Arthur Tracy), singer born 
Kamenietz-Pociotik, Ukraine 
25 June 1900; three rimes 
married; died New York 6 
October 1997. 


Arthur Tracy was a great 
singing star of the 1930s and 
1940s. His fine tenor voice and 
wide and varied repertoire 
made him a great favourite with 
radio listeners and vaudeville 
audiences. 

He was born Abraham Trat- 
serofski. In 1900, in Ukraine, 
and at the age of six was taken 
to the United States with his 
parents - the name Tracy was 
bestowed upon the family by 
immigration officers. He re- 
ceived an elementary education 
and, without any formal the- 
atrical or musical training, pro- 
duced and acted in school plays 
in his early teens. 

His leaning towards show 
business took him into the Yid- 
dish Theatre, as Yiddish was his 
first language. Alter winning a 
singing competition in Philadel- 
phia. be was engaged by the 
eminent producers the Shubert 
brothers and played the lead- 
ing roles in tbe operettas Blos- 
som Time and The Student 
Prince. After touring the US and 
Canada, he returned to the 
Yiddish Theatre under the di- 
rection of Bore Thomashevski 
(the grandfather of the con- 
ductor Michael TBson Thomas). 
He later worked as a solo artist 
in vaudeville but would return 
to his first love, the Yiddish 
Theatre, from time to time. 


In 1931 Tracy was offered a 
recording contract with Co- 
lumbia Records, for whom his 
output was prolific. His signa- 
ture tune, which he used until 
the end of his career, was a ro- 
mantic ballad called "“Marta. 
Rambling Rose of the WDd 
Wood”. When radio beckoned, 
he felt that he would benefit 
from a little mystery in his 
professional persona and 
adopted the name of “The 
Street Singer". However, a play 
of die same name by the British 
playwright Frederick Lonsdale 
was being presented on Broad- 
way at that time, and so he ti- 
tled himself “The Street Singer 
of the Radio” to avoid confu- 
sion (later abandoning tbe 
final three words). 

He enjoyed great success on 
radio and soon returned to 
vaudeville, but this time as a 
headliner. He also appeared in 
Hollywood films, notably in 
The Big Broadcast (1932) with 
Bing Crosby. 

Tracy came to Britain in 
1932 to fulfil an engagement as 
top of tbe bill at the Londoa 
Palladium. Instant success 
brought him booking? through- 
out Britain, starring at all the 
principal variety houses. Radio ■ 
Luxembourg soon called for his 
services and he was engaged 
to do many series of pro- 
grammes, notably commercials 
for a ladies' cosmetic product, 
“Tbkalon Pace Powder”. He was 
a smooth talker and a natty 
dresser and soon became one 
of the smart set, enjoying a 
friendship with tbe Prince of 
Wales. He stayed in Britain, 


continuing his radio and music- 
hall career, and made four 
films, including Limelight 
(1936), with Anna Neagie as 
his leading lady, The Street 
Singer (1937). with Margaret 
Lockwood, and Follow Your 
Star (1938), with Lilli Palmer, 
which were very successful. 

He returned to tbe US in 
1940, continuing his career un- 
til his age and the emergence 
of the rock 'o’ roll era made his 
particular image unfashion- 
able. Nevertheless, his records 
still sell in great numbers today 
and his fan clubs in Britain and 
the US still kept in touch with 
him at fas Manhattan West Side 
apartment, a veritable museum 
of posters, sheet music, records, 
tapes and press material. Only 
recently he was presented with 
a gold CD to mark the extra- 
ordinary sales of his work; he 
was the oldest star to receive 
such acclaim. 

He visited Britain in the 
spring of 1995. making a live 
broadcast on Radio 2 on the 
John Dunn show. When I ac- 
companied him to the BBC 
recording studio, it transpired 
that the news of his broadcast 
had been announced a day 
earlier and there was a crowd 
of his fans waiting for him, re- 
questing autographs, taking 
photographs and cine films. 

His English recording man- 
ager visited him and said: 
“Arthur, you’re going to make 
it to 100 and when you do we 
wfll make a special album to 
commemorate the event.” It 
was not to be. 

- Bernard Mendeiovitch 


Helen Grace Mary Knewstub, 

j^ptwmlngwJvisenborn 

London 12 October 1907; 
pounder, Brook Advisory 
Centre for Y bung People 
1963, Chairman 1964-74, 
President 1974-97; Chairman, 
Family Ptamting Sales 1974-SI; 
CBS 1995; married *926 

George WMteker (one 

daughter; marriage 

dissolved), 1937 Robin Brook 
(Kt 1974; two daughters); 

died London 3 October 1997. 


Helen Brook, the founder of 
the Brook Advisory Centres, 
defied the caricatures of those 
who portray advocates of 
family planning as purveyors 
of loose morals. She did not 
approve of promiscuity, nor 
did she approve of abortion. 
The Brook Advisory Centres, 
which she established in 
1964, primarily aimed to red- 
uce the number of illegal abor- 
tions and “illegitimate" births 
and to inculcate a sense of 
sexual responsibility in the 
young. 

Brook was motivated by 
fervent belief that children 
should be bom to mothers who 
wanted them and could care for 
them. She also believed that 
women should enjoy equality 
with men and that to achieve 
this they needed to be able to 
avoid unwanted pregnancy. In 
an interview io mark her 79ih 
birthday she explained: “1 fell 
that, until women were free of 
the fear of unwanted pregnan- 
cy, they would not be able to 
take up the equal opportunity 
of work." 

Helen Brook entered the 
world of faroOy planning as a 
volunteer for the Family Plan- 
ning Association at a time 
when the FPA was avoiding 
the obvious need to provide 
contraceptive advice for the 
unmarried because of con- 
cern for its organisational 
respectability. 

Throughout the 1950s and 
early 1960s the FPA was 
wracked by controversy about 
its public policy of extending 
“pre-marital advice" only to 
those within four to eight weeks 
of their wedding day. While the 
discussions and the arguments 
raged. Brook acted. 

In 1958, when Marie Slopes 
died. Brook was invited to run 
her independent clinic in Whit- 
field Street in London, and with 
the support of the clinic doctors 
and a nurse she began to run 
an evening session each week 
for the large numbers of un- 
married women turned away 
from other dinics. In 1963, 
she began “secret" sessions 
aimed specifically at young 
people. 

When, at the end of that 
year, a storm of publicity broke. 



Brook: a pragmatist 


the Marie Slopes board sug- 
gested it would be expedient if 
she founded a separate centre. 
The opportunity was duly 
seized and the first of the 
Brook Advisory Centres ex- 
clusively for young, unmarried 
people opened its doors in 
Londoa to women and men in 
1964. 

A Birmingham branch was 
established in 1966, followed by 
centres in Edinburgh, Bristol, 
Liverpool and later Glasgow 
and Coventry. Today 18 branch- 
es of the Brook Advisoiy Cen- 
tre, funded by local health 
authorities, provide free and 
confidential advice on sex 
and contraception to nearly 
70,000 people under 25 each 
year. 

Brook was a pragmatist. In 
the 1950s and 1960s she was 
aware that sexual attitudes and 
practices were evolving and 
that if family-planning services 
were to meet the needs of so- 
ciety then they must change too. 
The philosophy of her dinics 
was explained by one of her 
doctors at the outset: “Shock 
and moral attitudes are not 
what is needed, but a recogni- 
tion of the struggle the girl is 
going through." 

The work of Brook Adviso- 
ry Centres has. in this spirit, 
continued to address the needs 
of young people - male and fe- 
male - despite hostility and op- 
position from a minority of 
detractors. Their current chair- 
woman, Dflys Cossey, has said 
that, if Brook Advisory Centres 
were not constantly pushing at 
the “boundaries of what is ‘re- 
spectable’ to provide what is 
‘necessary’ they would be fail- 
ing their founder's legacy and 
ber memory". Until her death, 
despite severe eye problems in 
later life, Brook retained an 
keen interest in, and support- 
ed. the activities of the centres 
that bear ber name. 

She was bom Helen Knew- 
stub in 1907, one of six children, 
into a genteel and cultured 
world. Her mother gave birth 
to her in an upstairs room at the 
Che nil Gallery, which her father 
had founded. Having been ed- 
ucated at tbe Convent of tbe 
Holy Child Jesus at Mark 
Cross, Sussex, she later re- 
nounced Catholicism and 
joined the Anglican church. 

She bore a daughter to her 
first husband, George Whitak- 
er. the leader of the Chenfl 
Chamber Orchestra, a year af- 
ter marrying him at the age of 
1 8. The marriage was dissolved 
two years later at her request. 
She then spent two years as a 
painter in Paris with her daugh- 
ter. After returning to London, 
in 1937 she married Robin 
Brook, a merchant banker wbo 
became a director of the Bank 
of England and was knighted in 
1974; they had two daughters. 
She was appointed CBE in 
1995. 

Helen Brook was a refined 
and cultured woman who came 
from a generation which was 
not afraid to take courageous 
leaps and leave bold imprints 
on the world. Even before her 
death, the legaty of ber audacity 
enhanced the lives of millions 
of young people, allowing them 
to explore and enjoy their sex- 
uality without fear of pregnan- 
cy. That legacy will continue in 
the work of her centres. 

- Ann Furedi 


LAW REPORT: 9 October 1997 


Court had power to order change of child’s surname 


The county court had 
jurisdiction under section 8 
of the Children Act I9B9 to 
order that a child's surname 
be changed from that which 
had been registered, but in 
exercising its dB&cretian 
whether to order such a 
change, registration was a 
major factor to be taken Into 
account. 

Dawson v Weaimoutft Court of 
Appeal (lord Justice Hirst and Lord 
Ju5«e Thofpe) 31 jdy 1997 


The appellant, Dawn Wfear- 
moufft, whose surname was 
that of ber former husband, had 
a son by the respondent, Mark 
Dawson. They had been living 
together but tad never married. 
They separated about a month 
after the baby’s birth, and tbe 
mother looked after the baby, 
together wiih ber two legitimate 
children. In April 1996 she 
registered the child's name as 
Alexander Guy 'Weaiwovlh. 


The father applied under 
section 8 of the Children Act 
1989 for an order that tbe 
child be known as Dawson, not 
Wearmouth. In January 1997 
Judge COtteriU ordered that the 
child should be known as Daw- 
son, and that the mother was 
prohibited from causing or 
permitting the child to be 
known tty any other name. 
Rodger Hayward Smith QC and 
Richard Harrison (neither of whom 
appeared in the cow bdow) (Battens, 
DnMon) for the mother, Catriona 
Duthie (Dodson Harding Wdtin&on) 
for the faiher. 

Lord Justice Hirst giving the 
judgment of the court, said that 
it was submitted for the moth- 
er that there was no jurisdiction 
to entertain an application to 
effect the change of a child's 
name save under section 13 of 
the Children Act 19S9. The fa- 
ther contended that specific is- 
sue orders under section 8 of 


the Act replaced the court’s un- 
fettered pre-existing jurisdic- 
tion in wardship, and that 
without such jurisdiction the fa- 
ther of an illegitimate child 
would be bereft of a remedy if 
the mother abused her re- 
sponsibflity under the Births and 
Deaths Registration Act 1953. 
In the case of an illegitimate 
child the statutory requirement 
for the registration of the birth 
was on the mother alone. 

Section 13 of the 1989 Act 
provided that; 

Where a residence order is in force 
with respect to a child, no person 
may (a) cause tbe dnld to be known 
by a new surname; or (b) remove 
mm from the United Kingdom; 
witboui either tbe written consent 
of every perron who has parental re- 
sponsibility for the child or the 
leave of the court. 

It was submitted that that pro- 
vision excluded the exercise of 
a general power under section 
8 to make an order. 

Where two parents bad 


parental responsibility but no 
residence order was in force, in 
the event of disagreement in re- 
lation to a surname or any oth- 
er matter either party had the 
right to apply to ibe court for 
any of the four orders men- 
tioned in subsection (1) of 
section 8. Precisely the same 
right existed where one parent 
had parental responsibility and 
the other did noL It was only 
if a residence order was in force 
that the application fell to be 
brought under section 13. 

The clear conclusion was 
that the jurisdiction was there. 
Whether it should have been 
exercised was another matter. 
If there was a general princi- 
ple underlying the present ap- 
peal it was that the registration 
or change of a child’s surname 
was a profound and not mere- 
ly a formal issue, whatever the 
age of the child. Any dispute on 
such an issue must be referred 
to the court for determination. 


The judge had erred in 
principle in approaching the 
question as though tbe matter 
had been heard before the 
registration of the child’s birth. 
It was thus incumbent upon the 
court to exercise its discretion 
afresh. 

The name Wearmouth was 
the mother's actual name at the 
time it was chosen by her, as 
well as being that of the child's 
half-brother and half-sister. It 
was therefore a perfectly nat- 
ural and logical choice for her 
to make, and could not be just- 
ly criticised as alien merely be- 
cause it was also the name of 
her ex-husband. 

Those circumstances, cou- 
pled with the all-important 
fact already stressed that it was 
the child's duly registered 
name, seemed to be very pow- 
erful factors in the mother’s 

favour. In all the circumstances 
ibe appeal would be allowed. 

- Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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So the Queen is not at ease with the idea 
of a nation "with its finger on the fast-for- 
ward button’’, in her Prime Minister’s 
ghastly phrase. “I sometimes sense that the 
world is changing almost too fast for its 
inhabitants, at least for us older ones," she 
told the Pakistan! parliament. It was 
meant as an aside, the closest one gets to 
a Royal Joke, and a self-deprecating one 
too. But it offered an elegiac insight into 
the conservative character of our monarch. 

Hers is a popular sentiment - that the 
pace of technological change is growing 
ever faster. That there is no hope for 
us wrinklies when three-year-old 
Angelica can already programme the 
video and surf the Net. 

But it was ever Lhus. Seventy-one-year- 
olds doubtless shook their heads when the 
pharaoh's engineer explained how to 
move five-ton blocks of stone up a pyra- 
mid. What’s wrong with a simple crema- 
tion? they probably asked. They tut-tutted 
when the first motor cats spluttered onto 


the roads. Dangerous, noisy, impossible 
to drive. They regarded the telephone as 
a jangling invasion of privacy, and pre- 
ferred speaking to an operator instead of 
using anything quite as complicated as a 
dial. Indeed, the Queen’s grandmother 
Queen Mary, who died in 1953, refused 
to use one at alL Technophobia seems to 
run in the family. This was also the week 
when the Princess Royal issued a sombre 
warning against confusing computers with 
education. Part of the fun in the news that 
the royal family had set up its own web 
site on the Internet was its incongruity, set 
against the image of an old woman who 
sdD wears beadscarves and for whom a key- 
board probably means a piano. 

But it is a mistake to think that sim- 
ply because someone is old enough for a 
free bus pass, they cannot operate a mi- 
crowave or must feel disoriented by sci- 
entific progress. Some old people are 
enthused by change, while some young 
people cannot cope or stick wilfully to a 


mannered fogeyism. This is not a matter 
of years, but of an attitude of mind. 

What the Queen was really saying yes- 
terday is that she does not belong to the 
flexible side of the human race. She did 
not suddenly start to disapprove of change 
when she became a grandmother; unsur- 
prisingly, she was ewer thus. 

But the important point is that she is 
on the wrong side of the divide. It is part 
of the urban mythology of modem life that 
technology advances by geometric pro- 
gression. with ever shorter times between 
scientific breakthroughs with ever greater 
power to change our lives. It is central to 
visions of ecological catastrophe, a kind 
of modern-day green millennialism, that 
technology is spinning out of control. 

Again, it was ever thus. There is a ten- 
dency in human nature to see scientific ad- 
vance as a threat to rivilisadon as we know 
ft. But there is a stronger tendency to find 
things out, try things out, and push at the 
limi ts of what can be done. We have no 


choice, of course, but it is right that the 
questing spirit should prevail. 

At the simplest level, “you can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks” is a misunder- 
standing. Much of the new technology is 
designed specifically to enable people to 

cope with change. If people cannot use mo- 
bile phones and computers, they will not 
sell Nowadays, electronic gadgets come 
with thick instruction booklets which 
most people throw away because they are 
so easy to use. 

But there is a more profound point 
There is no doubt that the pace of change 
in our understanding of the physics of the 
universe, the technology of information 
and the science of life is accelerating. This 
should be liberating and exhilarating. 
But, as scientists break boundaries in their 
explorations of higher maths, mind-bend- 
ing physics and genetics, they have 
streaked away into areas where most peo- 
ple cannot follow. 

Perhaps there always was a knowledge 


eiite, from the scribes of Ancient .Egypt 
to the professors of genetic m a n i p ulati on , 
capable of terrifying the rest of uswith the 
fear of.tlmt which we can qnfydunfygn^i 
But now scientific breakthroughs . are 
translated into the way we do business at; 
astonishing speed, and there arc new dan-; 
gers in the disconnection between the- 
knowledge dlhe and society generally; . 

This has been demonstrated by thepd^ 
lic alarm over the doning of sheep abdtW • 
possible doning of people. TTiknewspft 
per h as argued that these fears are mis* 
placed, but scientists do need to develop 
their understanding of the ethical and so- 
cial contexts in which they work. 

The route to democratic understand- 
ing, however, lies mainly in a wider real- . 
isation that trying to find the answer to the . 
next problem, or how to make use of the 
answer to the last one, is the only way to 
control technology. It is not a message we 
would expect the Queen to like, but 
standing still is never the right thing to do/ 
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Tebbit’s Britain 


US lesson on wages V 


Sin In the light of Lord Tebbit’s 
remarks, let us give William 
Hague some credit (“Anger as 
Tebbit questions loyalties of 
‘two-nation’ immigrants'’, 8 
October). Not only did he have 
the courage to send a message 
to the Gay Pride march, but he 
has consistently supported cul- 
tural diversity in this country. 

Unlike Lord Tebbit, Hague 
appreciates that a modern 
economy will entail the mobil- 
ity of labour which will in- 
evitably lead to ethnic diversity 
within nations. Britain was nev- 
er a monochrome culture, but 
modernity has now made such 
a dream impossible. 

IAN MARKHAM 
Liverpool Professor of 
Theology and Public Life 
Liverpool Hope University 
College 






' A 



Sin Let it pass that Norman 
Tebbit has no more claim to be 
an aboriginal of this island 
than anyone else. Let it pass 
that many of the heroes of the 
narrow history he was taught at 
school were themselves immi- 
grants or foreigners. His speech 
might have been marginally 
less repulsive if he had the balls 
to address immigrants and the 
descendants of relatively recent 
immigrants directly. Instead 
he was talking to an extraordi- 
nary alliance of skinheads, 
hooray Henries and little old 
ladies in elaborate blue hats. 

History is not only what he 
was taught in school it is also 
what happened last year, last 
week, this evening - and it can 
go in any direction, including to- 
wards the Balkanisation he fears. 
He mistakes the causes, howev- 
er. Like Karadzic in Serbia or 
Paisley in Northern Ireland, he 
may find himself the catalyst of 
the very hatred and violence he 
pretends to be saving us from. 
JON GRAY 
Bath 







Sir. Jonathan Fry (letter, 6 Oc- 
tober} seems unaware of the ba- 
sic economies of employment 
in Britain's small businesses: 
that if you don’t earn enough 
money to pay a minimum wage 
then you either have, to sack 
people or not employ them in 
the first place. . • ' 

We are often told that the 

minimum wage system works in 
the US. What is not stated is 
that exemptions exist for firms 
whose annual turnover is less 
than $500,000 (75 per cent of 
all UK firms have an annual . 
turnover of less than £100,000^' 
and firms that employ fewer 
than 15 people (93 per cent enH 
ploy fewer than 10, while 97 per 
cent employ fewer than 20). 

In other words, just about 
every small business in the 
United States- is exempt from 
the legislation. In any case 
the minimum wage fevel is serf 
so low that the majority of 
firms already pay well over that 
figure. Failure to treat small 
businesses in the UK in a sim- 
ilar manner will result hi mas- 
sive unemployment in this 
sector. ■ 1 

Dr BERNARD JUBY 
Federation of 

Small Businesses -• ^ 1 

London SW1 




Rowse in my shop 


Sir Lord Tebbit’s remarks re- 
flect Britain’s need to confront 
the consequences of its own 
meddlesome creation of false 
‘'multicultural" countries in the 
name of empire. 

A country like Nigeria, 
forcibly amalgamated in 1914 
into a "multicultural" colony 
served the purposes of the im- 
perial state. The different na- 
tions were bludgeoned into 
submission. 

Wc did nor ask to be lumped 


by imperial fiat in an associa- 
tion of strange bedfellows. 
Britain's multicultural istn was 
self-created. It was the result of 
a nation’s craving for the ucre 
of overseas dependencies, with 
which come excess baggage. 

For Lord Tebbit to bicker 
about it without placing the is- 
sues in context is further to 
alienate ethnic communities 
from the lory party and raise 
the spectre of forcible repatri- 
ation. Yet as all sensible 
people know, a new Britain can- 
not be born from its imperial 
past. It will be bom out of the 
creativity of all its inhabitants 
and its birth is being overseen 
by Tony Blair. 

MICHAEL O BANJO 
London SE16 


Memories of abuse 


Sir. Dr Kevin Ilsley (letter, 3 
October) is attacking the wrong 

windmill- While I can accept no 
responsibility for Freud F can as- 


sure him that the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists places great 
importance on the early recog- 
nition and treatment of sexual 
abuse in childhood. I agree with 
what he says about the suffer- 
ing of adults who were abused 
as children. 

The much less common 
problem which we are trying to 
deal with is the phenomenon of 
“ fake memories" which may be 
created in adult life and arc fol- 
lowed by devastating conse- 
quences within the family. The 
suffering in these families is well 
documented and the accuser of- 
ten gains little relief from the 
“revelation" and the isolation 
from those they had loved and 
depended upon which follows. 

We are not questioning the 
reality of childhood abuse, but 
we are saying that it is the re- 
sponsibility of therapist: m en- 
sure that the task of treating 
abused children should not 
blind them to the suffering 
which can occur when inap- 


propriate therapy of adults 
generates false memories of 
past abuse. 

SYDNEY BRANDON 
Chairman. Royal College of 
Psychiatrists Working Group 
un Recovered Memories 
Leicester 


Threat to midwives 


Sin 1 was astonished to read 
that the One-to-One midwifery 
scheme is under threat of clo- 
sure (letter. 2 October). 

As a mother of two and with 
another on the way. I feel most 
strongly that it ls extremely im- 
portant for those making the de- 
cisions to be folly aware of the 
phvsicaL psychological and, per- 
haps more importantly to them, 
financial benefits of this scheme. 

I had mv first child ai Queen 
Charlotte’s and had shared 
care between hospital and GP. 
This involved meeting with a 
different midwife on each hos- 
pital visit. I wasted a good deal 


of everyone’s valuable lime, be- 
cause of the lack of midwife 
continuity. The last straw was 
when the midwife who had 
looked after me through labour 
had to leave shortly before 1 
gave birth because her shift had 
ended. 

With my second child 1 was 
advised hy my doctor to opt for 
the One-to-One scheme. For a 
working mother it was ideal. It 
gave me the confidence to sail 
through my pregnancy with no 
other medical attention apart 
from that received from the 
midwife. I spent a maximum of 
one hour in the hospital during 
the nine months of ray preg- 
nancy. I went to hospital for the 
last stage of labour and the 
birth. I arrived at 10pm and was 
hack home by lam. 

The time element in itself 
demonstrates how much mon- 
ey must be saved through few- 
er hospital and GP visits. It 
would be more sensible to ex- 
pand the One-to-One service 


rather than axe it. so that more 
women can enjoy this excellent 
service. 

NICK1 GUNNING 
London W3 


Learn to love euro 


Sir: You report a pre-election 
survey indicating that 61 per 
cent of British voters wish to re- 
tain the pound (“Voters still 
hostile to the euro", 7 October). 

Under what circumstances 
will people continue to hold this 
view? If the euro proves a suc- 
cess? If sterling returns to its 
historical position as a soft 
currency, vulnerable (o specu- 
lators and declining against 
the world's major currencies? 
If inflation and interest rates in 
the UK surge higher than in 
those countries that arc part of 
a single currency? If inward in- 
vestment falls due to inevitable 
resentment over the UK's semi- 
detached position? If the UK 
is pushed to the margins of EU 


decision-making? If British in- 
dustry finds itself at a compet- 
itive disadvantage? 

It is not surprising that there 
is opposition to economic and 
monetary union and even to the 
European Union as a whole. 
Successive Conservative gov- 
ernments and mass-circulation 
newspapers, several of them 
foreign -owned, have consis- 
tently rubbished the European 
integration process in favour of 
an atavistic appeal to nostalgia. 
English nationalism and 
xenophobia. 

The debate on the merits of 
a single currency has hardly be- 
gun. The Blair government must 
pitch into this debate with hon- 
esty and courage. Only then is 
there any likelihood of a change 
in the public perception of what 
is in our long-term interests. 
SIMON SWEENEY 
Senior Lectururer in European 
Integration Studies 
University College of Ripon 
and }brk St John. York 


Sir: As a former purveyor of 
books to the late A L Rowse 
I can inform James Fergnsson 
(obituary, 6 October) that his 
avian cries of “Coo eel" were 
not reserved for his 
housekeeper. 

They would oft float up the 
creaky stairs to my office 
where my struggles to produce 
a catalogue would be punctu- 
ated by “Cooee! Cooee! I sb , ‘- 
- are you there?” Breathless' '/ 
ly he would arrive with a bun- 
dle of his own works under one 
arm for which he would de- 
mand credit. 

After some haggling I 
would say, “Oh, all right - if 
you sign them.” Whereupon 
he would produce his pen and 
flourish his signature across 
the title-page. 

I once sold him a water- 
colour which he claimed to 
have hung above his bed. Per- 
haps his greatest intended com- 
pliment was an invitation to tea 
at All Souls. 

PHILIP JAGGARD 

Oxford ^ 


Never mind about hitting below the belt - let’s see what your navel is made of 



MILES 

KINGTON 


In all my life I have only ever 
heard two funny things about 
the navel. 

Other parts of the body are 
supposed to be funny, or cap- 
able of being funny, but there 
is nothing particularly comic or 
even very interesting about the 
navcL For one thing, it is about 
the most useless port of the 
body there is. You couldn't be 
born without it. and you can't 
do anything else with iL The day 


you are born and your umbil- 
ical cord is snipped, its useful- 
ness Ls over, and for the rest of 
your life you carry it around as 
if it were an old sell-by-date 
label you had forgotten to 


After that, the navel ac- 
quires characteristics which the 
great designer of the world 


never intended it to have. It 
marks the belt line, so it become 
a symbol of fairness and un- 
fairness. as when something is 
below the belt. It has acquired 
a nickname, the belly button, 
which I suppose ranks it above 
the middle finger and (he elbow, 
two bits of the body which I 
have never heard referred to 
lightly. Some limes, when little 
children arc asking awkward 
questions about where babies 
come from, they ore told that 
they come from their navel, and 
indeed 1 have heard or young 
children rubbing navels mutu- 
ally in order to achieve this mys- 
terious miracle known as 
having babies, but 1 am afraid 
there are not many less inter- 
esting things to rub together 
than navels. Which is exactly 


why navels were chosen to tell 
children about. 

But what else ? Well, people 
who are inward-looking arc 
often said to be contemplating 
their navel, which imputes a 
kind of hopelessness to (he 
case. And what question do they 
ask themselves as they con- 
template this strange cavity, 
which I once heard described 
as the perfect place to pul salt 
if you cat celery in the bath? 

The question they may well 
be asking themselves is: what 
two funny things can he possibly 
have heard about navels in the 
Iasi 40 years ? 

1 am glad you asked that 
question. 

The first I heard about 30 
years ago. when Mori Sahl was 
a greal name as the first of the 


improvising comedians, and 
what he said was this: 

“I was listening to a folk 
singer the other night - you 
know what a folk singer is. don’t 
you? A folk singer is an artiste 
who performs passionately with 
his shirt open, right to the 
navel. Only they have no navel. 
This is the ultimate rejection of 
ihe mother ..." 

That has stuck in my mind for 
30 years, not because it is hinny 
(which it isn’t) or because it is 
significant (it doesn’t mean 
anything ai all), but because it 
is a great example of something 
that sounds as if it should be 
funny - it has ail the shape of 
being fonny without actually be- 
ing funny. I am veiy fond of it 
for that reason. But I now real- 
ise that I should have treasured 


it for another reason: it was 
probably the only use made of 
the navel in modem humour. 

Until now. 

Or until the other day, when 
Taiaban. one of the few ruling 
parties in the world beside 
Labour to have dispensed with 
the definite article, made a 
pronouncement from its gov- 
ernment offices in Kabul, Tal- 
aban, as you know, is an Islamic 
fundamentalist movement. 
They there fore think that being 
Islamic entitles them (o pro- 
nounce on all matters in human 
life. (The late Ayatollah Kho- 
meini had the same idea, until 
the fatwa pronounced on him 
by Salman Rushdie ted lo his 
untimely end.) And in this case 
they had come to a decision 
about morality in sportswear. 


which is something that not 
even Tony Banks has done yet. 

If any person in Afghanistan 
should indulge in sport, they 
said, they should not go beyond 
the bounds laid down by Islamic 
propriety. In other words, any- 
one who wore shorts foe their 
sport should make sure that the 
shorts went below their knees. 
And anyone who went bare- 
chested for a sport should make 
sure their navel was hidden. 

So welcome back to '2Qth- 
centuiy humour, the navel! 

A reader writes: Dear Mr 
Kington, it is not so long ago that 
we too in this country had shorts 
below the knees. Haw you seen 
pictures of pre-war Arsenal? 
Their shorts are nearly down to 
their ankles! You may weB fcrwgft, 
but wc didn 2 have pitch violence, 


referee bribing and players throw- 
irtg matches then. Maybe there 
was some connection between 
that and the long shorts. You had- 
n t thought of that. hadyou?And 
before the nwryou didn’t get ath- 
letic kit so streamlined that you 
could see every sexual organ in 
3D, including the navel, for all l 
know, did you? What have you 

got to say to that, eh? 

Miles Kington: Wbat have I 
got to say to that ? HI tell you 
what I\e got to say - come out- 
side and say that again, that’s 
what 1 say! Put your dukes up 
and let me not see your navel! 

fn tomorrow's episode, a Tal- 
aban agent fights three hotfy 
contested rounds with Mr King- 
ton behind the pub until both art 
wrested for boxing in trousers the 
wrong length. _ 
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sTh*’ the Tory tige1 ’ 

a dangerous beast 
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I POLLY 
TOYNBEE 

, THE NATION'S 
MEAN STREAK 


i S?* *5 £loaL To around Ihe balUe 

the dazed old generals, "bizarrety a7 
rayed against the pink, swirling backdrop - 
Majjtou^saccwUng; brows, Howard's L 
mented, fixed gnu. “A Fresh Future," savs 
the podium slogan - but “fresh" is anTtf 
tae leaden words, Uke“haarious", thatsug- 
^ts the opposite: stale, veiy stale old faces! 
Ah, the pleasure of iL 

a Up gets young Hague. Now is the time 
r he says, to get up off out knees. Now is the* 
time to stop apologising. Sony? Did 1 miss 
something? Who apologised? John Major 
did, just, pausing for the “no, no**s from the 
.floor, who knew he really blamed those he’d 
dubbed “bastards", sitting behind him. No 
one 3 talked to has changed their own per- 
sonal position - not one j’ot or tittle; they 
are locked in warfare still No one says “I 
was wrong; my views were wrong." For this 
is still a party rent by schism from top to bot- 
tom. The mad fever bums as fiercely in their 
veins; the lesson is not yet learned; they are 
gripped by passionate hatred of one another. 
The crisis is not yet passed, and we do not 
know if they will die of it or live to fight an- 
other day. 

I spent most of my time amongst the del- 
I egates, taking their pulse, checking their eye- 
F bails, tapping their reflexes. Taking tea in the 
Palm Court of the Winter Gardeis, they were 
mainly the old, interspersed with a few 
fiercely ambitious, pinstriped young men on 
the make. 

One and ail protested that Labour had 
stolen their clothes and now strutted pre- 
posterously in tbeir purloined finely. “But," 
said one, "they’re only prelending. They 
don’t mean it No, not even Jack Straw. It’s 
not in their guts. They are not us - we know 
it, they know it, and the people of Britain 
will find out soon enough". 

The more I talked to them, the more I 
saw their pomt Take Mis Nora Smith, OBE, 
hon vice-president of the Westmoreland and 
Lonsdale parly, now at her 27th conference. 

I “We are the party of the family and law and 
i order. Respect and back to basics, religion 
and uniforms in schools, with good, old- 
fashioned discipline in the home. 1 spoke to 
a teacher the other day and 1 thought he was 
a workman, the way he dressed. The rot 
started under Labour in the permissive Six- 
ties, and we’ve got to get a grip. Only we Con- 
servatives really understand these things. My 
grandchildren understand respect - they 
don’t say boo to a goose. They're seen and 
not heard. I’m glad to say." She can’t 
understand the loss of nerve in her party. 
“On Europe, Cash and Gorman had a point, 
but they did help lose the election. I really 
don’t know what’s got into everyone. Of 
course well be back, because we stand for 
.clear Conservative values.” She’s right- 
' Labour is not wearing her clothes. She does 
not sound even remotely like anyone in the 

Labour party. ... _ . , 

Nor does 25-year-old Philip Davies of 
Colne Wiley, who wants to be a candidate 
next time. He’s a customer relations adviser 


for Asda. and was the only Tory student at 
Huddersfield University. “We should never 
join EMU, on principle, never mind the pros 
and coos. We’re the party of the nation stale. 

. c " party must inspire British people and 
give them something to fight for. Law and 
order is our issue. Jack Straw is soft - giv- 
ing prisoners back iheir TVs in their cells, 
i d bring hack corpora J punishment, but of 
course EU law won‘i lei us. I’d keep them 
locked in their cells 24 hours a day. What’s 
ibis rubbish about overcrowding? I'd have 
them three or four to a cell, and bard labour 
too. As for tuition fees, well, if you go to 
prison you get tuition free. All this is in our 
guts, every one of us. Wc'rc Tories. Wc don’t 
need focus groups to tell us what the people 
think. We are the people. Labour aren’t." 

There was plenty more where all that 
came from. Populist, nationalist, “common- 
sense", reactionary. Tree Blue views. There 
were some radicals, too ,wbo want to slash 
welfare to ribbons, dismantle state provision 
of health, pensions and education, regroup 
and radicalise in the wilderness as Thatcher 
did in preparation for her 1979 victory. But 
mainly Lhc Tory rank and file just rely on the 
good, old-fashioned, nasty, blinkered, mean- 
minded, selfish Tory values that have stood 
them in such good stead for most of this 
century. 

Now the question is. are they right? We 
may dismiss all this as out-of-date nonsense, 
off the Richter scale, yesterday's story, a mad 
rump so out of kilter with these gentler times 
that we can forget them. On the other hand. 
Blair may well be right when he warns that 
the Tories are just sleeping. 

To be sure, as their new EMU Elastoplast 
phrase goes, “fra- the foreseeable future” they 
are well and truly out of the game. Hague 
shows every sign of picking up Major's 
broken baton, glueing it back together and 
attempting to conduct the same mad Balkan 
orchestra. Norman Tebbit and Alan Clark 
gave him a splendid chance to exert a new 
discipline. After all, they could hardly have 
said more damaging or more wicked things. 
What do we get? Mr Hague "flatly disagrees” 
with them. Ob dear. Why didn’t he withdraw 
the whip? Because 700 delegates cheered 
rapturously atlbbbifs speech, and he’s fudg- 
ing and funking like his predecesor. 

However, sooner or later Hague or 
someone else will probably manage to get 
back on top of tire Tory tiger and grab the 
reins again. What will happen if all these old 
True Blue values come bounding out of the 
jungle, reborn, in one piece? Will they find 
a nation 'that was’Transformed ■ out of all 
recognition on 1 May? Have all those yeais 
and votes for beastliness just evaporated, in 
a new, compassionate, caring, giving Britain? 
Are Blair and Diana-ism really triumphant, 
for ever? 

Almost certainly not. Or not yet. Most 
people still voraciously read the same 
beastly newspapers, packed full of the same 

beastly xenophobic views and prejudices. The 
Mail Sun and Tctegmph have not turned kind 
and generous overnight. Nor, presumably, 
have their readers. The beleaguered, age- 
ing romp of a party meeting here in Black- 
pool may look a sorry sight now, but that 
doesn't mean they haven’t still got their finger 
on the pulse of the nation's old mean 
streak. They are not history, or not quite yet. 1 

Labour in power still has to prove that ! 
the country can be weHnm, fiscally prudent, l 
good at social problem- solving, both 
adventurous and wise, both reforming and 
practical - and compassionate, too. It has 
to show that a government can be tough on 
inflation and crime, yet tolerant and open 
minded on how people choose to live their 
lives. 

If not, then the 1b iy tiger will still have 
teeth. I came to gloat, but I came away chas- 
tened, remembering how deep and strong 
Tfoiy values still are, even when the Tbty party 
is weak. The battle to change Britain has only 
just begun. . 



Multiculturalism is at the heart of American vitality; Million Man March in Washington, October 1995 Photograph: Steve Helber/AP 


Even Canute would not try to hold 
back the tide of multiculturalism 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

TEBBIT FAILS 
THE TEST 

In his rich and vivid political ca- 
reer Norman Tebbit has been 
inrpTuyt to many things Sage of 
theSaloon Bar, Bower Boy of 
the Thatcher era and, of course, 
-to borrow Michael Foot's im- 
mortal coinage - the "semi- 
house-uained polecat” of 
Commons fame. But in the 
wake of his diatribe against muL 
ticulturatism. the comparison 
that springs to mind is with King 
Canute. Lord Tebbit may not 
Kfce it, oor may an unknown but 
doubtless substantial portion of 
the British people. But there is 
nothing to be done. 

Countries are not set in as- 
pic, they constantly change, 
evolve and acquire new Layers. 
Britain’s identity is a mixture of 
Roman, Celtic, Anglo-Saxon 
and Norman - the first and last 
of which inserted themselves 
into the national fabric in dis- 
tinctly more violent and dis- 
ruptive fashion than Asians 
and blades are doing now. Tfeb- 
Itifs vision is of a Britain where 
the church dock is for ever at 
ten to three, whose inner dries 
are unstained by crime, where 
everyone knows their place be- 
neath the law and God. 

One may wonder, too, about 
Tfebbit’s opinion of the US, a 
model lauded so often and so 


loudly hy his licgc-Iady. Mar- 
garet Thatcher, but whose fault 
lines mostly spring from the 
uniquely multicultural charac- 
ter of its society. Unlike 
Britain's voluntary immigrants 
from the Caribbean, America's 
black community has every 
right to disown all things Amer- 
ican: “We didn't land on Ply- 
mouth Rock, Plymouth Rock 
landed on us," said Malcolm X, 
a forefather of Louis Far- 
rakhan's Nation of Islam, which 
a couple of years ago set white 
America's nerves on edge with 
the Million Man March in 
Washington DC. In America, 
too, so great is the Hispanic in- 
flux that many demand special 
laws to defend the status of 
English as official language. 
Only in America, too, is the tini- 
. est slur, real or imagined, ca- 
pable of having an entire ethnic 
group up in arms - or rather of 
propelling it to the law courts. 

And yet America flourishes, 
not so much in spite of as be- 
cause of multiculturalism. In 
America, to the country’s great 
advantage, multiculturalism en- 
sures very few people know 
tbeir place. Multiculturalism is 
at the heart of America's ten- 
sions, but also of its vitality. 
America has its Tebbits - the 
Pal Buchanans and the redneck 
militiamen who rail against 
gays and foreigners of every 
hue, and believe the United Na- 
tions and the World Trade Or- 
ganisation axe plotting to turn 
the country into a vasal state. 
The notion is as absurd as leb- 
bit’s suggestion that Britain 
could become another Yu- 
goslavia. 

Indeed, in matters multi- 
cultural, Britain in some re- 
spects is doing better than 
America. Race relations are 
palpably more relaxed here. 
Maybe it is another case of 
British muddling through, re- 
flecting both the feet that we do 


not have an education system 
that force-feeds our “national 
heritage" as vigorously as Teb- 
bit would like, and our ability 
to laugh at ourselves. 

Or cake France. Confident 
of the power of itsmyormement 
culrurd, it long considered itself 
multicultural. Today, howev- 
er, for its population of North 
African origin, “Frenchness" is 
increasingly less beacon than 
straitjacket. France is caught in 
a vice, between a minority that 
cannot be fully assimilated, 
and nationalist politicians. led 
hy Jean-Marie ie Pen, who are 
more numerous and more ex- 
treme in their views than Teb- 
bit and their other counterparts 
in Britain. 

But there is a deeper truth. 
In countries around the world, 
the divided loyalties so lament- 
ed by Tebbit abound, deriving 
from race, skin, faith or lan- 
guage. As America shows, they 
need not be a recipe for disas- 
ter. Rather, as attested by the 
tragedy of 20th century German 
Jews - in all but one filial re- 
spect more German than the 
Germans - the worst trouble 
comes when the state deems 
those loyalties mutually in- 
compatible. 

Tfcbbit may have a point 
when he argues that beyond 
small groups such as dub, fam- 
ily or gang, humans cannot re- 
late directly to each other 
without overriding standards or 
beliefs in common. Without 
such glues of language, na- 
tional heritage and so on, a 
country ceases to be a nation or 
a society, just “a population liv- 
ing under the same jurisdic- 
tion". 

Tb which one may answer 
first: and what is wrong with this 
minimalist definition of state- 
hood? Lack of a common faith 
or language does not mean all 
roads lead to Bosnia. True, 
there are multicultural mis- 


The year’s 
best poem? 


T ,vmia Greenlaw’s poem, published 
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A WORLD WHERE NEWS TRAVELLED SLOWLY 


It could take from Monday to Thursday 

and three horses. The ink was unstable, 

the characters cramped, the paper tore where it creased. 

Stained with the leather and sweat of its journey, 

the envelope absorbed each climatic shift, 

as well as the salt and grease of the rider 

who handed it over with a four-day chance 

that by now things were different and while the head 

had to listen, the heart could wait 


Semaphore was invented at a time of revolution; 
the judgement of swing in a vertical arm. News travelled 
letter by letter, along a chain of towers, each built 
within telescopic distance of the next. 

The clattering mechanics of the six-shutter telegraph 
stQl took three men with all their variables 
added to those of light and weather, 
to read, record and pass the message on. 

Now words are faster, smaller, harder 
... we're almost talking in one another's arms. 

Coded and squeezed, what chance has my voice 
to reach your voice unaltered and then to leave no trace? 
Nets tighten across the sky and the sea bed. When London 
made contact with New York, there were such fireworks 
City Hall caught light It could have burned to the ground. 


matches like Canada which, if 
God rather than messy events 
shaped history, would surely be 
two countries. But Switzer- 
land. boasting three languages 
and much cantonal tribalisn, is 
doing wry nicely. Belgium, de- 
spite the odd ruction, functions 
well em>ugh. 

Second, lebbil's argument is 
defeatist. If the majority’s her- 
itage and culture are suffi- 
ciently attractive, the minority 
will embrace them alongside 
their own, and sometimes, 
gradually, in substitution for 
their own. In the process the 
dominant culture will be sub- 
tly altered. By and large this is 
what has happened in Ameri- 
ca, and the phenomenon is to 
be observed here. What, after 
alii is more “British" than the 
Indian take-away? 

Third, tike it or not, multi- 
cultural ism's advance is irre- 
sistible. It's not just the sheer 
impossibility of undoing what 
is already done. Mixed mar- 
riages wiQ increase. Easier trav- 
el, the growth of supranational 
institutions like the European 
Union, the communications 
revolution, ibe Internet, and the 
babel of a myriad of competing 
media outlets, representing 
every ethnic and cultural group 
- all are spoons to stir the glob- 
al cultural pot reaching ef- 


fortlessly over the borders so 
cherished by TebbiL 

For proof, there is sport, 
which has largely replaced the 
old-fashioned instruments of 
monarchy, war and diplomacy 
os a prism for national loyalty. 
For me and maybe millions of 
others, a victory by an Italian, 
Spaniard or Swede in the recent 
Ryder Cup was as welcome as 
one by an Englishman, as long 
as an American was on the re- 
ceiving end. And as an Arsenal 
supporter, 1 would look most 
benignly on a Dutch victory 
over Glenn Hoddle's team if a 
couple of Dennis Bergkamp 
goals were responsible. 

So much, loo, for the cele- 
brated Tebbit "cricket” test - 
that you can’t be English if you 
don't support the national 
cricket team. What about Nass- 
er Hussain, Mark Ramprakash, 
the Hollioakes, Devon Mal- 
colm, Andy Caddick - colonials 
all of various hues? Support the 
team? They are the team. Yes- 
terday, typically, Norman Tfeb- 
bit would yield no ground: “If 
a society does not integrate, it 
will tend to disintegrate ... Jt 
will be a little while before we 
look at the Notting Hill Carni- 
val the same way as we do Mor- 
ris dancing." But one thing is 
certain. Sooner, rather than 
later, we will 
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shelter, kindness and cuddles for die rest of his life. 

Every year. The Blue Cross rescue thousands of homeless 
pets. We look after them all until loving, new homes can be 
found, no matter how long it takes - that's a promise. 

If you would like us to care for your best friend when 
you’re gone, return the coupon below to find ouc more about 
making a legacy to The Blue Cross. 


I O Please send me a FREE advice booklet on making a Will and 
| leaving a legacy to The Blue Cross. 

| O I have already made a Will and would like to find out how I can 

| leave a legacy ro The Blue Cross. 

I Name . 


| Postcode- 

. Send nr Chukcir Rwj, The Blue Cross. 

* Freepost, Room 90 1C. Shilroa Real. | 
\ Burfmd, Oxdd 0X18 4BR, 

^RffWttied Niunbrr 224 WZ 


THE BLUE CROSS 




\ 



r 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
* OCTOBER 1997 


22/BUSINESS 


BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR. JEREMY WARNER 
NEWS DESK; 0171-293 2636 FAX: 0171-293 2098 E-MAIL; IndyBusiness® In depen dent.co.uk 

FINANCIAL JOURNAL OF THE YEAR 


Greenspan’s warning 
shakes markets 
world-wide 
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Alan Greenspan went 
out of his way yesterday 
to remind US financial 
markets that the boom 
cannot last. The Fed 
Chairman’s unexpected 

remarks shook Wail 
Street, where they were 
read as an early warning 
of higher interest rates. 

Diane Coyk and David 
Usbome report on a day of 
pandemonium in the 
financial markets. 


As a reaction to a statement of 
the obvious, it was dramatic 
The Dow Jones index plunged 
115 points to 8,062, a 2 per cent 
fall, and the benchmark long- 
term Treasury bond died almost 

2 full points in price within mfn- 

utes oftestimonybytheFfederal 
Reserve Chairman yesterday. 
Wall Street regained some of 

its poise later, recouping some 
of its losses. But Alan Green- 
span rattled the financial mar- 
kets worldwide as he repeated 
his fears that the continuing op- 
timism about the US economy 
may be gravely overstated. 

In London the FTSE 100 in- 
dex ended nearly 44 points 
lower at 5,262.1, and gilts fell 
sharply. Nerves were already 
slightly frayed as traders waited 
for the Bank of England’s de- 
cision on interest rates, due at 
noon today, even though most 
analysts expea no change. 

Mr Greenspan, speaking 
before a committee of the 
House of Representatives yes- 
terday, said the US economy 
had been on an “unsustainable 
trade 0 . He also warned that it 
would be “unrealistic” to expect 
the stock market to carry on 
climbing at its recent pace. 


The remarks were taken as 
a fresh warning that Mr 
Greenspan may soon increase 
interest rates to prick what he 
views as a dangerous financi al 
bubble, marked by the dimhing 
equity market 

With the tenth anniversary 
of the 19 October 1987 crash, 
when Street fell 23 per cent 
in a single day, looming omin- 
ously, Mr Greenspan focused 
on the increasingly tight US jabs 
market He expressed the fear 
that an unemployment rate be- 
low 5 per cent must inevitably 
lead at some point to wage pres- 
sures that would fuel inflati on. 

There would seem to be 
emerging constraints on po- 
tential labour input" be said. 
“If the recent 2 million plus an- 
nual pace of job creation were 
to continue, the pressures on 
wages ... could escalate more 
rapidly.” And echoing com- 
ments he made last December 
about “irrational exuberance” 
on Wall Street Mr Greenspan 
again suggested that the pace 
of growth in stock prices wiD not 
be sustainable. 

“It dearly would be unrealis- 
tic to look for a continuation of 
stock market gains of anything 
like the magnitude of those 
recorded in the past couple of 
years,” Mr Greenspan said. 

“In equity markets, contin- 
ual upward revisions of long- 
term corporate earnings 
expectations have driven price- 
earnings ratios to levels not 
often observed at this stage of 
an economic expansion.” 

The shock of his testimony 
was all the greater because it 
had been billed as a general 
overview of the economy with 
little news value. While Mir 
Greenspan may be hoping that 
his comments alone may help 
to cool some of the ardour for 


stocks, many economists took 
them as a dear warning that at 
its next meeting, the Fed might 
feel obliged to raise rates. 

“He has gone out of his way 
deliberately to give the markets 
a fright,” said Ian Shepherdson 
of HSBC Markets in New York. 

“He is ready to put his mon- 
ey where bis mouth is,” sug- 
gested David Jones of Aubrey 
Langston. “He is ready to tight- 
en money conditions and I 
think that is the essential 
change we are seeing today.” 

The Fed has not altered 
monetary policy since it raised 
US rates marginally last March. 
Since then, however, the mo- 
mentum in economic growth 
and market escalation has 
shown no signs of fading. 

The unemployment rate, 
for example, has re main ed at 
levels lower than at any time in 
the past 25 years. Mr Green- 
span said there were not 
enough working- age people in 
America to meet demand for 
labour at the current pace. 
“The law of supply and demand 
has not been repealed.” 

The Fed chairman ac- 
knowledged that, as yet, there 
have been no signs of any pick- 
up in inflation or indeed in wage 
costs. The latter, he said, was 
in part because of the effect of 
the strengthened exchange rate 
of the dollar as well as a 
continuing unwillingness in the 
workforce to demand wage 
increases because of lingering 
insecurity about jobs. 

"The foree insecurity may be 
fading,” the chairman said, 
however. “A re-emergence of 
inflation is, without, question, 
the greatest threat to sustaining 
what has been a balanced eco- 
nomic expansion virtually with- 
out parallel in recent decades.” 

Outlook, page 23 
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Alan Greenspan: The Federal Chairman’s remarks were 
seen as an early warning of a rise in US interest rates 
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Eagle Star forced to top up 
endowment mortgages 
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Eagle Star, the life 
assurer, is promising to 
compensate thousands 
of customers whose 
endowment policies 
are likely to fall short 
of paying off their 
mortgages. 

Andrew Verity examines 
what may be a widescale 
problem for the 

industry* 
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Eagle Star is to top up unit- 
linked endowment mortgages 
for thousands of its customers 
because its charges have been 
much higher than policyholders 
were led to believe. 

The company believes that 
other life offices will have to fol- 
low suit. A spokesman said: 
“The vast majority of the life of- 
fices are in a similar position. 
Expenses were higher than 
policyholders were shown when 
they bought the policies.” 

In a move which is likely to 
cost the company millions of 
pounds, Eagle Star has written 
to customers admitting that 
high charges mean many cus- 
tomers will have less than they 
need when their endowment 
matures. 


The company is using its 
own funds to boost the amount 
going in to unit-linked endow- 
ment policies, savings policies 
linked to stock market assets 
which are designed to pay off 
a mortgage when they come to 
maturity. 

Whereas Eagle Star usually 
invests £100 for every £100 of 
contribution, it will invest up to 
£170 to correct the problem. 
The rescue operation is thought 
to be designed to pre-empt 
more drastic action later should 
industry regulators intervene. 

Tens of thousands of home- 
owners who took out unit-linked 
endowment policies in the late 
1 9S0s and early 1990s with oth- 
er life companies could also face 
shortfalls in the amount need- 
ed to pay off their mortgages. 

The problem stems from 
controversial ways of showing 
bow much the life office would 
lake out of policyholders’ sav- 
ings in expenses and by how 
much their savings would grow. 

Lautro, which regulated the 
industry until 1994, dictated 
that all providers had to show 
potential buyers a standard set 
of charges to take a policy. 
These were much lower than 
almost all life offices charged. 

Life offices also tended to as- 
sume optimistic returns from in- 
vestments. Premiums depended 


on how much investments grew. 
Higher returns suggest lower 
premiums, giving the life office 
a competitive advantage. 

Nigel Webb, marketing di- 
rector at Equitable Life, said: 
“The danger is with these prod- 
ucts that people want to pay the 
lowest premium. But it could 
have a lower premium because 
in fact it is making a more op- 
timistic assumption about in- 
vestment growth.” 

Life assurers Legal & Gen- 
eral and Guardian Financial 
Services, said yesterday they 
were reviewing their endow- 
ment policies. Legal & General 
admits a “small minority” of 
policyholders may need to be 
told of a mortgage shortfall. 

Endowment providers sold 
more than 500,000 unit-linked 
endowments every year until 
1993. 

Eagle Star claims that when 
the policies were sold, all hut 
one office, Equitable Life, had 
expenses which were higher 
than the standard rales they 
were forced to use by Lautro. 

Some companies used their 
own charges to work out how 
much in premiums a company 
would have to pay. But others, 
such as Scottish Widows and 
Standard Life, felt pressured 
into offering lower premiums 
than other offices. 
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H&C Furnishings to buy Kingsbury for £48m 
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The consolidation of Britain’s 
fragmented furniture retail 
market took a step forward yes- 
terday when H&C Furnishings 
made an agreed £4Sm offer for 
the rival Kingsbury Group. 

The deal follows other 
moves which have seen Allders 
and Furniture Village snap up 
parts of the collapsed Maples 
empire. H&C Furnishings, in 
which the Carpetright chief. 
Lord Harris of Peckhara, has a 
significant stake, was formed 
through the merger of the pri- 
vately owned Harveys Group 
and Cantors last year. 

The deal will give the en- 


larged H&C 380 stores and cat- 
apult it to number three in 
Britain’s £6.9bn furniture mar- 
ket behind MFI and DFS. Rod 
Templeman, H&C’s managing 
director, pointed out that more 
than half the market was still 
held by independents. “We be- 
lieve the market will consolidate 
and this deal puts us at the fore- 
front of that,” he said. 

Mr Templeman said the 
deal was likely to achieve more 
than the f?m of annualised sav- 
ings gained from the Harveys 
and Cantors merger. 

Kingsbury’s head office in 
Northampton, which employs 


more than 100 people, will be 
closed. Around 12 stores are 
also expected to close. But 
Kingsbuiy's plans to open six 
new stores will continue while 
H&C will open a further 15 
branches in the next 15 months. 

The Kingsbury outlets will 
be rebranded under the Har- 
veys name. 

H&C’s offer is 185p per 
Kingsbury share, payable in 
new H&C shares. There is a 
175p cash alternative. H&C 
Furnishings shares rose 24J>p 
to 279.5p. Kingsbury shares 
put on 26ip to 200p. 

- Nigel Cope 
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RBoS deal boosts pressure 
for unified cash machines 


Royal Bank of Scotland 
yesterday introduced a 
card that can be used to 
get money from 
cashpoints at every bank 
and building society In 
the UK free of charge. 
Andrew Verity reports that 
the move, which will give 
customers access to 
more than 22,000 cash 
machines, puts pressure 
on the other high stree t 
banks to respond. 


Royal Bank of Scotland (RBoS) 
yesterday announced it had 
signed a deal with Link, the 
building society cashpoint net- 
work, which gives the bank’s 2-5 
mill ion customers access to all 
Link machines. 

RBoS described the deal as 
the “final piece of the jigsaw”, 
allowing its customers to use the 
UK’s entire cashpoint network. 

Harry Hay, the bank’s head 
of cashiine network develop- 
ment, said' “This underlines the 
bank's commitment in contin- 
uing to provide a first-class 
customer service and is very 
much a result of listening to ail 
cash machine card holders. 

“Our research shows that 


people want to be able to ac- 
cess their cash as simply and 

conveniently as possible. How- 
ever, it has shown that very few 
know where they can use their 
ra^h cards and often shy away 
from machines they are unsure 
of to avoid the embarrassment 
of the card being rejected. 17 

RBoS. which has just 1300 
cashpoints of its own, already 
has arrangements with ail the 
traditional banks offering cash- 
point networks. The arrange- 
ment also applies in reverse - 
customers from any bank or 
building society can now use an 
RBoS machine. 

A survey by Mori, commis- 
sioned by the bank, showed that 
77 per cent of all age groups, 
and 92 per cent of those under 
35, wanted to be able to use any 
cashpoint. Cashpoints were the 
most popular service a bank 
could offer, the survey said 

RBoS’s move will exert 
pressure on other banks and 
building societies which have re- 
sisted customer pressure to 
bring their networks together. 

The UK is the only place 
with a cash machine network 
where bank customers cannot 
use any cash machine, a facil- 
ity known in the US as “uni- 
versal reciprocity". 

Most Lloyds Bank and Bar- 


clays Bank customers can use 
neither Mkflaridnor Nat West 
cash madbipes because of a re- 
luctance by the trig banks to 
come to an agreement on how 
much they must charge each 
other to serve rivals’ customers. 

A Midland spokeswoffen 
said the main obstruction to a 
combined network was the is- 
sue of charges. Unless cus- 
tomers could use another cash 
point free of charge, they did not 
want a larger network, she said 

A Lloyds Banks spokes- 
woman said: “There is no cus- 
tomer demand for access to 
more machines at the moment” 

Some former building soci- 
eties on the Link network, such 
as Halifax; charge their cus- 
tomers if they use a cashpoint 
machine at a smaller bank such 
as Woolwich. 

Many new cashpoint cards 
at English high street banks are 
attached to the Cirrus net- 
work. This gives access to oth- 
er networks, but for a fee. 

Some observers believe 
behind the reluctance of tbeZm 
biggest networks, Midland/ 
Nat West and Lloyds TSB/Bar- 
days, is a belief that they can 
gain more by promoting their 
cashpoint network as larger 
than their rivals’ than by offer- 
ing an integrated network. 


Byatt warns of clampdown 
on water firms’ dividends 


The water industry 
regulator yesterday gave 
the clearest warning yet 
that he intends to damp 
down on companies’ 
dividends in order to 
deliver lower prices to 
customers. 

His comments came 
as new figures showed 
the industry still falling 
behind its investment 
targets. Michael Harrison 
reports. 


Ian Byatt, the director-general 
of water services, yesterday 
warned the privatised water 
companies that returns on 
capital would be stripped to 
“the minimum that investors 
demand to induce them to in- 
vest in the industry”. 

His comments, at a confer- 


ence in central London, are the 
clearest indication yet that the 
price review he is preparing for 
1999 will lead to a sharp one- 
off reduction in bills for the 
countiy s 23 million domestic 
water users. 

Mr Byatt also indicated that 
water companies in some parts 
of the country might not be al- 
lowed to raise their prices in 
subsequent years - unlike the 
present regulatory regime 
which allows them to pass on 
the costs of heavy investment 
programmes to consumers. 

“An initial reduction in 
prices is essential to this review. 
Otherwise companies would 
be left with high profits which 
could lead again to the argu- 
ment that high profits could fi- 
nance even more investment, 
and the complaint that instead 
of ploughing back profits, the 
companies had dissipated 
them.” 


He was speaking as Ofwat’s 
latest report on capital in*£.i- 
ment by the water industry re- 
vealed that spending in the 
last two years was 14 per cent 
below the levels' expected. 

Although capital investment 
in 1996/197 was 22 per cent up 
on the previous year at £3.2bn. 
a number of companies had not 
invested the amounts assumed 
. when fob current !set of price 
controls were devised. 

Although service to cus- 
tomers had continued to im- 
prove, the report shows that 
some companies had not in- 
vested sufficiently to improve 
standards of sewage treatment. 


Mr Byatt also said he wasa ,11 
concerned about whether un- 


concerned about whether Gv- 
idends being paid to share- 
holders were sustainable. 

“1 will be resetting prioe lim- 
its in two years time and this re- 
port gives trends and pointers 
to the way ahead,” he added. 
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Alan Greenspan; this time it’s serious 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE FED 
CHAIRMAN'S 

latest warding, 
accessing the 
internet via 
electricity cables, 
and wh smith 


Alan Greenspan, chairman of ihe Federal 
Reserve, rarely gets quoted entirely ac- 
curately on anything. So it was perhaps in- 
evitable that his uncontentious 
observation yesterday that u was not re- 
alistic “to look for a continuation of slock 
ma *'kei gains of anything like the magni- 
tude of those recorded in the past couple 
of years" should have become distorted 
on some of the more unreliable news wires 
to the bald assertion that stock prices were 
“unrealistically high". Plainly, there is a 
world of a difference. 

All ihe same, what he actually did say 
was sobering enough. Mr Greenspan's nor- 
mally delphic testimony to the US House 
of Representatives was. for a change, un- 
ambiguous. Mr Greenspan is not a believer 
in the “new paradigm", the theory that the 
US has abolished the business cycle, that 
the economy is on a sustainable glide path 
of low inflation and high growtli out into 
the indefinite future. Mr Greenspan is far 
loo wise an old bird to call the theory so 
much hooey; the American public doesn’t 
like to hear that kind of thing. But he might 
well have done. 

Choosing his words carefully, Mr 
Greenspan said: “Short of a marked slow- 
ing in the demand for goods and services 
and hence, labour - or a degree of accel- 
eration of productivity growth that appears 
unlike/v - the imbalance between the 
growth in labour demand and the expan- 
sion of potential labour supply of recent 
years must eventually erode the current 
stale of inflation quiescence, and with it 
the solid growth of real activity". What he 


is saying here is Hut to head off inflationary 
pressures in the US economy, the Fed 
needs to slow the demand for labour. The 
only way it cun do this is ict time honoured 
fashion - by raising interest rates. 

Mr Greenspan was less dear on tim- 
ing, but a small rise in rales when the Fed’s 
open markets committee meets next 
month now looks highly likely. What will 
this do to the markets? When Mr 
Greenspan warned uf '‘irrational exu- 
berance*' in financial market*, last De- 
cember, they took not a Wind bit of notice. 
Since then the Dow Junes Industrial av- 
erage has risen a further 30 per cent. On 
that occasion, however, there was noth- 
ing in the way of action tu halt the rise in 
asset valuations, only words. This lime 
round lie looks intent on going further hy 
pricking the bubble with a rise in rates. 

Furthermore, regardless of whatever 
action the Fed lakes, the implication of 
what Mr Greenspan Is saying here is quite 
bearish. Financial markets have priced in 
an optimistic outlook, he said. One char- 
acteristic of this process is a continual up- 
ward revision of lunger term corporate 
earnings forecasts which has driven price 
earn ings ratios in levels never before seen 
at this stage of the economic cycle. 

Running parallel to this has been a 
marked increase in the perceived rate of 
return for new business ventures which in 
turn is leading to a sharp increase in cap- 
ital investment. In other words, we haw 
here aU the dements of a dangerous spec- 
ulative spiral. Mr Greenspan would not 
want ihe market to crash. But he is say- 


ing as plainly as he can; cool it. or we will 
all be sorry. 



United gives the 
Internet a plug 


When Sir Desmond Pitcher embarked on 
his madcap scheme to create the ultimate 
mull [-utility, ibe joke was that it would only 
be a matter of lime before he began of- 
fering a telephone service down the same 
line as water, electricity and gas. 

Life .sometimes imitates fiction and that 
is what is about in happen at United Util- 
ities. Not content with proving that water 
and electricity mix about as well as the ex- 
ecutive chairman docs with his chief ex- 
ecutives, the company is about to throw 
another utility into the mix. Next year Unit- 
ed Utilities plans to start a pilot trial Unk- 
ing customers of Nnrweb to the Internet 
via their domestic electricity supply. Even 
if you can get over the (electric) shock of 
it, the thought of connecting to the World 
Wide Wch in this way still sounds far- 
fetched. Pick up Ihe iron and make that calL 

Norweb is certain ihe technology 
works and has got a fistful of worldwide 
patents to prove it. Moreover, it has the 
bucking of Nortel, one of the world's 
biggest telecom equipment groups. Iso- 
late the electrical noise (hat causes pow- 
er cables to interfere with ronununkations 
signals, and low voltage electricity cables 
turn into the perfect local area network 
for broad band data transmission. The pos- 


wdeo cups ana mgiwpcra — 

livered via the meter under the stans. 

Where the strategy looks dangerous' 
ty like falling apart is ha the marketing. A 
quarter of households may 
a personal computer, if you befiew the 
propaganda, tut just 15 per cat me Wkm 
to the Internet. Tb make the riea p®y 3ts 
way, the men from Norweb hjive to 'p cl ~ 

suadelO percent erf tts 2 mffiOSICOSt 00 *® 1 ® 

to connect to the Internet via its cables, 
which looks like a hopelessly tail order. 


customers will liierafly be able to connect 
to the Internet by plugging a three pin plug 
into the wall. Now if Sir Des could 
arrange for the water and gp$ to be 
piped in that way too... 


Why Smiths will 
have to look again 


WH Smith has made two serious mis- 
judgements in the last week’s stand-off with 
Tim Whtcrstone. It thought that if it told 
him to go away and forget his ludicrous 
proposals, he would shrug his shoulders 
and gp home. The company underesti- 
mated the determination that almost two 
decades of rancour can engender. 

It has also misjudged the willingness 
of its owners to turn a blind eye to a tru- 
ly pathetic share price performance since 
last summer. Since August last year, the 
shares have fallen hy 23 per cent, under- 


performing the rest of the market in that 
rime by over 40 per cent Blithely to re- 
ject all proposals in these circumstances 
suggests wholly unjustified arrogance. 

It ishardly surprising that investors have 
been willing this week to do wbat Richard 
Handover and friends have resolutely re- 
fused to -sit down witia Mr Vtaterstone and 
bear what he has to say. It is no less sur- 
prising that many of them have subsequently 
picked up the phone and told the compa- 
ny to get its act together and do the same. 

There is little doubt that the propos- 
als as reported offer rather more to Mr 
Waterstone and SBC Warburg than to 
shareholders, and they should and will be 
improved. In any circumstances, a pre- 
mium for control of perhaps 30 per cent 
is reasonable - after such dramatic un- 
derperformance it is a bare minimum. 

The acquisition of Daisy & Tbm for an 
undefined but probably inflated figure also 
looks silly, even though it may have been 
no more than a ruse by SBC to get Mr Wa- 
terloo e on board. Furthermore, the war- 
rants look a pretty generous reward for 
a plan which is hardly rocket science. 

For the risk averse fund manager, the 
final straw for the Warburg plan as pre- 
sumed is the way it combines the retail- 
er’s inherent operational gearing with a 
sizeable slice of financial leverage aswefl. 

So the plan needs changing. Having 
sounded out shareholders, the Whterstone 
camp is now in a position lo put something 
more realistic on the table. Only that win 
make Smiths drop its ridiculous pretence that 
it can carry on as if nothing bad happened. 
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Investors press WH Smith to meet Waterstone 


Institutional pressure 
yesterday continued to 
drive WH Smith to 
a meeting with its 
would-be chief executive, 
Tim Waterstone. 

Tom Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, reports on the 
high-stakes poker game 
between the retailer and 
its ambitious nemesis. 


A meeting between Tun 
^terstone and WH Smith’s 
board moved closer yesterday 
after some of the retailer's 
biggest shareholders told the 
company they disagreed with its 
blanket rejection of last week's 
takeover proposals. 

It also emerged that the 
Waterstone camp, together 


mg a compromise proposal 
that would attempt lo soothe 
investors’ concerns about the 
level of borrowings proposed 
for Mr Y&terstone's takeover 
vehicle. 

The takeover team is also 
understood to be preparing a 
more flexible position on what 
has emerged as a further stick- 
ing poinF with a number of 
shareholders, the valuation at- 
tributed to Mr V&terstone's 
private retail concept, Daisy & 
Tbm, which would be taken 
over by WH Smith as part of 
the deal. 


*rrr, 


were rejected, is thought likely 
to be a prominent figure in the 
renewed discussions. 

WH Smith restated its re- 
jection of Mr Wnerstone's 
proposals yesterday and said it 
bad no intention of meeting 
with its former employee. De- 
spite the rising groundswell of 
opinion against its stance, the 
company has refused to devi- 
ate from its line that Mr W&- 
leraione’s proposals offer 
nothing worth discussing. 

Mr Waterstone approached 
Mr Hardie 10 days ago with 

jSSsalS that wohld see him 


Up to one-balf- of WH ^replace Rjfchafd'Handover as: 


with its advisers at SBC War- 


burg Dfflon Read, were prepar- 


Smith's top investors are 
thought to favour a rapproche- 
ment between the two ides and 
have approached the company 
or its broker, Cazenove, to in- 
sisi a meetingshoukl take place. 
Jeremy Hardie, the chairman of 
Smiths, who has remained sOent 
on the proposals since they 


chief executive of the sta- 
tionery, music and books re- 
tailer. He believed be was 
involved in confidential talks 
until a pre-emptive rejection by 
the retailer last Thursday put 
the bid on to the back foot. 

The SBC Waibuig-devised 
plan would have seen around 


£600m of debt taken on by the 
company to fund a 200p hand- 
out to shareholders, the sale of 
the Our Price record chain 
and WH Smith's US opera- 
tions, and a radical overhaul of 
the core high street chain. 

Institutions seen by the Mto- 
teretone team this week are 
understood to have been inter- 
ested in the planned changes, 
but some have expressed con- 
cern about an injection of debt 
that would see gearing rise to 
about SO per cent of share- 
holders’ funds. They are also 
concerned that Daisy & Tbm, 
Which recently started trading, 
from one shop on London’s 
King’s Road, is to be acquired 
in exchange for too big a share- 
holding in the new company. 

Although Waiburgs bdieves 
the injection of £600m of bor- 
rowings would create the most 
efficient capital structure for 
the cash-generative retailer, it 


is thought to be drawing up a 
new proposal which would see 
less than 200p a share being 
handed back to shareholders. 
It is also looking at plans to 
make any acquisition of Daisy 
& Tom less reliant on an up- 
front payment and more on an 
earnout which would only cost 
WH Smith shareholders if the 
concept proved successful 
Not all WH Smith’s share- 
holders were enthusiastic about 
change. One leading investor 
said he retained doubts about 
the bookseller's ability to run 
a business of WH Smith’s size. 
jHc Welcomed . the -approach, 
however, for the galvanising ef- 
fect it was likely to have on the 
company’s new management 
. Ihe retailer’s shares dosed 
5.5p lower yesterday at 386p, 
but are trading around 20p 
higher than before Mr 
Witerstone’s approach was 
publicised. 


Entergy gets approval for new 
gas-fired power station 


The Government 
yesterday gave the go- 
ahead for another gas- 
fired power station, 
further increasing the 
pressure on the coal 
industry as it fights to 
retain its share of the 
electricity generating 
market, writer Michael - 
Harrison. 


Entergy, the US utility that took 
over London Electricity last 
year, has been given permission 
by the Department of Ttade 
and Industry to build the 
£390m plant at Damhead 
Creek, 30 miles east of London 
on the Thames estuary. 

The 740-megawatt gas sta- 


tion will burn the equivalent of 
1.75 million tonnes of coal - 
equal to the output of one 
large colliery. 

The approval for the station 
follows National Bower’s an- 
nouncement earlier this week 
that it is to construct a £ 450m 
gas-fired station on a site near 
Newark. 

That plant, built on the site 
oLa former coal-fired station, 
will cut demand. for coal by 
about 35 million tonnes. 

■ Entergy already has ap- 
proval to construct a 1,200- 
megawatt station in Hull, 
Yorkshire. 

Construction of the Dam- 
head Creek plant will start in 
April of next year and the sta- 
tion is due to come on stream 
in 2000. 

The DTI has issued a Sec- 
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lion 36 consent for construction 
of the plant - the second such 
authorisation it has granted 
since Labour came to power in 
May. 

There had been hopes that 
the change of government 
would spell a more friendly ap- 
proach to the coal industry but 
ministers appear to be keener 
of malting sure Britain meets hs 
environmental commitments 
to cut carbon dioxide gases 
than to protect coal-mining 
communities. 

Tbrry Ogletree, president 
of Entergy Power Develop- 
ment Corporation, said that the 
technology being incorporated 
into the new station would de- 
liver higher output at the same 
time as lower environmental 
emissions than conventions 
systems. 
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Sleepy Kids seeks new MD 
to revive merchandising 


Sleepy Kids, the 
embattled animation 
company which owns the 
rights to ‘Budgie the 
Helicopter’, has bowed 
to pressure to beef up 
the management team. 
Cathy Newman reports. 


Shares in Sleepy Kids have 
fallen lo 14p from a high of 
1 17p three years ago. Now, the 
husband and wife team that 
founded the company in 1985 
is taking action to show the City 
they mean business by search- 
ing for a managing director for 
their merchandising business, 
one of the group's most im- 
portant divisions. 


However, despite a deter- 
znined trawl through the in- 
dustry, no takers for the post 
have yet been found. 

Martin Powell, the com- 
pany’s chairman, said yesterday 
the new recruit would “exploit 
the properties we own", which 
include The Disguisables, an 
action adventure series for 
children, and Dr Zitbag's Tran- 
sylvania Pet Shop. 

Mr Powell, who is running 
the merchandising division with 
his wife, said: “We’re going to 
want a particular individual to 
take the reins. There are five 
or six strong candidates.” 

Sleepy Kids has come under 
increasing pressure from share- 
holders after falling profits and 
a series of problems with its 
core product. Budgie, which 


was created by the Duchess of 
York. The company became 
embroiled in a $22m (£14m) 
legal battle with Budgie's mar- 
keting agents earlier this year, 
and [TV failed to commission 
a fourth series of the cartoon. 
Fox Children's Network has 
also axed the series. 

Sleepy Kids is reportedly 
seeking bidders for Budgie to 
raise cash for new projects. Mr 
Powell said yesterday he could 
never rule out disposing of 
assets, but there were no plans 
to sell Budgie at the moment. 

Profits for the 14 months to 
December 1996 slid to 
£292.000, from £890,000 the 
year before. Mr Powell blamed 
a delay in completing a deal to 
distribute Budgie videos in the 
United States. 


COMPANY RESULTS 





Turnover £ 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dividend 

Ataandra Wmfcmar (I) 

36m (35.4m) 

2235m (-724.000) 
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Stagecoach to order 515 buses 

Stagecoach Holdings, the train and bus company run by Brian Souter, 
said yesterday that it was planning to order 5 15 buses for 1998 at a 
cost of £5Qm. This follows an order worth £39m last November for 
62S buses. Stagecoach said the new fleet would include a “standardised 
range of taw-entry, easily accessed vehides, including midibuses, single- 
deck and double-deck buses.” A spokesman added: “Following this 
order, the average age of our UK fleet will be approximately seven 
years against an estimated industiy average of JO years.” He said 
suppliers for the latest order include MAN, Trinity Holdings's sub- 
sidiary Dennis Specialist Vehicles, Volvo, Mercedes-Benz and 
Mayflower Corporation’s bus-making arm Whiter Alexander. 

Triplex rejects mystery bidder 

Triplex IJoyd, the engineering group, said it had rejected takeover 
overtures from a mystery bidder. The company said that takeover 
discussions had taken place, but they “were unlikely to lead to an 
offer capable of being recommended to shareholders”. Some ana- 
lysts dow expect a hostile bidder for the embattled engineer to emerge. 

BCH seeks London listing 

Vehicle management company BCH is to list on the London Stock 
Exchange. BCH, which in 1996 recorded operating profits of £2. 7m 
on sales of £46. 5m. is to seek Listing via a share placing, scheduled 
for November. HSBC Investment Bank is sponsoring Lhe flotation, 
which will be brokered by Panmure Gordon & Co. 

Frogmore profits rise 65% 

Frogmore Estates, the British property developer, saw year-end profits 
soar to £25. 6m yesterday, an increase of 65 per cent Total dividends 
rose to 2Qp a share. Profits were helped by a significant contribution 
from County Hall, former home of the GLC, and demand in Lon- 
don generally was strong. Chairman Dennis Cepe said he was looking 
to the future “with confidence”. The shares rose 5p to close at 5625p. 

IMI pays £86m for valve maker 

Engineering group IMI is to buy German valve maker Herion-Werke 
for £86m. The deal, announced yesterday, will take IMI's gearing 
to 70 pier cent. Nick Paul, IMTs deputy chief executive, said that 
(here were opportunities for “sales and product synergies". 


Would you like a phone system that tells you 
where your customers live? 








of pinpointing your incoming 
customer calls by area. 


It’s called Cable & Wireless Zone 
Plan and it is just one of the amazing 
options our communications 
technology offers your business. 


With so many possibilities, it's 
important for us to know what you 
really want, so we can shape and 
develop our products to suit you. 

That's why we’re sending all of 
our business customers a national 
survey, to hear their views. 


If you're not a customer, but would 
like to join in. simply call our survey 
hotline on FreeCall 0800 068 8060. 
Or visit http://www.cwcom.co.uk 



CABLE & WIRELESS 

What can we do for you? 
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N Brown fall not 
as bad as it seems 


N Brown, the Manchester-based mail or- 
der group, has been one of the most re- 
liable performers in the retail sector over 
the past few years. 

So it was surprising to see the shares 
dip yesterday on news of a fall in oper- 
ating margins in the first half. 

Though that ratio slipped to 12.8 per 
cent compared to 13.4 per cent in the first 
half last year, the news was not nearly 
as bad as first appeared. 

Though the 12.4 per cent increase in 
first-half profits to £18m did not match 
the 19 per cent sales increase, the rea- 
sons were more about investing in future 
growth than short-term problems. 

Net margins were affected by a sig- 
nificant and planned increase in the num- 
ber of new customers attracted to the 
group's raft of catalogues. 

New customers are loss -making for 
the group in the first year as their spend 
is low compared to more seasoned 
shoppers. They only start to become prof- 
itable in years two or three, so seeds sown 

now will be reaped in 1998-99. 

Second, the company now fulfils 
around 30 per cent of its deliveries via 
its own couriers, which gives it greater 
control, but has come at a cost of 
£500.000. 

Like-for-likc group sales rose by an 
impressive 19 per cent on last year. Cur- 
rent trading since the end of the half has 
not been so good, but that includes a flat 


With British folks only replacing 
their bed once in 15 years on average 
and prices static at around £300 for an 
average double, the UK bed market has 
little room to grow. That said, after a 
downturn in the 1 990s, rising consumer 
spending means the market is now 
bouncing back. Silentnight achieved an 
impressive 13 per cent rise in bed sales 
in the last quarter, boosted by post elec- 
tion confidence, to give an overall 9.4 per 
cent lift at the half year. 

However, Bill Simpscra, chief executive, 
says Silentnight’s UK laminated cabinet 
division, currently 30 per cent of group 
turnover, is the key to long-term growth. 
Assembled l amin ated furniture is cheap- 
er than solid wood and as technology im- 
proves increasingly popular. Sile ntnigh t has 
around half the UK market and has been 
growing cabinet sales at some 15 per cent 
a year for the past six years. 

Consolidation among UK furniture 
retailers - witness yesterday's H&C bid 
for Kingsbury - wfll benefit the big play- 
ers. Silentnight, with cash in the bank, 
will undoubtedly be looking to buy up 
casualties from that trend. It has already 
picked up cabinet business Me redew on 
the cheap. Though still loss-making, the 
business is recovering and adds valuable 
capacity. 

The failure of a US furniture retailer 
hit Siientuight’s US bed profits, but that 
is a one-off and cautious expansion into 
a strong US market will continue. An- 
alysts forecast £16m for the full year. On 
13 5 times, the shares, down 17jpto315p 
after a strong run on Tuesday, look rea- 
sonable value. 



two weeks as a result of the shopper ap- 
athy which followed the death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales. 

Other mail order groups arc under- 
stood lo have experienced the same. N 
Brown’s sales have recovered in the three 
weeks since the death. 

Jim Martin. N Brown's chief execu- 
tive, is continuing his strategy of re- 
cruiting more shoppers in the 30 to 
40-year age range lo the catalogues 
whose core constituency has historically 
hoen the over 50s. 

The younger group now accounts for 
19 per cent of group sales. 29 per cent 
ahead on Iasi year. The company is also 
investing £2lJm this year on warehouse 
expansion and computer upgrades. 

No acquisitions are on the horizon, 
the company says, though a return to the 
Freemans deal is always possible if the 
competition authorities block Little- 
woods' purchase from Sears. 

On full-year forecasts of £42m the 
shares, down 5p to 4122>p yesterday, 
trade on a forward ratio of 21 times. 

That is a 20 per rent premium to the 
market, but given the shares were rat- 
ed at a 40 per cent premium a year ago. 
they are starting to look good value. 

Beds do better 
for Silentnight 

Which way are investors in the UK’s bed- 
making market to turn? As yesterday's 
announcements clearly show, the two 
biggest players, Silentnight and Air- 
sprung, are having very different expe- 
riences. While Airsprung warned its 
half-year results would fall substantially 
helow expectations, stripping 27 per 
ccni off its share price, SilenlnighL the 
UK's biggest bed and laminated furni- 
ture maker, is going great guns, report- 
ing interim profits lo August almost a 
fifth higher at £bm. 

Airsprung's problems look very spe- 
cific. While its beds business remains 
comfortable, Airsprung flagged up 
serious management shortcomings and 
quality problems at a couple of recently 
acquired companies. That leaves Silent- 
night as a more reliable bellwether of the 
UK furniture market and a far belter het 
for investors. 


Goldsmiths 
extends its chain 


On the face of it. Jurek Piasecki, head 
of jewellery retailer Goldsmiths, had 
little reason to smile yesterday. He re- 
vealed that the company had slipped 
into the red in the six months to Au- 
gust. with losses of just over £300,000. 
The group’s share price closed 9p 
down at 331.5p. 

It all seems a far cry from last year’s 
rosy sentiment, when Goldsmiths un- 
veiled its first profits since flotation in 
1990 and said it wanted to bid for the 
UK jewellery businesses of Signet, the 
former Rainers group. But although 
first-half figures are undeniably grim, 
the true picture is not all bad. 

Following its disappointment with 
the Signet deal. Mr Piasecki decided 
that if Goldsmiths couldn’t grow by ac- 
quisition. it would have lo grow or- 
ganically. In January, he placed 1.1 
million shares to raise the necessary 
cash. Rival Signet currently has a far 
larger retail network than Goldsmiths, 
but Mr Piasecki is intending to beat 
Signet at its owm game. Six shops have 
opened already this year and another 
nine are due for the second half. Twen- 
ty shops are scheduled for 1998 and a 
further 20 for 1999. 

The cost of opening these new 
shops is one reason why first-half fig- 
ures look poor. The other is that 
Rolex. an important source of revenue 
for Goldsmiths, reduced retail margins. 
The expansion programme should help 
to reduce Goldsmiths’ historical de- 
pendency on Rolex as very few of the 
new shops are earmarked to carry this 
luxury fine. Goldsmiths’ burgeoning in- 
surance business and a new deal with 
Harrods to run its diamonds depart- 
ment are further reasons to think that 
the company's prospects look bright. 

Forecasts from Charterhouse Tilney 
pul Goldsmiths on a forward price- 
earnings ratio of about 17, making it 
look expensive. Luxury watch distrib- 
utor Time Products, which announced 
a small increase in profit yesterday, are 
sitting on a p/e of about 9. 

But given prospects at Goldsmiths, 
it might be worth hanging on to the 
shares. 
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an comments send London markets into retreat 
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Alan Greenspan, the US They went on to make 
banking chief, sent another spectacular progress with 
shiver through the stock mar- Footsie up from 3,963 and the 
ket, abruptly ending a charge DJIA from 6,381 


ft 


DEREK PAIN 

■STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


which seemed intent on tnfctng 
Footsie to yet another peak. 

At one time the index was 
U P 60.9 points. Then Mr 
Greenspan spoke. His warn- 
ing that the US economy may 
be on an “unsustainable track" 
wiped out the gain and sent 
Footsie spinning 70.5 lower, it 
ended off 43.5 at 5 , 262 . 1 . 
Government stocks lost al- 
most a point. 

His earlier attempt to cool 
down stock markets txad a 
short-term impact. In De- 
cember he created turmoil 
with the Dow Jones Average 
55.16 and Footsie S& 2 . down. 
Next day the two markets ral- 
lied, shrugging off the Federal 
Reserve chiefs comments that 
markets were a “collapsing 
financial asset bubble”. 


In his latest testimony, 
which had New York in ragged 
retreat from its peak during 
London trading, Mr Green- 
span said, perhaps not sur- 
prisingly, it was “unrealistic" 
to espect shares to continue to 
achieve the strong gains seen 
over the last two years. 

Banks were the hardest 
hh. Gains were obliterated. 
Barclays, at one time 17 Jp up, 
went to a 75 p deficit, ending 
45 p off at 1 ^ 74 Jp. HSBC fell 
44 Jp to 2 , 098 p and Abbey 
National 19 Jp to 927 . 5 p. 

Rail track remained on the 
right lines with a 335 p gain to 
977 . 5 p as speculation contin- 
ued about its property assets. 
Ladbroke’s again made 
progress with hopes of Sher- 
aton management contracts 


and Hilton stake building managed pubs chain as the 

spurring the enthusiasm. ideal partner for its own pub 
Suctions Asdu. the opemnou.Gre<niall'se«eiBrve 
superstores chain had found wholesaling side could also 


another deal after the failure 
of its gel together with Safe- 
way to materialise, lifted the 
shares 5 p to 162 * 5 p. P&O 
remained firm, up 17 p at 
714 ip, on hopes of regulatory 
clearance for its Siena cross - 
Channel link and Reddtt & 
Colmtn put on } 6 . 5 p to 
1 , 026 -Sp on continuing take- 
over speculation. 

Blue Circle Industries 
gained 14.5p to 3903p with 

SBC Warburg repeating its 

435 p target. 

Greenalls ended 4 p (after 
lOp) higher at 380 - 5 p. Thlk is 
growing of bid action with 
Rank, the leisure group, re- 
placing Allied Domecq as the 
likely predator. Rank is in 
need of an impetus. It could 
see Grec nail’s problem 


attract Rank. 

Downgradings had a pre- 
dictable impact. BT fell 7 p to 
444 Jp on ABN Amro Hoare 
Govctt caution; British Aero- 
space suffered at the combined 
hands of Hoare Govett and 
Merrill Lynch, falling 50 Jp to 

Share spotlight 

shan prica. penes 
1650 
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kal Industries lost I 25 p to biddw 
993 Jp on worries, first high- 105 P^f^ 
lighted by Merrill Lynch, ^^ 10 . c 

about its third-quarter profits. Jp in busy 

Norwich Union survived (™J l JW Zettef s,tiic pools 

the downturn, up 55 pai 34 ^, 

on NaiWfcst Securities ajV 011 - Paid ZeOcrbnF^ied 

jrassK -tssr*" 

grades; pillar added a further 
13 pto 281 - 5 p. 

RoOs-Royee, making pre- 
sentations in Scotland, fell 7 p 
to 231 p as a US seller domi- 
nated. British Biotechnology 
was also hit by a strong seller; 
in heavy turnover the shares 
fell 10 p" to 127 ^p as an insti- 
tution unloaded. 

Engineer TWplex Lloyd 

ffiingd 83 p to 223 . 5 p although 
it said takeover talks had 
ended. 

JKX Oil & Gas. where 
Ukrainian interests have 

nearly 24 per cent, rose a fur- 


rarailer, jumped 3 & 5 p ito ' 

from H&c Foitushmgs- 

Signet s I 

^^^ponchedan^- 
correctdealmlotiw^stem- 
The shares ignored it all - 1111 

dnanged at S 3 - 75 p- 

African Lakes, a djstribu- 
tor. rose 7 p io 65 - s P- ( 7 ^ 
stares have come up from 
44 So. Someone has g° l 016 
story running that George 
Soros is buying* 


TAKING STOCK 


Unapany in — 

9 , 5 p to 33 p as stories flowed 

of rich oil and gas finds at 

Bohai Bay; off north east Chi- 
na. Apache, which partners 
XCL, is said to have de- 
scribed the discovery as the 
biggest so far this year. 

jardinerie Interiors, an office 
plants business, sprooted 7 p 

to 84 ^p. Takeover talk is in 

the air. Rentokfl and Wywate 
Garden Centres could be in- 
terested. JI came to market 
at 114 p, went to 155 p and 
then fell to 72 - 5 p after unre- 
markable figures. 

Tension is growing over or- 
der-driven trading bnt 
Royalblne, one of the soft- 
ware providers, has no com- 
plaints. The shares rose lip 
to a 259 Jp peak; they haw 
climbed 34 * 5 p this month. 

Profits are expected to be 

£ 2 JBm (£ 2 m). 
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The RP| m a y no t measure ‘real* 
inflation. It doesn’t really matter 


Which inflation measure? 
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ON THE 
PROBLEMS OF 
PRICE INDICES 


One of the complications the 
Bank of England’s Monetary 
Policy Committee faces as it 
ponders, yesterday and today, 
what to do with interest rates, is 
the question of how good a 
guide the published inflation fig- 
ures are to “true’' inflation. For 
there is quite a vogue for argu- 
ing that the published retail 
price index, even on the target 
measure excluding mortgage in- 
terest payments, shows inflation 
to be higher than it really is. 

This is in principle distinct 
from the argument that the 
economy has entered a new era 
of permanent^ low inflation 
because of a revolutionary 
improvement in productivity 
thanks to new computer tech- 
nology. As Gavyn Davies 
demonstrated in his column 
earlier this week, this is a ques- 
tionable assertion, as low in- 
flation in recent years can be 
fully explained by low growth. 

But in practice, the “new 
era” school of thought shores up 
its optimism with the idea that 
inflation is even lower than it ap- 
pears to be, because of upward 
biases in the price indices. The 
link is that one of these biases in 
price measurement is the omis- 
sion of rapidly falling computer 
prices and quality improvements. 

The notion of serious mis- 
measuremeot stems from the 


report last year of the Boskin 
Commission in the US. Itsecon- 
omists concluded that true US 
tnflation migh t be as much as 
a fall percentage point or more 
below the official figure. There 
were several reasons for this. 

One was that the index was 
not constructed using the lower 
prices dunged in new kinds of 
retail outlets, mainly discount 
warehouse dubs. Nor did it 
indude new products, like com- 
puters and other electronic 
goods* whose prices were falling. 
Near did it take account of quality 
improvements that delivered 
better value for the same price. 
It missed the fact that people 
switch away from goods whose 
prices are rising too rapidly- for 
example, they buy chicken if fish 
becomes too dear. In addition, 
the commission criticised the 
fcsmula used to construct the US 
consumer price index. 

These conclusions proved 
controversial, and the US has 
not decided to implement them 
alL Meanwhile, the Office for 
National Statistics here has just 
published an assessment of how 
far the Boskin points apply to 
our Retail Price Index. The 
conclusion is: not very much. 
The RPI is based on a different 
formula. The UK does not have 
many discount dubs. 

Just as important, the goods 
included in the RPI and the 
weights attached to them are 
updated every year on the basis 
of a survey of family spending 
patterns carried out the previ- 
ous year, whereas the basket of 
goods in the US CPI has been 
updated only once a decade. 

This year’s RPI basket is 
based on 1995/96 spending 
patterns. The ONS has looked 
back at how different mea- 
sured infla tion would have been 
if the updating had been even 
faster. During recent years they 
found it to be only 0.06 to 0.07 
percentage points, less than 
half the bias in the US figures 
the Boskin Commission attrib- 
uted to this source. 

This will not necessarily sat- 
isfy those who think the RPI 


overstates inflation and there- 
fore makes the Rank reach for 
the interest rate trigger too 
early. For the index excludes 
some of the goods which are 
seeing the fastest price falls and 
biggest qualify improvements - 
computers. The reason is that 
measuring their price and qual- 
ify has amply been too difficult 
However, the ONS has 
started publishing a separate 
price index designed to be com- 
patible with bow inflation is 
measured in the rest of the Eu- 
ropean Union. This figure, the 
“harmonised index of consumer 
prices” or HI CP, includes com- 
puters and, almost as trouble- 
some because of their rapidly 
improving quality, new cars. As 
the chart shows, for the duration 
of its short existence, infla tion 
measured by the HICP has 
been agnificandy lower than in- 
flation measured by the RPL 
But does this make the case 
that inflation is “really” low and 
the Bank of England has noth- 
ing to worry about? Measures 
of price changes are needed for 
different purposes. To uprate 
social security benefits, for in- 


stance, an index which indudes 
computers would probably be 
inappropriate, as the poorest 
families and pensioners buy 
very few of them. The Bank’s in- 
terest in inflation is as an indi- 
cator of whether or not the 
economy is growing at a sus- 
tainable pace. Slow and steady 
inflation is essential as a solid 
platform for growth and jobs. 

In a sense, therefore, it does 
not matter exactly which measure 
of inflation the Bank uses, for all 
tend to show the same broad 
trends. For month-to-month 
monitoring it is better to use 
figures that the statisticians can 
construct fairly promptly. The 
Government's target RPI mea- 
sure excludes mortgage pay- 
ments for the special reason 
that raising interest rates to help 
reduce inflation actually in- 
creases the headline RPI via this 
channel. The Bank itself would 
prefer also to exclude tax-related 
(sice changes oo the grounds that 
these contain do information 
about the state of the economy. 

But, broadly speaking, these 
three - the RPI, RPDC and 
RPTY - tend to show the same 


trends. The broader GDP de- 
flator shows lower inflatio n be- 
cause it includes i mport prices, 
The narrower producer price 
series shows lower infla tion be- 
cause it exdudes retail margins. 
But any one of these would be 
suitable is a target measure. The 
key decision is setting the level 
ofthetaigehandtheretsnoam- 
vindng evidence that RPI growth 
of ZS per cent is incompatible 
with steady, sustainable growth 
and employment 

The Bank cannot entirely 
ignore the “new era” arguments. 
Technological charge is making 
it harder to understand which 
prices matter. Should the ONS 
be measuring the price of books 
bought at a discount over the In- 
ternet? How can a conventional 
price index take account of the 
fact that a lot of computer soft- 
ware is free? 

These will become more im- 
portant issues over time. But 
there is nothing here that 
rhnng fts the kind of calculations 
the Monetary Policy Committee 
should be making (his morning 
- nothing to persuade its mem- 
bers to relax about inflation. 
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The Government launched its new taskforce 
for the creative industries -media, music and 
television - yesterday after initially an- 
nouncing the move to a rather muted re- 
ception three months ago. There are worrying 
qgna, however, that this latest luwies’ crusade 
could turn into a fiat souffle. 

Chris Smith, culture secretary, held the 
launch meeting at the Department for Cul- 
ture, Media and Sport in Trafalgar Square. 
The luwies, however, were nowhere to be 
seen. Shame on you. Richard Branson. Tilt 
tut, David Puttaam. On the other hand, per- 
haps I shouldn’t be too hard on the absent 
personalities. They were probably off doing 
some proper work. 

Bill Simpson, chief executive of British bed 
maker Silentnight, tells me Tony Biair could 
have done far better than buying an imported 
Duxiana bed for more than £3.000. 

Mr Simpson is miffed that the PM didn't 
give more support to British industry by buy- 
ing his bed locally: “Mr Blair could have 
bought a Sealy [bed] and he would have en- 
joyed the experience just as much.” 

The Silentnight boss says people in this 
country replace their beds on average once 
every 15 years whereas in the US they buy new 
beds every 10 years. Perhaps that’s because 
American citizens tend to be larger. 

Best wishes to Daniel Godfrey, marketing 
director of Flemings, who fell off his 1500cc 
Kawasaki motorbike. “I had to spend several 
hours in casualty - 1 had a couple of cracked 
ribs and rather a Large hole in my left leg,” 
our hero tells me. The bike was hardly dam- 
aged but he won't be riding it a g*” 11 Now he’s 
interesting himself in safer pursuits, such as 
helping launch Flemings’ Eastern Europe 
Fund on 18 October. 

Jonathan HeifnwH, HSBC James Ca pel’s 
senior European media analyst, is moving to 


Goldman Sachs. Mr Helliwdl started as a 
printing and paper analyst at Kleinwort Ben- 
son in 1986 before moving on to Swiss Bank 
Corporation and then CapeL 

Mr HelliweU will join Goldman s media 
team of Goy Lamming and Mathew Htalker. 
In typical muskakfcairs fashion, Mr Lamming 
startedoff at James CapeL left for Goldman, 

then went to SBC ^rbuig and last May went 

back to Goldman. Mr Lamming used to work 
alongside Neil Blackley, who left Goldman 

for Merrill Lynch in August last year. 

Goldman has also signed Frauds Woollen, 
a top rated European telecoms analyst, cur- 
rently at UBS. 

The independent insolvency firm, Buchler 
Phillips, has just poached a receiver from 
Arthur Andereeo. Andereen is the giant 

American firm where Dadd Bnchler and Peter 

p hilips used to work before they founded 

Buchler Phillips 10 years ago. 

BP has signed up Jamie Gleave, an insol- 
vency practitioner at Andersen, to head up 
hs new Manchester office. Simon Freakfy, an- 
other Buchler Phillips partner and former An- 
dersen man, admits his niche boutique has an 
excellent relationship with the Chicago- 
based firm. “We often refer assignments to 
each other." But doesn’t Andersen mind hav- 
ing its insolvency partners nicked all the time? 
“We are friendly competitors ” he replies. 

It’s a packed calendar for the UK’s re- 
ceivers, despite the relative dearth of com- 
panies going bust Next Wednesday the 
Insolvency Practitioners Association holds its 
annual Bernard Phillips Memorial Lecture. 
The lecture is named after the late Bernard 
Phillips, Peter Phillips’ father, who was also 
a noted insolvency practitioner and who 
worked for Arthur Andersen. 

Friendly societies are preparing to play a key 
role in New Labour’s plans for welfare reform. 
So says Bob Pollard, chief executive of the An- 
cient Order of Foresters, who has just been 
elected president of the Association of 
Friendly Societies. 

Mr Pollard will be backed up by Roy 
Hurley, chief executive of Liverpool Victo- 
ria Friendly Society, who has been elected vice 
president. 

Perhaps I could take these societies more 
seriously if they didn't sound like freemasons’ 
lodges in a Monty Python sketch. I mean, what's 
the Manchester Society of Odd Fellows all 
about? lb be fair, the societies' titles often date 
back to the 16th century. They were set up “to 

provide self help on a mutual basis” - a phrase 
which chimes with New Labour. 

Mr Pollard says: “The Government is open 
to new ideas and believes that current wel- 
fare provision is not serving the poorest mem- 
bers of society as it should.” Mr Pollard wants 
us to move towards a “a system that gives a 
hand up, not a hand out”. Those words 
wouldn’t have been out of place coming from 
Margaret Thatcher. 
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Nestle set for 
coffee bean 

breakthrough 
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^M^theintemation^, 
food ©ant, could soor, be 
40 «Hbig genetically 

engineered Nescafe Tlie 

company looks set to 
link up with ForBio, an 
Australian plant 
biotechnology group 
Which can grow caffeine- 
free coffee beans. UK 
investors could get a 
slice of the action when 
ForBio floats in the UK 
next year. Someeno Ahmad 
reports. 


Nestte, the Swiss food giant, is 
expected to sign a joint venture 
with a plant biotechnology 
company, soon to float in the 
UK, to produce the world’s firet 
» caffeine-free coffee beans. Ac- 
cording to sources at Nestis, the 
company is planning a link-up 
with ForBio, an Australian 
company specialising in plant 
genetics. 

The deal will allow Nestte to 
sell caffeine-free coffee more 
cheaply and with improved 
flavour and aroma, increasing 
Nestie’s stranglehold on the US 
S20bo-a-year world coffee mar- 
ket NestI6 makes Nescafe, the 
world’s number-one selling in- 
stant coffee. The fast growing 
soluble coffee market is worth 
a third of the total. 

ForBio, which was planning 
to list on the London main 
^ stock market this year valued at 
around £60m, has apparently de- 
layed its flotation plans until ear- 
ly next year in order to conclude 
the deal with Nestl£. Both 
Nestle and ForBio yesterday re- 
fused to comment on whether 
they were in discussions. 

ForBio, based near Bris- 
bane arid Ifeted on the Aus- 


JfaKan Stock Exchange, be- 
“6ves it can solve two of the cof- 

ff* Producers' biggest 
headaches. At present produc- 
es caffeine- free coffee re- 
Qhiros expensive chemical 
w f^hing of the processed beans, 
which also impairs their flavour 
and smell. Removing caffeine 
this way costs producers $lbn 
a year in the US alone. 

ForBio with its US partner 
Integrated Coffee Technolo- 
gies Inc (ICTi), in which it has 
a 17 per cent stake, have dis- 
covered how to genetically alter 
coffee plant seeds to* yield 
caffeine-free beans. 

Speaking from ForBio’s 
offices in Wootloongabba. 
Queensland, Bob Mullins, head 
of FbrBio’s international oper- 
ations, said large scale propaga- 
tion of caffeine-free plants wouki 
be possible in two years time. 
Meanwhile ForBio, founded and 
owned by Scottish-born nuUkm- 
aire Bill Henderson, is collecting 
a breed of elite coffee plants 
which can ripen uniformly. 

Coffee beans are found at the 
centre of the coffee plant's 
bright red. cheny-Iike fruit, the 
pulp of which must be removed 
before the coffee bean is 
processed. Any pulp left with the 
bean spoils the flavour when the 
bean is processed. Getting a 
batch of coffee plants to ripen 
uniformly increases the chances 
of removing all the pulp. For- 
Bio’s Rapid marker technology 
identifies plants most likely to 
produce superior flavoured 
beans, and selects plants with the 
same maturation rates. 

Though Mr Mullins would 
not comment on any commer- 
cial aspects of their technolo- 
gy, in any deal with Nestll, 
ForBio is likely to get a share 
of sales plus licence fees for its ■ 
technology. Its partner ICTI, 
because it owns the caffeine- 



Indonesia turns to IMF for 
financial rescue package 


South-east Asia was 
facing a fresh financial 
crisis yesterday when 
Indonesia became the 
latest country to seek 
help from the IMF. It 
needs a rescue package 
to support a plunging 
currency and keep 
foreign reserves at a safe 
level. But the support is 
expected to be for lower 
than the $(7bn organised 
for Thailand in August. 
Niget Cope reports. 


jdar’ia Muhammad said: 
«tyb3e Indonesia’s foreign 
exchange reserves remain at a 
safe level nevertheless m or- 
der to safeguard the situation, 
the government is sounding 
out long-term support funds 
from international institutions 
indadmg the IMF." 

ladonesa’s appeal for a res- 

• . k - - ~ 


cue 


Michel Camdessus, the IMF's 
mana ging director, who said: 
-The IMF strongly supports the 


Indonesia's decision to go co the 
International Monetary Fund 
was endorsed by the country’s 
President yesterday after a 
monthly economic cabinet 
meeting concluded outside help 
was essential to restore confi- 
dence in the nation's currency. 
The rupiah has lost over 53 per 
cent of its value against the US 
dollar since July and over half 
its value in the last year. 

Indonesia's finance minister 




by Indonesia which sees this as 
an occasion to strengthen its 
economic policies even if fun- 
dame ntals arc basically sound.” 

Teams from the IMF World 
Rank and Asian Development 
Rank will arrive to Jakarta at 
the weekend to open discus- 
sions on assistance. The IMF is 
hoping to accelerate the rescue 
programme by using the pro- 
cedures of ns Emergency Fi- 
nancing Mechanism. 

Dennis de Tray, the chief 
representative of the World 
Bank, said of the Indonesia sit- 
uation: "This is not a financial 
crisis. It is a crisis of confidence. 


It is possible that Indonesia wfll 
not have to draw on the [res- 
cue] package at aD if confidence 
is restored to the economy- 7 ’ 

Analysts said IMF support 
would boost confidence in In- 
donesia and may make it easier 
to reduce interest rates without 
damaging the currency further. 

But they said the size of the 
programme was likely to be far 
less than the $17.2bn (£l0_5bn) 
organised for Thailand. They 
said that because of its mud) 
healthier foreign reserves, In- 
donesia may receive only be- 
tween $4bn and $6bn. 

The rupiah has been in 
freefall since July, raising fears 
of widespread corporate de- 
faults on a mountain of sub- 
stantially unhedged private 
debt. The World Bank said a 
priority was to assess the scale 
of the Indonesia’s short-term 
debt. The government is set to 
compile a list of all private loans 
outstanding. 

Government leaders have 
warned of possible social unrest, 
re marks which political analysts 
said were triggered by the fi- 
nancial crisis and a drought. 


PacifiCorp threatens to cut bid for Energy 


Coffee time: Caffeine-free plants would be a big advantage 


Photograph: Colorific 


free genetic technology, would 
probably lake a royalty on the 
sale of each plant. Once mass 
propagation is feasible. Nestte 
is likely to strike an exclusive 
purchasing agreement with cof- 
fee producers licensed to grow 
the genetically altered plants.' 


ForBio, which unusually for 
a biotech is already profitable, is 
not stopping at coffee. 
Genetically elite tea plants are in 
view. Meanwhile, in an audacious 
about turn,: ForBio has just 
shipped half a million genetically 
improved teak plant seedling? 


grown by robot in Somerset to 
Malaysia. The elite teak plants 
flower less often than normal 
ones and so produce trees with 
more bark. ForBio is also ex- 
porting genetically altered date 
palms grown in England to the 
MIddleEasfl 


PacifiCorp. the US utility bid- 
ding £3.7bn for the Energy 
Group, may cut the price of its 
offer if the Government im- 
poses extra regulatory curbs 
before approving the deal. 

Margaret Beckett. President 
of the Board of Trade, is due to 
receive the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission report 
on the proposed takeover on 21 
November. There are growing 
expectations that although the 
bid may be cleared, it will be 
subject to much tougher regu- 
latory conditions. There is even 
talk of PacifiCorp baring to of- 
fer price reductions ro cus- 
tomers of Eastern, Energy 
group’s regional electricity 
company (REC), as the price 
for allowing the 'bid to proceed. 


The bid from the Oregon- 
based PacifiCorp in June val- 
ued Energy Group, which also 
owns the biggest US coal pro- 
ducer Peabody, at 695.5p. The 
current share price is 651p. 

Mrs Beckea referred the bid 
against the advice of the dir- 
ector-general of Fair Trading 
John Bridge man and the elec- 
tricity regulator Professor 
Stephen Littiechild. The deci- 
sion surprised the City since 
seven previous takeovers of 
RECs by US utilities had 
already slipped through. She 
defended her action, however, 
by saying she had concerns 
“over whether it wfll be possi- 
ble to maintain adequate reg- 
ulatory control over the merged 
company”. '* * 


The MMC is thought to be 
paying particularly dose at- 
tention to the financing of the 
bid which would create a group 
with debts of $12bn, financed 
partly through junk bonds, and 
conventional gearing of 300 
percent. 

PacifiCorp gave under- 
takings before the bid was re- 
ferred to ring fence Eastern so 
that the debt burden was taken 
off its shoulders and also to pro- 
vide separate regulatory 
accounts. 

It is likely to argue against 
further regulatory safeguards 
or price concessions because 
the takeover will not lead to 
cost savings that can be passed 
on. 

-Michael Harrison 


Brussels may ease conditions to approve BA alliance 


Karel Vfcn Miert. the European 
Competition Commissioner, 
gave the first hint yesterday that 


^ Brussels is prepared to com- 


promise over the concessions 
it is demanding in return for ap- 
proving the British Airways- 
Aroerican Airlines alliance. 

The Commission has told the 
two airlines that it will block the 


deal unless they surrender 350 
take-off and landing slots at 
Heathrow. 

But Mr Vhn Miert said yes- 
terday be would be prepared 
to reduce the figure if BA and 
American could convince him 
that the proposal was un- 
workable. “It’s not an absolute 
figure. If there is good reason 


to modify it, we’ll be willing to 
talk about it,” he said. 

The Commissioner also in- 
dicated that talks with the air- 
fines were reaching a critical 
phase and a solution could 
emerge within a few weeks. 

Last week, BA’s chief exec- 
utive, Bob Ayfin& conceded that 
there was now no hope of get- 


ting (he alliance up and running 
in time for next summer. . 

Meanwhile BA yesterday 
announced the £ 65m sale of its 
in-flight catering business at 
Heathrow to Swiss Air. The 
disposal of the division, which 
employs 2,000, is part of BA’s 
global efficiency plan. 

-Michael Harrison 
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MILBURNS 

Catering, 


Milburns is one of the leading party caterers. 

We have the expertise and experience 
to organise any event from a 
small dinner party to a 
conference for 2.000 delegates. 

Among the 20 or so venues where we 
currently cater are 
The Pump Room and Roman Baths 
in Bath. 

the Victoria & Albert Museum 
in Kensington 
and 

St. William's College next to York Minster. 
We can also 

come to your home or to your office 

Ptasetdephone Rupert Gibbons^ 

0171 581 2159 or mobile 0468 618 au. 
Fax 0171 225 2357 

e-mail:-vanda@milbum-co.uk 
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MLBIJKNS PASTY CAUSING 


IN BRIEF 


Sorrell is top marketing 
earner with £2.8m 


Martin Sorrell, chief executive of WPP Group, was once again 
the top earner in the marketing services industry last year, 
with a total pay packet of £2.8 m, according to the annual sur- 
vey by WilloU Kingston Smith. GOT Group’s chairman and 
chief executive. Michael Greenlees, was awarded the biggest 
percentage pay rise in UK listed marketing companies. His 
pay rose 31 per cent to £466,000. The survey found the in- 
dukiy was prospering, with pre-tax profits of the top 50 groups 
almost doubling to £332m. 

WPR the media buyer, wfll today announce the creation 
of MindSbare Asia in Hong Kong, China, Taiwan. Singapore 
and Thailand. The company will be formed from the merger 
of the media operations of J Whiter Thompson and Ogflvy & 
- Mather in five markets, and will have billings of over SI bn. 


Sky appoints movie man 


BSkyB has moved to strengthen its management in the run- 
up to the launch of digital television by appointing Andrew Kcyte 
to a new post of general manager, movies. Mr Keyie, who was 
bead of entertainment at BBC Commercial Channels, wfll re- 
port to Bruce Steinberg, director of movies and pay-per-view. 


Paribas looking at BZW 


French bank Paribas yesterday confirmed that it was look- 
ing at parts of investment bank BZW, put up for sale by Bar- 
days last Friday after months of speculation. Paribas, along 
with Germany's Commerzbank and Dutch group 1NG 
Raring , had been widely touted 35 a potential bidder. 


Ad agencies merge 


GOT Group yesterday merged its two London advertising 
agencies, GOT Advertising and BSTtBDDR The move, which 
will create an agency with billings of £230m, followed GGTs 
£100m acquisition of BDDP Advertising Worldwide earlier 
the year. The newly merged agency will be called BDDP GOT 


Airsprung profits warning 


Shares in furniture maker Airsprung slumped yesterday fol- 
lowing a first-half profits warning. The company said that 
“serious management shortcomings and quality problems" 
meant that interim results would be substantially below mar- 
ket expectations. At one points shares were trading at 1675p, 
a fell of 29 per cent, but rallied to close at 186-5p. 
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Couple set fair for rowing Atlantic without rowing 


David and Nadia Rice 
take to die water at Los 
Gigantes, Tenerife, on 
Sunday for what 
represents the greatest 
challenge of their lives, 
the first rowing race 
across the Atlantic. Mife 
Rawbottom hears why they 
want to take the risk. 






Cleaning the cottage, talcing 
down the hanging baskets, or- 
dering more logs in case the 
children come home, ratting 
the lawn, cancelling the milk- • 
what else is there left for Nadia 

Rice to do? Oh yes. Rowing the 

Atlantic. 

This Sunday she and her 
husband, David, both aged SO, 
will set off from Tfenerifc in a 
24ft boat, bound for Barbados, 
some 3,000 miles away. 

Just to make things more in- 
teresting, they wfl] be in com- 
petition with 29 other intrepid 
pairings taking part in the of- 
ficially entitled Atlantic Row- 
ing Race - the first ever. 

The race was conceived by 
Sir duty Blyth, who hims elf 
rowed the Atlantic with John 
Ridgeway in 1971, taking 94 days 
to cover the northern route 
from Cape Cod to Ireland. 

The entrants -who include 
Olympic oarsmen Peter Hain- 
ing and Rob Hamill- have each 
laid oat around £40,000 for the 
privilege of taking part 
They will compete in identi- 
boats constructed from kits. 
“They come in 24 flat-packs,"' 
Nadia says. “Like something oat 
of MFL” Most reassuring. 

The Rices entrusted their 
craft to a boatbuilding friend 
who constructed it far £10,000. 
It has been the cost, rather than 
any consideration of personal 
risk, which has come closest to 
putting them off their project 




“Ws have managed to find 
sponsors for around half our 
costs, things fike travel and ac- 
oommodation,” David says. “But 
we wffl still be spending £20,000 
of our own money to take parL" 

Nadia says: “l considered 
pulling out of this race a num- 
berof times, but such is Dave’s 
single-minded determination 
and self-belief that he has per- 
suaded me back each time." 

The Rices bade farewell to 
friends and f amil y recently at 
the cottage in Somerton, Som- 
erset, which they share with 
their 15 -year-old collie, now 
safely berthed with relatives. 
The reactions varied from 
‘Wish we codd do if to "You’re 
mad'," David says. 

He is well acquainted with 
the type of challenge posed by 
the race - a former Royal Ma- 
rine, he runs an adventure 
training centre in Whies and has 


completed a single-handed 
Transatlantic crossing. 

But for Nadia, who teaches 
children with special needs, 
this is a new experience and the 
couple's children, Gareth and 
Sam - both students - have ex- 
pressed surprise that their 
mother should be risking her 
neck in such an enterprise. 

“We have been too excited 
to be frightened," Nadia says. 
“I think that's the nature of the 
race.” David plays down the el- 
ement of danger. “I don't think 
it’s particularly risky," he says. 
“Life holds risks whatever you 
do. \bu could be run down by 
a bus tomorrow." 

When pressed, however, he 
concedes that there are three 
main perils: “Falling over the 
skfcm rough weather, being run 
down by ships or being over- 
whelmed by a severe storm.” 
No worries there, then. 


On the comforting sides the 
fact that the hurricane season 
has finished, air temperatures 
are warm, and all boats are car- 
tying satellite tracking and 
emergency beacons, as well as 
being accompanied by two 
ocean racing yachts. 

The Rices have been prac- 
tising rowing since David re- 
sponded to an advertisement 
for the race be saw in a yacht- 
ing magazine 18 months ago. 

“On the day before we set 
off I am sure we will both be 
thinking a lot about our chil- 
dren," David says. “But this 
race is going to be so demand- 
ing that once we are under way, 
we won’t be able to concentrate 
on anything else. 

“We will be rowing, navi- 
gating, eating, sleeping and 
rawing again. We won't have 
much time to reflect on any- 
thing unless the weather is par- 
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Who is today’s greatest? 


We are looking for the best players 
of all time to be enrolled in the In- 
ternational Hall Of Fame. You can 
vote only through the Indepen- 
den [/Independent on Sunday, Mir- 
ror Group newspapers or on the 
Internet at www.spoitmg-life.com. 
Which out for voting chances on the 
dales bdaw. Today, you can also vote 
for your favourite among today’s 
players in a special category of Fu- 
ture Hall Of Rimers. Shearer, Beck- 
ham, Wight, Seaman, Zola, Fowler, 
Ronaldo — you've plenty to choose 
from. 

In the table below, we have list- 
ed 200 players who could all be up 
for contention. All you have to do 


is select your choice of up to four 
players. Ifyou wish you may select 
only one, but FOUR is the maxi- 
mum. Note down their code num- 
bers and then call 0930 565 986- 
First of all, you will be asked to 
carry out a quick test to determine 
what type of phone you have. You 
will then be directed to eater your 
chosen player codes. At the end of 
the call, you will be asked to leave 
your name and address. Your votes 
will be registered against your name. 

VOTE NOW ons 
0930 565 986 

If the player or players you wish 
to vote for are not listed below, you 
can vote for them by filling in the 


form on the left and sending it to: 
The Independent, Future Hall of 
Fame, PO Box 6927, London E3 
3NZ. Postal entries must be received 
by 8 November. 

Please note, you should use the 
form only if your selections are not 
listed below. Ifyou have problems 
voting, call our helpline on 0990 800 
283. You cannot register your vote 
on this line. Vote lines close on 
9 November 1997. The Republic of 
Ireland number is 1550 123 312 
(tone phones only). 

Cafls should last no more than 2 rains. 
50p per minute at all times 

Calls from Republic of Ireland cost 
58p per minute inc. VAT 


The players 


CO 0E PLAYER 

G0AIKEBPBIS 
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ticulariy awful and we are hud- 
dled in the cabin waiting for a 
storm to pass.” 

That cabin ^ - it is just 6ft 2in 
long, which will be ample for 
Nadia (5ft lin) but more of a 
squeeze for David (5ft 10). If 
there are any arguments on 
what promises to be a venture 
of around 90 days’ duration, it 
is not as if there is a spare room 
to stomp off to and watch tele- 
vision. 

“We have been married for 
26 years. I flunk we have be- 
come a good team. I think she 
would say I'm on a fairly short 
fuse, while I would say she’s 
fairly tolerant," David admits. 

The Rices have come up 
with an idea of revolutionary 
simplicity to ensure their trip 
goes smoothly - a “niceness 
contract". 

“We’re both going to have 
to sign it before we leave," 


David says. “We can get our 
shouting done beforehand. It 
will be no holds barred for tire 
week before.” 

Their boat will set off on 
Sunday laden with 20 days of 
emergency rations and 70 days 
of freeze-dried food - just add 
sea water, which will be con- 
verted to fresh water by means 
of a hand-operated reverse- 
osmosis pump, at the rate of 
one gallon per hour. “We esti- 
mate that our water require- 
ment win be four gallons a day,” 
Nadia says. That should help to 
fill in any slack moments. 

The question David has 
been asked most in recent 
weeks is: Why are you doing it? 
“I think," he says, “that the an- 
swer lies in a common human 
affliction - the need to ex- 
plore. Once the start line is 
crossed, we are entering un- 
known territory." 



The Rices (below and top left) have been training for JB_ 
months to row their specially constructed boat (above) 
across the Atlantic Main photograph: Robert Hatlam 



CRICKET 


Kirsten’s fightback follows 
Pakistan’s record day 


Henry Bbfeld 
reports from Rawalpindi 
Pakistan 456 
South Africa 139-1 


South Africa's batsmen fought 
back with admirable determi- 
nation after they had watched 
Pakistan’s last pair of Azhar 
Mahmood and Mushtaq 
Ahmed take their partnership 
to 151, which equalled the 
world record for the last wick- 
et in Test cricket. 

Ariiar who was 72 overnight, 
went on to make 128 not out in 
his first Test innings and Mush- 
taq reached 59. With Ali Naqvi 
making 1 15 on Monday, this be- 
came the first time that two bats- 
men on the same side had 
made hundreds in their first Tfest 
in the same match. All this on 
a day when the players were pre- 
sented to the Queen during the 
tea interval. 

Both batsmen were quickly 
into their stride and the South 
Africans, who were still without 
Brett Schultz with his injured 
shoulder and who is to fly home, 
bad no answer. Azhar set the 
pace, driving Allan Donald off 
his legs for four and hooking 
Shaun Pollock for another. 
When Pit Symoax took over with 
his off spin, he was also expen- 
sive. 


Azhar s hundred came when 
he steered Brian McMillan, 
whose elbow bad recovered, to 
third man and now Mushtaq, 
feeling that his main responsi- 
bility bad ended, tucked into 
Symcox with a vengeance. One 
over, which included three six- 
es over long-on and a sweep for 
four of successive balls, pro- 
duced 23 runs. 

Azhar took 13 in an over 
from McMillan and there was 
only five minutes to go until 
lunch when Mushtaq slogged 
and edged Hanse Cronje into 
his stumps. They had equalled 
the record for the last widret of 
151 set by Brian Hastings and 
Richard Collinge for New 
Zealand against Pakistan in 
Auckland in 1973. 

It was desperately important 
for South Africa to lay a solid 
foundation to their innings and 
Gary Kirsten and Adam Bath- 
er did just thaL They saw off 
Waqar Younis and Azhar who, 
on this extremely slow pitch 
were no great threat. The main 
problems were always going to 
be the spin of Mushtaq and 
Saqlain, but fortunately for the 
South Africans although the 
ball spun, the bounce on the 
third day was more even than 
had seemed likely. 

Kirsten's policy was to sweep 
Saqlain when he got the chance. 


even though it was against the 
spin, and to cut Mushtaq, also 
against the spirt, while Bacher 
was looking to come on to the 


front foot to drive and after tea 
began to use his feet with good 


began to use his feet with good 
effect against Saqlain. . 

They both had their mo- 
ments, particularly against. - 
Mushtaq who was unlucky, but ‘ 
they got away with it. \Vaqar 
had two overs immediately af- 
ter tea to see if he could do any- 
thing with his reverse swing, but 
both batsmen attacked him . 
successfully and Mushtaq was ■ 
recalled. 

Kirsten reached his 50 just * 
ahead of Bacher who then faced 
Saqlain and, pushing forward, 
was caught at sflly mid-off from 
bat and pad. Jacques Kaliis then 
managed to stay with Kirsten un- / 
til the end of an extraordinary ’ 
day when South Africa needed - 
118 more to avoid the follow on. " 

(Third (fay at flvo: Pak&ttm wan taasi 
PAKE5TAM - First Inringa 
(Owntafe 345 tar fl) 

Azlw Matmcnel not out tzfl ■ 

E^teAl^hOw* J» v 

Extau (ba B>7 nbiq 22 


Btauigg B>7 ntoi3J — ' v> '1 

Bgyfag DgraM KHi-tlW; Schultz *-4-38- •- 

J H Ki'Hs net cut., 20 . ■ 

EtaWflMnM} ■ 

Total Hor It 

™ « "fcfcoe 1-W? 

£Maas»>w : " 

Azhar MsTv • 

I****®? Ahmad aw - - 
& r m^T ra ^^™* nc,J0 * d . 


Howey’s last throw at her own weight 


After 10 years at the top 
In international judo, 
Kate Howey still offers 
Britain's best hope of a 
medal at the World 
Championships, which 
begin in Paris today. PhXp 
Nkksan assesses her 
chances. 


In the official programme for 
the four-day world champi- 
onships In Paris, which start to- 
day, Kate Howey is the only 
British fighter tofcc accorded an 
extended interview -which in- 
dicates the international view of 
Britain's chances at this event. 

Rom the 13-member team 
no one else is considered to be 
in the running for a medal -and 
certainly not for agokl or silver. 


There is some truth in this 
brutal international realism. 
For although Kate Howey only 
managed a bronze in the Eu- 
ropean Championships in May, 
she does have the ability to beat 
anyone in her category. She has 
even arm-locked the fearsome 
Korean world and Olympic 
champion, Min-Sung Cho. 

Even though Howey is only 
24, she knows she is coming to 
the end of her chances to take 
the world title that just eluded 
her in 1993. Since then, she has 
come down a weight category, 
to the middleweight she was 
when, at the age of 35, she first 
fought for her country at senior 
level. 

And there is the rub. For 
while 24 is not very old for judo, 
Howey has been fighting at the 
very top forever a decade,^ which 
means many years of pressure. 


Nevertheless she is optimistic: *T ■■ 
feel in top form back at this 
weight now," she said. . .. 

She also knows there is an- - • •• 
other reason why she must not’ 
let this opportunity slip through 1 
herfmgere. 

For yesterday, the Interna-. ^ 
tional Judo Federation agreed -* 
on some major changes for the _ 
sport which will be introduced 
by the World Championships in " 
Birmingham in 1999 . Mostsfc' ’ 
nificantly, from the fighters’ 
pomt of view, is the change in.- . 
_weight categories wiikiiwihsee.’V ^ 
an increase at most levels. V > ' 

Howey’s middleweight, for f ff 
example, goes from 66 kilos to > . 4 
70kg, a small change butone that . 
could affect Howey’s chances ifr ’_ : - 
the future as 66kg seems to be v 
her optimum weight ' " ;■[ : 

British team,- ; 

Digest, page 31 I : 
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Lastyearjonothan 

Uwer was told he was a 

diabetic and would never 
ride again. Next week 
the jockey hopes to hear 
that after a long battle 
he can return to his 
beloved saddle. 

Rjchond Edmondson reports 

* 

Z't ? 6 ^ huist - 

Stakes and Racing Post Trophv 

stffl to come nobody really 
a fig yrt about the National 
Hunt season. Within the winter 
game itself there is amnesia too 
about a jump jockey who has 
not flown over birch in anger for 
well over a year now. 

It may well be though that 
Jonothan Lower is on the verge 
of earning an enduring ledge in 
racing history. The Jockey Club 
is expected to announce next 
week that the 30-ycar-old is to 
be allowed to return to the race- 
course, uniquely on a restrict- 
ed licence that will limit the 


conquers all odds 


number of rides each day. Low- 
erwill be the first diabetic to ride 
*n Britain. “I don’t ihmif they Ve 
got reason to say I can’t ride" 
Lower said yesterday. "This is 
hisloiy. At the beginning of this 
the Jockey Club were adamant 
they would never let a diabetic 
ride and now I’m hoping to 

show they were wrong." 

Lower has been around so 
long that he was at Martin 
Pipe’s Nicholashayne yard be- 
fore the little trainer started 
limping. Like house founda- 
tions, Lower has been vi tal 
without being the most viable 
part of the operation. 

When Peter Scudamore and 
Richard Dunwoody. both stable 
jockeys past at Pond House, 
have nightmares, the here noire 
of their dreams inevitably has 
a fa m iliar figure in the saddle. 
Lower has made a habit of win- 
ning big races on discards. His 
scroll of honour includes Son- 
drio (Supreme Novices’ Hur- 
dle), Kissair (Triumph Hurdle) 
and Sayparee (Scottish Cham- 
pion Hurdle). He also boasts a 


hat-trick at the 19% Aintiee 
Festival which made him joint 
leading rider at the meeting. 

Just a few months after Liv- 
erpool, however, a limb and his 
career were in latteis following 
an accident one work morning. 
"I broke an arm on the gallops 
and then two weeks later 1 was 
permanently feeling thirsty and 
losing weight," he said. “I didn’t 
feel ill but I knew my body 
shouldn't have been Kite that and 
there was something wrong with 
me.TheytokimcIhaddiabeles. 

"It can be brought on by 
shock or stress, so one theory 
is that it could have been the 
shock of breaking my arm. It 
was a big blow when the doc- 
tor told me I was diabetic, but 
that was nowhere near as had 
as being told that 1 couldn’t ride 
because of it." 

Lower resolved to fight back. 
Since January he has been on 
medical probation, establish- 
ing his capability to return to the 
saddle under the guidance of 
Stephanie Amici, the professor 
of diabetic medicine at King’s 


College School of Medicine. 
This week her report will 
bounce on the table of the 
Jockey Club’s chief medical ad- 
viser, Dr Michael Turner. “The 
worry was that if my blood sug- 
ars dropped too low 1 could pass 
out. but I think I’ve proved over 
the last year that l am in con- 
trol. The specialist agrees," 
Lower said. “! have to inject in- 
sulin and monitor my Hood sug- 
ar levels. Normally it would be 
two injections a day, but because 
of the nature of what I’m doing 
it’s four times a day.” 

The trusty lieutenant has 
been riding out seven lots a day, 
os well as schooling, this au- 
tumn, and each moment has 
been preparing to get back to 
the racecourse. “I've missed it 
tremendously," he said. “It’s 
been my life and all I wanted 
to do since 1 wax a hoy. I’ve 
been going to races, saddling 
up, talking to owners and 
watching but it's not quite the 
same thing, especially as I've 
been doing a U the work at 
home on some of the horses." 





Jonothan Lower has kept up work in Martin Pipe's yard 


If, as expected. Lower is re- 
lumed his licence, he will kx: ini- 
tially accompanied to the track 
by Dr Turner. Later it will be 
the responsibly of the course 
doctor to double-check the 
readings on the jockey’s blood- 
sugar calculator. Whatever the 
result. Lower wfll start with just 


one ride a day, a restricted li- 
cence which will also place a 
bottom limit on his weight. 
“Each step that Jonothan has 
taken has not been done by any- 
one before." Dr Turner said yes- 
terday. "The next stage is to get 
him into the racing arena and 
see how he copes." 


Levy Board refutes claims that it has been caught napping O’Brien’s Empire is directed towards France 


<^ims that bookmakers are be- 
ing allowed to trade without 
pasting the levy were dismissed 
as inaccurate by the Levy Board 
yesterday. The National Asso- 
ciation for the Protection of 
Punters (NAPP) claimed to 
have obtained evidence that 
punters’ money was being 
pocketed while the Board did 
little to halt the practice. 


By posing as a new book- 
making firm, NAPP obtained a 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Double Action 
(York 3.00) 

NB: Zidac 

(York 4.00) 

betting permit in July last year 
and ignored levy demands of 


YORK 


2.00 Mulahen 
£30 Taberann 

3.00 Double Action 


HYPERION 

3.30 THE GLOW WORM (nap) 
4.00 Topatorl (nb) 

430 Tanden 


STALLS: 5t 6f & 71 stands’ side; pound cause trade. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE; None. 

• Left-hand. U-shaped coma. Hat and Ideal tor the pawerfU galoper. 
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• LEADING 1RAINBIS: M Stouts — SB wmnera ficni W2 rumera gms e succaea m- 
to olta7%; J Gosden W from W 7 (T7B%); J Dunlop tt from 89 (02*): R Hannan 17 
from 160 ( 106 %). 
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• FAVOURITES: 210 wins it 588 races 057%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Rebates (X30L „ 

loflftl EQUITY FINANCIAL STAKES (CLASS B) £10,000 added 
L^rri 2YO Tf Penalty Value £6AS4 

1 u HOia«pn)(Ataa*iwHfcsLiwrai90 LIWM5 

2 2262BI BLUE HIE (B) (T daria) N Uttmocfen B tl — , IfeSMrl 

3 34 MULAH0T (96) frWndai Ai D Matey B fl 

4 46 HADWIKpB) (D) (rtmvir W Msksxiri) P WfeTwyn 89 ..-JAWS 

5 R/UIGAnRA (J W Robb) U JdiisBn 8 8.. 0hotottl2 

- 0 dflUnd - 

BETTWO: SAIkMwt, 11-4 Ho Ur* 7-2 Hwfayft. 5-1 Rangrtkw *1 Bhm KIM 
1998: QW Orefon 2 9 S L Dattori 2-1 (L Carart) drain p) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

-an*i PSchaid Ktean Atarir, Hadayflcvas her owner* second Etrtog «i toe MayfgSWMS 
nJ Drowraaer (sixth to McWtfrt Una) and Ifni beta the case again ndw»* 
’nULAHEN. Tha three-month absence suggests Mriahen dd not produce he be« whan 
to »«h to AJrotanotol of SBndwn In Mu aWnt^i hs «o*t h »m had to be 
to beat lha winner. dos^jp fifth to Twpot How *\ the Roy* Ledge f^f^***^ 
can be cgwn a chance to confirm the promise c* fits debut ttwdbcrtnd KftitoU*. ate 
at Sandmwi, and it he needs a truly- ron race he 

atom TWa eoiAt abo be rwj to sut Ho Lenn.who picked o« conflmimton at omr 

teltnd that tough cott eomtog back and nearing ton dowry Bh »_KH» can n e hb 

af aotnd/aes but may need to be better than ewer to whfWa sweenon: "'Lfl-Arn=N 

lO oh l DAVYGATE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £8,000 added 
l^-* 30 ] 3YO 1m 21 85 yds Penalty Vhlue £5,952 
1 2 R£GGE BUCK (176) 5- Pipe) H OMM 8 B-.-~ “* fKSK 

1 t «^ssi5sabiSH==iS 

4 7MSIANN(HH^geWim)LOn«nB0 min* 

- 4 factored - 

sMtatsawsf" 

FORM GUIDE 

SabsdIUameyhaveanedg » ^ 

■ OnatSsein Italy 

KSss3sa?feM*sSs= 


544,00 ( 2!2!1S < S£2SmS5p«bS« 92 D8 y»a ? 

20016 &S 3 9 1 LCtoftW*1 

400012 DOUBLE ACTOR h j) WP ?.°£g? 0 l r> caroy _ DMnHcKMWT 

S B»JSBK^^fc52i==!3SJ 


s SSS9SS^»==» 

|fcto»«ae^8U7*L7Mte«9tap«e^ ... 

aim, Farm 8st 3b. Hfakhom. 5-1 DwtcJns Cntne. W Cretan Gffl , ™ 


to form andean** berth! » bar weawroa 

I2R25JSSS 

■hMS' eo«st Per#* 1 tooks bettor ttmn ever 

h s a asa^ Sc^qs; 


RESULTS 

VOBK 

■■jaffissaS'S- 

. TrtSy*i; ^ \ 

SSSSSs; 

‘^SSSSsss 


’ASTiVi. ^ W Bg 

ran- l0 ^S^to£4ao;£aD0iE l7ac ^ a 


SSSS* M 

E^^R^4ded*WicnaBb«*«p 

^ CHIMWEV {M E^ICM: 

o AchP>*^ Me. & IB W& 


£9^00 without incurring penal- 
ty. It alleged that under the sys- 
tem rogue bookmakers could 
keep hold of their levy pay- 
ments and then gp bankrupt or 
abscond with the funds. 

However, the Levy Board 
chief executive, Rodney Brack, 
yesterday described the alle- 
gations as “mischievous, inac- 
curate, and ignorant of the 


Board's procedures'*. He said 
the Board always pursued de- 
faulters and that there arc 37 
legal actions outstanding to 
reclaim an estimated £50,000. 

“It would appear to be 
hased entirely upon the so- 
called evidence of one book- 
maker who has never traded. 
The Board can, and docs, pur- 
sue defaulting bookmakers.” 
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three Ivgihs that aapanlBd ton from Tito GtowANOnn to Lend A Hands mla nnary 

MOoncgam but Mo raa jam. who wartoourtta wsfc** home on tha ntieh dower dands* 
sUa and k ctxid evAy be doaar between Ow two tottay. Nobie Demand Is Qb Nrfwr 
than he wi what wlnntog hare to Septottoer tot that dea«ait ton ceme on orly ha 
tooth start and on his firat attempt at a mto. Ha probaWy »■»«« neceerarywpjwa- 
irart to ton. Feehfon Vlcthn Is up flto for a iwrowar wn w Ayr tot 
of stamtoa and wl not mtod any reto. SatectJon: tiftHUts i y 

|>7in] RACING CHANNEL CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS D) 
£8J)00 added 1m 2f SSyds Penalty Value £6,264 

1 oeo- cHAzra»(4B)(anc^J9n**rt p o*4 fl7 ra*wa 

2 tomro BREAK , nERIAES(7)m(BF)|AAaboctatod(lJCl)DMiMi590AlKteawe1> 

a 040400 NKHTCnv R [Mgf 4 Stokl^ K9uto866 DSm amWA> 

4 04S003 nDACp4)(TJlpWl&ac*pocOPMsl*i586 — — -SSantorel 

.5 354540 BeGDRWrW(WBFV^0lto(W3B8 Mom ffll IB 

8 IMSB FOfflSTML(lo3)P*sJoanHofl^aiJlfcsSHM38B CLototorp) ttl 

7 05400! OOCIOftBIWVJOUS(110)(BFH***SlMnJa«DnJBa»n468 KWontt 

a 03300 EDAH H90HTB (1S8 (D) (SDt»toSD*r5B6 PDoa{7)3 

» -B>05 PlC*a«S(l3)dJun6lxia)fiitotoctoS«8 «*71ea*x4 

V 00083 IOWX)«pa)(MPBoattotfMlnWtos3B4 

11 3406 JUBat£R(8R(TtoarafiJL*df4f*grix.3B3 Da MU 

U 06050 OBONTB (41) (J A Lsztof R Herrcn 382 

0 ■ OOZ3 CHAMRAgCWAWMORtlt^(BF)(lilKStoBe&A9fcret)M(toliadio 4j1..^-— 

— — - - L CanooK 7 

14 0B43O 5AUSOWME5S^(PbelCpaii(toeafMBaf4itKatta380 — JPEjmS 

BETTING: 4-1 BtoiHal^to.«aaakn»aBBM«,7-t7bpato^«-1 MgMCfy.Zkte WtoDWra- 
■aa,i0-1 Begonat, Doctor Brataua, t8-l dhan 

IBM: Hazard A &a» 684 Ata&aaves 3-1 fav(0ffcfcfc)d»n{S} tt tot 

FORM GUIDE 

FaBa emonaas beat BrrakTlw Rulea and ouWjMcnn Nltfit CBy at but aiUtae 
tone been tand wanting to wtous contasts h tha meanBme.^ The torm of toot k/r dsanor 
looks suapoct and thara are severs) atenatfvea. tocfcrtig TORATORI^ dosa ttodi to 
1heproga«atoBCaplanoPrinca8awtiantaBppadi4}to1to»tTip.al BoatAff, toafifatf 

. hanefcap last fime out At the sama meathft Begonat waato^rfh bahtod Soto Stonn 
tfe second tt* attort In a cowpatthra mte handtoap atoca joking IXaBay Moftett aftar 
winnta a Haydocfc aetor far Brian Moatian. Ha is in w*h a chance tf to Mays ihe wba 
quartar nia, Cn» CMal hes tha nacessacy stamtoa but ttia long tay<4f does not halp 
That may be (ha awa w«h ZJriac 93 a certain wetott, tot hi* third of « behind to Dto- 

tinct to a <WS race at Nottttgham shows ha to stt capataie of wtori^EttoHaitfra 

hasachanraonWawtotoan IGfunnarLolcestarhandcap. SatectJore TDRATCW 

I A Oft! BADGER HILL APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£ 8,000 added Iro 4» Penalty Value £6^18 

1 ffiOtfl MONTECRBTO(»)(D)lpMaJ8sqRGjea4eO 

2 22083 tAflnarpuWfftotoWvWKfiutosar fl»«retei«}7 

3 23M23 CmS$!C BALLET (W) (D) (BF) {E Csrlw) RQMt495 PRcfcsmH 

4 casta gou>oe8BC(U)(q9])^m9Htix5oitoGtoduainto794J>MmBbAi2 

5 SH*- aBAAADOR^P)(BF)p*SJohnU08)JB«to»894 -—Mm* 

0 06850 WarniB6TaOTn<M^CjBf*iidM1bn^S PCtoto(7)MV 

7 504/0- 0inSCTfrTT7O|M«fcKtoB)MHsn»nerd790 Paraay (3) M 

8 3fftE0 HASWUV»»«(D)(KHxJBKn)MWEa^790 - Srtgm i B 

9 20*485 l*ARDREW(BK*iryConnoB)J*«iBwiya»0 JoH«ni(B»4 

ts 348SO jatX3WTON(iR9toirtMrff*tsto»PCal«w4«l» KtorttoyHrtBO 

n 00)00 GROOMS GOLD (04) JHPWHbjMP ftoik68U Clertr7 

12 0031 aBETHpSraUEDMNSDcwSBB PDoa(J»1 

« 123005 HSGHTHOFIWWmiDrWOllBOBnJlBAJ&aneJrtStortoOBT-^- 

h 588050 *MnivQRA»^^(l2)(itaCarolB^>MJL^re4B4 **tosyJ7) 8 

e 00483 M*aE{0nW|M*todRa*rtWMreitii883 JFwto^l* 

« OSOW TWTTjFR) (3) (M AScaRfl D Mmcto4 82 ANfct**»(7)S 

V JOBS EAHRSi>SPT8NCE(21){TtoiDBalrttofl(rtDl*thetl58l -AOMyll 

fi 00025 GRAND WJIB.W(Nwftien04Pton»a7e r~- 

» ooooo NOWIBNfl50MCtopnB4DChipMn371) — 

20 OOOOO LADYSALCMEraT) (Sapton J Cirts) M WEariBrt^37t3 Sf rtreora ( 7)W 

2f 8RW4 AL20TO(J2)[%P»l»)Jf*rtn47i3^ RBtotod(J)S 

•-21 bactoad - 

re M& Th* /BrtApMfehKAtotic 7» Sto-LadySatomo 7* 51b. I«takn7a 

KrSS rwStowtotoi »e Ctofc BAA « 'toJBMl Gdd Didra, McratoivaalMW, 

10.1 FartWda Prioea.14-1 Stand Hotel, 16-1 (Art 
1996: rt Pwiwa48 7 R Mian 0J n-6jltor(M ^wjkh^daej S?22 an 
row GUIDE 

On ffc rt vWt to Vb»K TARXra Brtshad onh sklh ba«rd Fbrgls, tot ttat raw eama 

^.-.-rimrniwKatuiriwnnaasaMonaewntteTtMteybridac ttobart Winston, M Poo- 


4,^0- 1. CELESTIAL CHOW fafcn) 
4-1 feifcl** Bpnw 
14-t 12 tan. Vh, S (J L Eyia. 

EAB0; El» EAZh BWA JW 


□f : E2a»* . 


Trio; E1S7Da Nft Oops Potto 
lOfcl.MMW WPHNHtellJ* 
todawy 742; 3. »u*»4 1 
5, 7h. tp Vtafey, NrtTMtett W* ^ 
eaGEasa DF:tan cSFjEn fla g- ^ 
ft*l, (n^) Wtthdrawn not 
OdottoctomboadP* 890 "^^ ^ 
pound 

jad^at; Noi^ won. Pod of ET7723&7B car- 
did torwvd to Ybrk today. 

PTaca fleeVOOK «** * £Z98Dft 


The favourite for next year’s 
Derby will be on view this 
weekend. The unfortunate 
news for any British racing en- 
thusiast hoping for a glimpse of 
Second Empire is that the ex- 
citing two-year-old is running at 
Longchamp and is unlikely to 
grace these shores until be is a 
three-year-old. 

The juvenile heads the eight 

LUDLOW 


HYPERION 

2.10 Miss Ondee 2.40 Have A Brandy 3.10 
Name Of Our Father 3.40 Big Pat 4.10 Com- 
manche Creek 4.40 Noble Tom 

GOING: Good to Ftm (Tim In places) 

■ FBght-twnd come. Orae courea has sharper bends than tvr- 

datoouree 

■ Racacoixa a north-west of town off A4E Ludaeraftaeysie- 
ttan (Hereford - Strewstary tv) o 2 mtes aray ADABBStON: 
Ctoo EM (accompanied mdar- Ms free); Tatterssls EB; Gotna ES 
CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey— a udmere from 86 rumen 

gfvas a ojcceca raflo of 342*; AT Plpa M from 73 £19*); T Fortoar 

. tt from 72 (B7»); P Hobbe ft from 50(O») 

1 • LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire— Sams torn 9S ridee dm 
a aubcaui raio of 204%; R Dunwoody H from 49 GBfiN);'A P Mo- 
Cof Tt tom 49 £24%); A Thornton 9 from.87fn4*t . . 

• FAVOURITES: «0wro to 404 races (3BB*) ' 

BUNKERS} FIRST TIME: None 


BLANDFORD BETTING JUVENILE 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 3YO 2m 


acceptors for Sunday’s Group 
One Grand Criterium over a 
mile and the Irish trainer Aidan 
O'Brien will be expecting his 
colt to enhance the reputation 
made when an impressive win- 
ner over the same course last 
month in the Group Three 
Prix des Chenes. 

O’Brien has also left in his 
York winner Saratoga Springs. 


1 61 TOPSH&F (7) PBwar H 0 WWotM&oo 

2 KAY&SAM (F30) J LHanit t) tt ASStnMl 

3 sayffl SECRET (FW)MHsa»aBl)tt A Maguire 

4 CHOICE LADY (F6JJL Haute tl 7 A Dobbin 

,5 HJSSONDSpU (FT33)MPp#157 APUcCoy 

8 2 I4STYCAY (IKS) (12) MiVYOK] t!7 R Thorton (3) 

-Bdadtrad- 

BEnWK: 6-11 MtaOnrtoe. 7-2 top Sh««, 5-1 WttyCtoL 8-1 S8*erSe- 
I eret 33-1 oftare 

1 io Anl INVERSHIN NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
\ £mW \ (CLASS E) £4,100 sided 2m 4f 

I 1 PlFP-O WWDEWOtOfflp5)(D)MftaiModt7ttO.Gfta«BayB 

I 2 32tt2t HAVEABRAWW(11)P)lbsFOaunWB11tt 

( WSMtoy 

I 3 ZW»F 3AXDNMEAD(17)p}PHcbta7tn3 Rtoaraody 

, 4 W3R22 CANTSAYpjJMDadByStltt BFartoa 

Is 034M SNOT»ONU|y(2S}PHVybtoer6l09 JOabomi 

| 6 «FB3 TMLDRS HfGHHYBT (3) R JPnCS B fl8 ADdbtoi 

-6dcdarad- 

I 8ETTWG: 158 Saxoo Head, 11-4 Here A Brendf 3-1 CanT Say. 11-2 
Vtoa Wtondes; Socwttcvr Liy, 20-1 Tkfloo Wjjftflytt 


E XETER 

HYPERION 

2J20 Irish Dominion 2.50 Lombardic 3^0 
Primitive Streak &50 He Knovwt^ The Rules 4^0 
, Indian “temple 4 JO Steer Point 

GOING: Good. 

I ■ RidiWanct undirttg course. Stiff test of stamina FUvto oT 
250 yards. 

■ Racecourse o 5 rritos aouttvwast of Enter on A3& E»tor (St 
Davids) Is on main London (Paddngton) to Conwrefl rrtiuy Jna 
ADMISSION: TBtarsate «X Sfcrer Ring E8. CAR PARK: Froa 

• Leading TRAMSTS: M Pipe — 68 ufrnera from 258 rumors 
gvos a success rate d 25B*; Mae H KnigNi 33 from 100 (33%); 
P Hobbs 23 tram T3 {204*); R firwt 13 from 120 008%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy — 26 wtos from 117 rtdes^ves 
a success ratio of 222%; D Bridgwater 21 tom 80 (253%); M A 
RtzgaraU 13 tram 95 (QL7%); B Powal 7 iram 147 (48%V 

• FAVOURITES: ®4 wins In 4Pt raoae (3as*). 

BUNKERED TOST TIME: Nona 

jo 6n \ DEAN & DYBALL CONDITIONAL JOCK- 
f-YJ EYS SELUNG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2^400 added 2m 3f 

1 22V6- ITS IMJEL£VABLE (4B3) (C) P Ecctos 7 1) .G Hogm 

2 1-2332 KAfflCLBGH BOY (27) (D) RFroSB tl 2_T (TConnOr (7) 

3 P0UP8 ASTROLABE (10) A Hobbs 5 « 3 GSbltolnp) 

4 5P-356 C06UR BATTW (T7) fl Bator 71)1 PHerfsy 

5 63*3=2 BBSHPOf* ON (4) PBw wn7 1D0 LCmnhwB 

BEnMG:11-i0MMi DoreWon, 2-1 KaridMgb Bo%8-1 teUntoSgrta, 
«-1 Ooear Brt*. 14-1 AUnlat*. 

In SO] DEAN & DYBALL NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 


1 PaOP AMTIQUA'S TREASURE (27) A BSnra B1> tt — PHotoy 

2 6PTP5 BETWlJ5WREpRPOWT*p51))2. ADremtoo 

3 O2P03 CR0CXNAAtOH8i.^KBridgHMer6V6J)BriteMMr 

4 /PPFP- W»r»ICOISDE5«3)DV«yeDtt Tarty 

5 5X2 imeAfnictmjousiifi cuawshn 

6 WF VAPORBS (54) 0 Hyde 5 ® 12 

- 6 d sefara d- 

BE7TNftULi>rtdA»CRMrtrrtM.7-ltopa>t^14-1BMW» 
»to», 20-1 Artigurt TreasJrt, 33-1 Kitty Hoortfde. 

pTon] DEAN & DYBALL CHALLSWE TROPHY 
ZZIJ NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5^r00 
added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 IF-lH IIimAQRaiBirtT7)PMtlsJ»*1J1l7-.TJIfcBp6y 


Photograph: Les Wilson 


The impression seems to be 
that this recovering jockey will 
r pnnng e most admirably. They 
say that National Hunt jockeys 

are tou^i men, made out of the 

same sort of material they em- 
ploy for the hulls of icebreak- 
ers.* Jo no than Lower does not 
let down the reputation. 


The Prix Moray winner. Charge 
D 'Affaires, is one of four 
French acceptors. 

Borgia, a strong-finishing 
third to Peintre Celebre in last 
Sunday's Prix de 1'Arc de Tri- 
omphe. has been entered by his 
German connections in De- 
cember’s Hong Kong Interna- 
tional Vbse in Sba Tin, won Iasi 
year by Clive Brittain’s Luso. 


PTift l RADIO SHROPSHIRE STAYERS HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 
3m 2f 110yds 

1 T3ITO- GTaAflT(211)P)UPp>8C0 APMcCoyB 

2 -1533P SNTTH TOO (18)(C) Urs J Rnen B tl 8— R Ganwri p) B 

3 801S2 NAME OF OUR HUTCH (9) PQP Gwen 4 11^4 ; ■ 

4 -10252 T>IRTY^Oyr(iz)^ CtaprranS O 0_W Vltoftfm^on 

5 4P-R56 DRAG0NU1ST (20) JR Best 7 f)0 DJBtodw8B 

-Stfrtred- 

Mmi we0t 10 a Tnefmfc«ptw^B:7Tivflrtfl«2ft ftgonnwt 
SstSb. 

BETTTNa Ml Gy»«t. 2-1 IMraa 01 Our 1M ao«i too, 1M 

THrty Baton, 33-1 DragonmW. j 

0 ~.n| RADNOR SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
{CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m 5f 11 0yds 

1 04500- WWTCWUJ0Wp91)TtW8lin RJohnaonB 

2 4-tMQ- S3liWD9EYIIOllBp4)(l9IDM 1, -Wo#1l9„.T*nfc» 

3 GS‘l4 BR3RAT(89PEcciBS8ll8 AMapri W 

4 flon KJUJMQT8«d7)D3«hBlSfl2 JJJflwtiwB 

5 443F-F BCTCU. HAND (23) RAnnsanTnil MiRAnaaon 

e 34320 BaafrsAmvcpOJRBeEtssaLjtoaEjjmBp) 

7 36-145 DAUPHWBLBJpTJJHartyH t)7 JfcaVFWjariaP) 

-7 dadared - 

EETTMx 3-1 Mg Pat.7-2 Ettoanl Seymore, 4-1 DaupNnBtou, 5-1 BrlflM 
Sapphire. 7-i ffflhg Ttora; M HMsMBoat 12-1 Rqaf Hand. 

IV ini BOOENHAM ENGLISH WINES NOVICE 
Ifbiri CHASE (CLASS E) £4,100 added 3m 

1 1GS1 CO»IANCHECHffl{(7)MRpe7i15 APMcCoyB 

S 02604 GOlieiDRUMWJOShBB7nOJIttoalB»re«BD» 

3 31-Z3U GCWSVSLAVE (7) P Boaen 5 1) B WMaoton 

4 -44J43 WNGCROfTn^ CPptna niVt UrOMcPhaKT) 

BETTING: M5 Ommetm Creak, 5-1 Graw^tot. L««crolt, 13-2 
GoktonDnan. 

I A en I BRIDGNORTH NOVICE HURDLE 
l 4,w l (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 

1 243321 D0!W H£ HARD fH NCtoajwan 41)8 -VI Ttoritfceto# 

2 00600- DAUMTC2T5)FJontoi5t)tt APUcCoy 

3 aUSTBE(FS8^LVDafc5t)tt SMak«a(7) 

4 6 JUW«Bait1^USoa«slv5*tt DP*** 

5 2004-2 NOBLE TOM (B) PEccfas 510 C AM«i*a 

6 0W0 5B®UHaLL{27) J MBraday 61012 .RJohwon 

7 0602-2 VMTE PLAINS (IQKBttB 4 011 .[tortoBJ 

8 OP PUfiJCTTTTA>BA(92)FJ0(dan4O8 JLFreirt 

-B declared- . _ 

BETTMG: BmOM liaOwnlto' tort, Nobla^ tom. M artrBon, 
25-1 Attire, 33-1 otoare 


2 05P4 CALL9E^a(1® MsLRcflre*6H6 — Mf9d«dsB 

3 PM4 BOWOBI SURPRISE (10) p)R Brier 7 V0_VMtory 

4 LB- PRB«nW STREAK |2B7) RHsdg* 6 DOTDiaeoirtg 

5 PCHJP6 BOA1BMQ SHADOW (ISJDHjdaDIHUfcjnrtd (5) 

8 5-P664 WPf*A»KHH?pgPChBnwigs5X)tt ATbonrtB 


BETTING: 54 Hutto) ABraamcrt, 3-1 PitaMvaSUrtTiaairtoSup 
prtaa, 9-2 fOppanouv M CaB lie Afti. 33-1 Roering Shadow 

TS cKl DEAN & DYBALL HANDICAP HURDLE 
J,ou J (CLASS D)£4JM0 added 2m If 110yds 

1 06/BF- NOWWBK(Fl4)(D)MMtog*<lek8fltt.MA^aBn« 

2 WTO HEIO*CmsnffiRUmS(F12)(BaRBurt5«5--- 

_ - , B POMBfl 

3 83223- HMroS»08WIP)BRM*Tifln5to3--~— DSrit»« 

4 4082- TWIBMDm(40«WGEd«rt®»0^SDiMritP)B 

5 «655 BISHOPS CASTLE (TT) (CO) H Real 9 tJO-TOtasow (7) 

6 P6F56- GLB< MIRAGE (19(9 P) W Ceonto V CO -- .—- - 

_ . . wski Coofnoi 

7 483234 TbuWSWrapi)P)HMama(s7«0-ADraltoB(7) 

-Tdactand- 

UnkaunwrigfK' JOB Itoe tenriwp 

era Stt f». Gto IttssB ftf 7 7*. »w* SRer»Jflto 

SITING 94 Ha Knrt TTto Rirt M Handrem, WTbeWndaii 7-1 

Nredamk, BW 109 B Casds, 10-1 toucftSflaar, «M &*!&*&- 

\m on l DEAN & DYBALL NOVICE HANDICAP 

CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m If 

110yds 

1 PP-33P NATURE PWH5CTB 7 (H? R ^8710—.- -^^ !? 

2 434-jl ■CUUlTClglE(7)HBbfq>8119(7Bq. : - IiSiwfr g 

3 TAfCEARJ«<3S1)(DJBHDd0(e7il4.TnBBrart» 

4 F02QIP FORJUSIWpMRAhBrtJltO A ?2lSi 

5 54 BfW HSMEROmSBusdeStoTl— «Wrt 

| «»P BAMKKlYP5)P»iiens8l02 Clhrt 

-Sdadared- 

BETnNG:MI»Krttorepto,B-1 Nriu«Prtetod.7-ni*BAFIy«;10- 
1 For Juafhi, 14-1 Hereartl,2tM SarjinBon | 

la cK l DEAN & DYBALL NOVICE HANDICAP , 
4-50 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) E3,000 added 2m 
if 110yds 

1 LW0 DELOS (17) 1*3 U Jer*9 7 Tl O ... p fflna 

I *£? 

3 00345- roiCBrS QUEST (1*1 TP crt 4 11 5--—--° Wn«« 

4 0M50 WCJOOSTOTCWAhOSER (T«) P &*«l 5 J t °— - 

5 PORT oiw HBPW pja'HTOaw 9VV~£ Uaedp. 

-5 

BETTING: frttStaar Print W«».»writock 

WMara^ Ciyrial HrigMa. 


RUGBY LEAGUE . 

Britain given 
boost by 
clubs’ failure 

There could be a s3ver Inungfix ■ 
the national side in the abject . 
failure of British dubs in the ' 
Wjrid Club Challenge. Hie ab- 
sence of British teams from the 
semi-finals this weekend means 
that Andy Goodway has an un- . 
broken run of three weeks dur- 
ing which (o prepare his squad 
to face Australia in November. 

“Purely from the point of ■ 
view of the national Side, it 
could well be a good thing," the 
British team manager. Joe Ly- 
don, said. “If Wigan, for in- 
stance. had reached the final, 
wc would not have been able to 
get the foil squad together un- 
til a week before the first Test” 
As it is, the party which will 
be whittled down to 22 next 
Thesday will - with one possi- 
ble exception - be available to 
concentrate entirely on prepar- 
ing for the opening Test at 
Wembley on 1 November. 

The exception is Denis 
Betts, who plays for Auckland 
in the WCC semi-final at Bris- 
bane tomorrow. If Auckland 
reach the final, Betts will join 

the Great Britain squad a week 

into its build-up. 

Lydon hopes to hear by 
weekend whether the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League wfll re- 
lease Gary Connolly and Jason 
; Robinson for the series. 

The turbulence is continu- 
ing at promoted Hull, with 
their football manager and for- 
i mer chief executive, Peter 
Kinks, leavingat the end of the 
; month after being offered an 
. incentive contract for next sea- 
: son. “I feel 1 have done what I 
: can with the resources avail- 
i able,” Kinks said. Hull have 
: also lost a coach, a chairman 
1 and several directors since 
: clinching promotion to Super 
; League. 

Blackpool Gladiators, de- 
1 moted in 1993 and now playing 
‘ in the Alliance, are to apply to 
I take Oldham’s place in the 
j League if they fold under their 
1 current problems. Blackpool 
; beKfcve that they have been 
. promised reinstatement if a va- 
: cancy occurs. In a separate 
; move, Widnes have applied to 
: take Oldham's place in the First 
; Division if they fail to survive. 

Oldham's neighbours, 
i Rochdale Hornets, have of- 

■ fered to put them up at Spot- 
land if they have no ground on 
which to play next season. 

; MOTOR RACING 

j France out of 
; F I calendar 

; The French Grand Prix has 

■ been omitted from next year’s 

■ Formula One world champi- 
-. onship calendar, which was an- 
. nounced in Paris yesterday by 
‘ the FIA, the international gov- 
I eming body of motor sport. 

Jacques Regis, the presi- 
i dent of the French automobile 

: federation, confirmed that the 

• FIA bad decided not to include 

• France in the calendar follow- 

■ ing a dispute over television 
rights. 

The private French channel 
j TF1 have paid the FIA for the 
I rights, but are currently the sub- 
; ject of court action by the 

■ French state channel, FR3, 
which claims it has tbe right to 

: broadcast any motor race on 
French territory. 

The FIA had warned that 
: the action meant France would 
■■ not appear on the 1998 calen- 
; dar, but French officials had 
; hoped a gap would be left in the 
i calendar allowing the race to be 

; added once the dispute bad 

j been resolved. 

: 1996 FORMULA OWE GRAND WIX P TO- 

• GRAMUE: 8 March: Ausvrtn Grand Prtx 
; lAtoert Parfc): 29 Ma rc h: BraJan (toterta- 
; qos); 12 Aore: AigenWan (Buanos Ans); 

; 2BAp*3mMartftrt«la);i0»)r^an- 
; feh perc^ora); M lla^M®03» (tj} 00 ® 

: Cano): 7 June: Canarian (Mortal): 12 
- July: BrltjBti (Slwretotw); 28 July: Auan- 

•• anppWbera):2AwrtGerrraift*d;- 

■ flrtBWi); IBAupat Htf^anan 


NOTTINGHAM 

2 . 10 : 1. BLUE DESaTT (R MJert) 8-1; 
2. Hovel Ground 7-4 far, 3. UBle Crack- 
er 50-1 18 ran. 8, 2 . (M 8et NBnmaffcat) 
IMe: E3S0: E 23 U 2130, EB3a Dm! Fore- 
cast CMJG Computre S(ra(B« ftracast 
CfiJl Nfi: CaffiJy Twte. Trio; Cflatl 
2 ^ 0 C 1.KATE KOUAIIE [A Mackay) 8-1; 
2. KhoAUmb t2-i; X L)ptoR«oes2D-l. 

l5ran.5-1t»NaedMMairtipBi).T/s2'fc 

wisai, PrestonfWrESfiO: Eaat 
S7J» DF: C377U CSF: EBTStt Trte- 

ast cyjBan fit): eaiaa arc raum ndga 

Homasud, May Queen Megan 

3.10:1. CRWRO [S Droane) M tor. 
X Duetto tM; 3. Wtoeton 8-1: *■ topi- 

alwAJrl5-ll6ran.M<.1V«.(GB*)h5Fy- 
Sak() a fete£S2);£2Kl£Ma£iaCl DF: 


D44a CSF: £5115 Dfceet £S404£ Trio; 
£34.7tt ttto LB COrtalne, WU Nettle. 

3.40: 1. SHALFORO’S HONOUR (0 
f%Kl) T&9 tor. X torritofy 5-1; 3. Odette 
r-2. Id ran. 1 1'A (W Jarvis, ftowmartet) 
ToW (200; £1.70, £250. CISC. DF: ESSO. 
CSft £ia.«- ™»: Ml Larartn 

4 . 1 ft 1, BASMAN (J Stack) 2-0 tow 2. 
Lysreutoos 5-1; 3- OutoMrS 20-H0 r«A. 
S 8 (B Smart Lanboun) Ws EU0: £ttl 
ftsa m DF: ELTO CSF: etTZ Tho: £S9U 
4.40: 1. SECRET BALLOT (W J OCW- 
nort 6 - 1 ; a Tlppeiwy Surreet 13-2: 3. Doe 
Ryan’s 14*1; 4. Hytog FUp 33-t 17 rreu 

martel). Toto: £530: £15Q £24ft WH 
C274a DF: £42.711 CSF'- W 3 & Tnceat 

5.1ft 1. CONTRAWE (P McCab« »-i; 


2. Come Netting 14-1; 3. Patoaraon 7-2 
lair; 4. Gotoen Uetody 16-t 1 6 ran. 2 , V/,. 
(M RjbG Newnariap. TW»: £1260; E2.1Q 
ElAG £2TO Kttft DF: £5WG CSR EWCft 
Trfca* £S66Sa Trio: t»2AG NRcArttoG 
DaNrtaWle. 

Ptecepot £B8Sa Qupripofi £8Da 
Piece 8: mJQ Place 5: £93.75. 

TOWCESTER 

Z 2 ft 1 .S«CARffi(AP*fcCc 9 j 2-11 tor. 
2 . ThemeeCnnwi B-i ; X Just For A Bee- 
son V-tsran. 2*k 'b- (M Rpe> ThteCWl 
DF: £240. CSF: raM 

2jfc 1. RQSSELL IQIAIffl (R Reran*) 
0 . 1 : 2 . Mtoltaraague 5-1; & Derrtag Ron 
20-1 15 ran. 7-4 ter Pm» Ktoflky 2 'h. a 
(Mrs J Ptonan) Dsw £1800; &20. £170, 
£1100 DF: £3330 CSP ESBS2 Trio; £27380 


320: 1. RANGTTIKEI (R Dimnody) 1-2 
ter. 2. Gtema 7-1 : X What It The Pton «-t 
4rret-2,ri8ttCManr).Tba:£V4QDF.E240 
CSF: £433 Nt ChieppUCcL 

XSO; 1. KARSTS TYPHOON (A P Mt- 
Coy) 7-2; 2. SpbB Lem 11-4; 3. Wlckens 
One 2>) teiSm-rAafTAtoGoiaT^ tote 

0420; £im aao df: craa csf: £1206. 

«ft i. sold oatr (S una) z-i tor. 
2. Count BerpehDb7-1; 3. Keep H2pped 
S4 5ran. It nk (A Jone^. tone: £320; £160 
£250 DF: £&UX CSF: £044. 

4^0: 1. SCRIPT (A Maguire) «-l; Z. 
Squire’s Ottaeton 12-1; 3- A S Jim 3-1 tet 
s ran. 37>, Vk p Jerftroltote: £1440; £180 
£330 Eatt DF: S7MOCSF: E1M3.1HO- 
ast £87750 Trio: £20090 
Placepot: £17080 OuaripQh £299Q 
Plea ft £2)187. Piece 5: C7B4B. 


13 Septnrt r. Itefian (Moma}; 27 Sep- 
tember: Lurantooura (M0rla*girrft Gtr- 
many): 11 OctoberPortuguosB (EflWra); 
1 November Japanese (SxaAa^ 


THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING services 

0891 261 + 

[LIVE COMM E MTfl B jE SlBESOlfSl 
YORK ! 971 1 981 


YORK 

L UDLOW 

EXETER 


972 982 

973 983 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


s 


Virgin Direct 

will be 






r 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
9 OCTOBER 1997 


England under Hoddle: the men who have Worn the three lions 


Opponents 

Date 

Venue 

Result 

Captain 

Moldova 

1 Sept 96 

Ctiiatnau 

W 3*0 

Shearer 

Poland 

9 Oct 96 

Wembley 

W2-1 

Shearer 

Georgia 

9 Nov 96 

TbflW 

W 2-0 

Adams 

Italy 

12 feb97 

Wtembley 

L 0-1 

Shearer 

Mexico 

29 Mar 87 

Wembley 

W 2-0 

Ince 

Georgia 

30 Apr 97 

Wembley 

W 2-0 

Shearer 

South Africa 

24 May 97 

Okf TVafford 

W 2-1 

Pearce 

Poland 

31 May 97 

Katowice 

W 2-0 

Shearer 

Italy 

3 Jun 97 

Nantee 

W 2-0 

Ince 

France 

7 Jun 97 

Montpellier 

W1-0 

Shearer 

Brazil 

10 Jun 97 

Pads 

L0-1 

Shearer 

Moldova 

10 Sept 97 

Wembley 

W 4-0 

Seaman 

Italy 

11 Oct 97 

Rome 
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Player injured 


POSITIONS: 

G goalkeeper 
RB right-back 
LB left back 
CB centre back 
RM right midfield 
LH left midfield 
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RWB right wing-back 
LWB left wing-back 
M central midfield 
IF withdrawn striker 
CF forward striker 
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SCORERS 


Statistics compiled by Glenn Moore 


I Moldova Barm by, Gascoigne, Shearer 
: Poland Shearer 2 
s Georgia Ferdinand, Sheringham 
: Mexico Sheringham (pen), Fowler 
: Georgia Shearer, Sheringham 
S Africa Lee, Wright 
; Poland Shearer, Sheringham r 


irffe 


mm 


• 13 other pteyera —iff 
: have been cased 

Italy Wright, Scholes ■ up by Hoddle but 

France Shearer ! have not pteyed: 

Moldova Wright 2, Scholes, Gascoigne ; Stone, Draper, 

! Howey, Andertoa • v? 

New caps awarded by Hoddle: I - 

Moldova: Hkichdffle, Beckham : 

Madox James, Butt ; daik, Heskey and # 

S Africa: Scholes ■ Rio Ferdnand 


Long-term goals force moulding of a new England 


Faces come and go, but 
the nucleus of Glenn 
Hoddle’s squad remains 
constant. Qenn Moore 
considers how the 
England side of today 
has developed, aided by 
the modernising policies 
of Terry Venables, 
Hoddle’s predecessor as 
national coach. 


Many haw been called but 
only a few have been regular- 
ly chosen. There have been a 
duster of new faces and a 
sprinkling of older ones, but in 
general, Glenn Hoddle’s Eng- 


land teams have continued the 
modernising progress begun 
by Terry Venables. 

Hoddle’s team to play Italy 
on Saturday will be his 13th. 
Venables, playing friendlies ex- 
clusively, had capped 39 play- 
ers by that stage. Hoddle, 
playing mainly World Cup qual- 
ifiers, will have capped 35 and 
called a staggering 48 into his 
squads. That he has won six of 
the seven matches that mat- 
tered prior to Saturday is quite 
an achievement 

In this he has been helped 
by Venables' policy of intro- 
ducing promising young play- 
ers, a trend continued by his 
successor. Of Huddle’s 35 picks 
only five (Manchester United 
youngsters David Beckham, 


Nicky Butt and Paul Scholes, 
Liverpool’s David James and 
late developer Andy Hinch- 
cliffe) are new caps. 

Venables, at the same stage, 
had chosen 19 new faces which 
was an indication of how radi- 
cal a change his football phi- 
losophy was from Graham 
Taylor. 

Hoddle has chosen three 
players Thylor capped and Ven- 
ables ignored, "Nigel Martyn, 
Martin Keowri and Stuart Rip- 
ley, but has generally relied 
upon the same core - David 
Seaman. Gary Neville, Gareth 
Southgate (who has appeared 
in 11 of Hoddle’s matches, 
more than any other), Paul 
Ince, Paul Gascoigne, Alan 
Shearer and Teddy Sheringham. 


Darren Anderton and Tony 
Adams would have featured 
more if fit Of Mumbles’ other 
key players, David Platt was 
quickly forgotten, Steve McMa- 
naman left on the periphery, 
Graeme Le Saux recalled when 
back to fitness and Stuart 
Pearce persuaded out of re- 
tirement. 

Yet, despite the familiar 
faces, this is recognisably Hod- 
dle’s team. He will be grateful 
to Enables for blooding Sol 
Campbell, but he had only 
played 29 minutes, while Ian 
Wight, David Batty and Rob 
Lee had been discarded, Hinch- 
cliffe never considered and 
Beckham and Scholes were not 
then ready. In addition. Matt Le 
Tissier, rejected by Venables. 


Tardelli has the expertise in stress rapture 


One person in particular 
will understand the 
pressures on the Italian 
and English players when 
they face each other in 
the Stadio Olimpico. 

Marco Tardelli won a 
World Cup winners 
medal with Italy, and will 
be actively involved 
again in Saturday’s game 
as the No 2 to the 
Italian coach Cesare 
Maid ini. He talked to 
Jane Nottqge. 


For football fans around the 
world Marco Tardelli ’s pas- 
sionate celebration of the spec- 
tacular second goal of the final 
against West Germany was one 
of the definitive images of the 
1982 World Cup finals. 

Yet little more than a fort- 
night earlier the Italians bad 
been widely castigated by their 


own press and supporters. 
Tardelli, we can assume, knows 
all about pressure. 

“In 1982 everyone said we 
were finished.” he said. “Ws had 
enormous pressure on us, but 
that made us close ranks and 
unite. We were more together 
as a team than ever before. This 
kind of menial strength comes 
from within and it is this 
strength that we need to win on 
Saturday. I think in the end the 
team that wins will be the one 
with the right menial attitude as 
well as talent.” 

As far as talent is con- 
cerned, Tardelli is impressed by 
many of England’s young play- 
ers. “One of the best England 
players is Paul Scholes. He was 
on excellent form during the 
Tournoi in France last summer, 
and since then be has come into 
his own. He’s dangerous be- 
cause you don't see him but he 
inflicts the most damage. You 
think everything is under con- 
trol when suddenly there he is 
threatening to score, and you 


think: ‘Where the hell did he 
come from?* 

“David Beckham is anoth- 
er class player, although he has 
yet to score for England, But 
the man I fear most is Glenn 
Hoddle. He was a classy, ele- 
gant player with great vision and 
passing ability, and he has in- 
corporated that in the team. 
He’s changed the old 4-4-2 to 
bring five players in defence, 
and Lhal combines the old style 
with the new. ! also think both 
(Tony] Adams and (David] Sea- 
man will be the cornerstones of 
England’s defence.” 

In recent weeks Tardelli has 
made several visits to Britain, 
taking in the games between 
Wimbledon and Crystal Palace. 
Chelsea and Arsenal, Man- 
chester United and Chelsea, 
and Manchester United and Ju- 
veotus. All provided opportu- 
nities for Tardelli to help 
Maid ini- The two formed their 
partnership when they looked 
after the Italian imder-21 side, 
and continued with it when 


Maldini was made coach of the 
national team last December. 

Sim the playing memories 
linger. “You know, when 1 walk 
into the Olympic Stadium on 
Saturday I will ask myself the 
same question that I always ask: 
‘Could I still play?'" He pauses 
before smiling: “And the answer 
is always no. At first it was dif- 
ficult to make the transition 
from player io management, 
but now I feel my new rote is as 
stimulating as playing." 

Things have changed since 
Thrdelli's day, not least on the 
financial from. Does he think 
the huge pay packets have pro- 
duced less hungry players? 
“Definitely. When you earn 
£100,000 a year you are still 
hungiy for more, but when 
you are on a contract worth sev- 
eral million pounds I think it 
takes away the edge." 

Not that this will be a prob- 
lem on Saturday. “When you 
have a place in the World Cup 
finals at stake you don't need 
pushing." 


would have been consistently in- 
volved under Hoddle had it not 
been for injury. 

The team's playing style has 
also evolved. Hoddle, having 
begun with a rigid 3-5-2 based 
on the German model has, 
like Venables, introduced 
greater flexibility while con- 
centrating on having numbers 
in midfield. 

But while Variables, build- 
ing towards a European Cham- 
pionship on home soO, sought 
to create a side with the em- 
phasis on possession and at- 
tacking width, Hoddle has had 
different aims. With a World 
Cup in France as the long-term 
goal, he has moulded a side 
which is at its best when 
counter-attacking. 


Goram out 
for Scotland 

Goalkeeper Andy Goram 
has been ruled out of Scot- 
land's World Cup qualifier 
against Latvia on Saturday 
with a knee injury. St John- 
stone's Alan Main has been 
called up as understudy to 
Jim Leighton. Billy McKio- 
lay (ankle), and Ally Mc- 
Coist (hamstring) are also 
doubtful. 

Keith Gillespie is one of 
three players to withdraw 
from Northern Ireland’s 
squad for their qualifier in 
Portugal- The Newcastle 
winger has a goin injury. 
Wigan’s Pat McGibbon 
(knee) and Chester's lain 
Jenkins (ankle) have also 
dropped ouL 

The Motherwell striker 
Tammy Coyne and Tran- 
mere midfielder Liam 
O’Brien have been recalled 
to the Republic of Ireland 
squad to play Romania. 


As a player, Hoddle was not 
only a purist's delight but also 
an outstanding exponent of 
the early long ball - not the 
•‘hoof" but the ball played to a 
runner. Beckham, Sheringham 
and Scholes are all fine long 
passers and Wright’s rejuvena- 
tion has provided an outlet 
first offered through Shearer's 
mobility. As England proved in 
Georgia, Poland,, and at, Le 
Tournoi! international defences 
can be vulnerable to the long 
pass if it is played accurat e ly be- 
hind a defence which has been 
drawn forward. 

With the onus on Italy to at- 
tack, this could be an ideal tac- 
tic on Saturday and the Italians 
know and fear it They will not 
want to be drawn forward, but 


the longer the game goes with- 
out a home goal, the more they 
will have to. Thus it is of para- 
mount importance that Eng- 
land do not go behind early bn. 
If they do, and are forced to 
make the running, they will be 
vulnerable, as was shown at 
Wembley against Italy and, es- 
pecially, Poland. 

. Defeat,, and Hoddle must 
think of the play-offs, while a 
draw would allow hinji to.con- 
tiiiiie ttevelbping W side with 
a series of friendlies. The big 
question is whether he would 
think there is enough time to 
adopt the sweeper system he 
favours. 

Jamie Redknapp, who 
would have been tried out in Le 
Tbumoi had he not been in- 


jured, is back playing for Liy- 
- erpool’s reserves this week, 
bnt time is relatively short. „ 
Fust England have to 
there and Redknapp is one of 
eight players,, including Aifc. 
derton, unavailable through 
injury - in a week when Hod- 
dk feels he has been ludty tpth 
injuries. It is a further indio^ 
tion of the difficulty; of bqiid- 
u^ao.internatiqnal teanu_ 
S^isthe identity oftJod^e^i 
fust goalsborer, Nlct Barmfcry! 
in Moldova. He playedweJQ 
then but his poor dub fonn^'out 
of range of Hoddle’s influ- 
ence, means he has not played 
since. If that siumy afternoon 
in Chisinau seems a long tune 
ago to Hoddle, it is another era 
to Baimby. nj 


Sacked Molby’s parting shot 


Jan Molby yesterday found hint- 
self out of work for the first time 
since he arrived m England 13 
years ago after being sacked as 
the manager of Swansea City. 

The 34-year-old Molby, 
whose deft touches in the Liv- 
erpool and Danish midfield de- 
fied an ample frame, was shown 
the door, ostensibly for Swansea 
being fifth from bottom in the 
Third Division. 

That was not haw he saw it, 
however. “I get the feeling they 
want a man they can manipulate, 
who will do as he is told," said 
Molby, who guided Swansea to 
the play-off final last season 15 
months after being given his first 
managerial post by the former 
Swansea chairman, Doug Sharpe. 

“I was not even asked to re- 
sign. 1 was sacked straight 
away," Molby said after being 
dismissed, together with his 
assistant Billy Ayre, by the new 
owner, Neil McClure. "It is true 
that the results bad been poor. 
But I think there was more to 
it than thaL” 


“I do not think they want- 
ed me here from the start I was 
not their choice and they made 
it as difficult as possible for me 
by refusing to let me bring in 
new players. I think the results 
have given them the perfect op- 
portunity to get rid of me.” 

Although Alan Curtis . the 
youth team manager and former 
Swansea striker, has the task of 
lifting morale before Satur- 
day’s trip to third-placed Exeter, 
the former Fulham manager 
Micky Adams is the favourite to 
slip into Molby’s seaL 

First Division Portsmouth 
and Third Division leaders Pe- 
terborough have both been 
fined £12^00 - with £10,000 sus- 
pended until June 1998 -by the 
Football Association following 
a Coca-Cola Cup rumpus. The 
dubs pleaded guilty to failing to 
control their players, after a 
brawl during the first-round tie 
at Fratton Park on 26AugusL 
The FA also took a dislike 
to Paolo Di Canto, Sheffield 
Wednesday's £4.5 m record 


signing, baring his bottom af- 
ter scoring against Wimbledon 
and the Italian striker is to, ap- 
pear before a disciplinary pan- 
el charged with misconduct,^ . 

Jeff Kama has agreed a new 
three-year contract whidr.will 
keep him at Blackburn Resets 
until after the nuUennhmLThe 
27-year-old defender vas 
signed from Southampton mL. 
£l^m two seasons ago. 

Barry Horae looks set to be- 
come Pfeter Jackson and Tefoy 
Yorath’s first signing at Hud- 
dersfield. Birmingham, who 
have bought the midfielder 
Chris Marsden from Stockport 
for £500,000, are prepared to let 
the 35-year-old Horae go oh a 
free transfer. 

Wembley will close in the 
summer of 1999 for a fecefift 
that will leave only the twin tbw- 
ere standing. The project got file 
final go-ahead yesterday with 
the release of £20m in funding 
from the Sports Co uncil. The 
stadium wflj reopen in 2002. 

- Nick DuxUm t 


Italy won at Wembley through a resolute act of will and technical superiority 


Tension can stum a footballer, but 
evidence argues powerfully that 
experienced internationals are ful- 
ly grown. To make the level at all, 
they first survive other tests of 
their skill and endurance. As they 
rise, pressure rises with them. 

Pressure plays on them, but, in 
the imprecision of human behav- 
iour, one can never anticipate how. 
Bobby Moore performed at his best 
when most was at issue. “The best 
defender I’ve ever played against,” 
Pele said of him. Moore’s attention 
often diffused over a long dub sea- 
son. Important games refocused it 

Manchester United’s defeat of 
Juventus last week in the Champi- 
ons’ League resulted, in the main, 
from the sustained intensity of 


their teamwork. Much less was re- 
quired to easily overcome Crystal 
Palace in a Premier League game 
at Old Thffford three days later. 
“You couldn’t help feeling that 
some of the United players were 
bored," a Palace supporter said. 

Put the fact of interrupted 
rhythm to coaches and they nod, cu- 
riously restrained. “1 couldn’t be- 
lieve it,” one recently said when 
referring to the sudden, mystifying 
collapse of a star player’s form. “Our 
best man one week, our worst the 
the next It can happen.’’ 

As Glenn Hoddle has grown to 
know, international football is a 

world apart, with its own set of im- 
ponderables. No matter how dose 
the England coach’s scrutiny, he 


cannot be sure that the men cho- 
sen to start against Italy on Satur- 
day will be at then- best mentally. 
A player can look great in re- 
hearsals, but on the night he gives 
a poor performance. 

The most successful of Hoddle’s 
predecessors, Alf Ramsey, used to 
explain his position this way: “It’s 
mostly about selection, not asking 
players to perform tasks that make 
them uncomfortable." Ramsey's 
great rival, Helmut Schon of West 
Germany, said: “You don’t cling to 
outstanding players, they ding to 
you because of their intelligence and 
willingness to work for the team." 

Hoddle was understandably en- 
couraged by England's successful ef- 
fort in the Tournoi de France, but 



KEN JONES 


a view held here is tbal loo much 
was read into a victory over Italy 
that figures prominently in assess- 
ments of this week’s proceedings. 

A traditional feature of Eng- 
land's national team is to play flat 
out whatever the circumstances. 


their commitment as complete in 
friendly matches as World Cup 
ties. An impression gained from 
watching last summer’s encounter 
on television was that England 
took it more seriously than their op- 
ponents. 

In their dogged refusal to accept 
this, some pundits are as perilous- 
ly placed as horse players blind to 
evidence of deliberate idleness in 
running. 

Does the recenl history of Eng- 
lish football tell us anything more 
important than that Italy, through 
a resolute act of will and technical 
superiority, held their ground to win 
at Wembley? I don’t think so. 

Even with such notables as 
Franz Beckenbauer and Gunther 


Netzer in the team. West Ger- 
many gave themselves little chance 
of holding England at Wembley 
when attempting to qualify for the 
1972 European Championship fi- 
nals. “Even though we’d defeated 
them in the 1970 World Cup every- 
thing seemed against us,” Becken- 
bauer said. “Vfe were nervous in the 
dressing-room because England 
had many fine players and ap- 
peared very confident, but the 
breaks went our way and we air- 
prised a lot of people including 
many of our supporters by w innin g 
3-1." 

No great significance should be 
attached to the feet that it is 36 years 
since England last succeeded on 
Italian soil, although Hoddle wQl 


welcome a repeat of the good foe- . 
tune evident in reports of the 3-2 
victory on 24 May 1961. 

Doubtless people find it : «£i 

mnrsinnn niliAn . ' V, '4S 


— - iuxHU senxnng 

a team out to play positively but a 
pretty safe bet is that England, with’ 
the advantage of two options, wfll 
sensibly seek to establish a balance.; 

And while it is impor ta nt today 
for a footbali coach to be weff 
schooled in strategy and tactic^ 
nothing matters more than: indb- 
vidual ability. There has, beep 
enough evidence lately to suggdfl; 
that English football has made 
technical advances. Enough.. to 
achieve victory in Rome? I doubt 
it. •• 


m 






OP 








31/SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
9 OCTOBER 1**7 


* 






r ugbyu niqm 


Big-spending Quins 

for salary cap 


TW of English rugby’s 
most extravagant 
spenders yesterday 
pawned a bleak picture 
pf the game’s financial 
future. 

^.As Harlequins and 
Sracens count the cost 
ofprofessionalisin, Chris 
Hewett examines the fall- 
out from two years of 

madhouse economics. 

Earlier this week. Harlequins 
ended months of patient ae- 


gu^iuon oy cDosinning Zinzan 
Erewioe, the great AD Black No 
8, as their big-name signing for 
nett scasotL They intend to pay 
tor a reported £350,000 over 

the neat two years, so it was just 

a little rush to hear Guy 
Wffiams, the Londoners’ fi- 


nanaal director, call yester- 
for the introduction of a 
salary cap. 

Even more astonishingly, 
Williams singled out his own 
ckib’s spiralling expenditure on 
fcragn talent assjmjptomaticof 
Jhe wider finawfo} difficul t ies 
hovering over England’s lead- 
h>g professional dubs. “Players 
I 310 ™ their power in demand- 
rag higher salaries and it is out 
of control," he said. “It is detri- 
mental to PngUtjfo rugby 

there has to be a reappraisal In 
order to put in place a salary 
s3 ycture to cover all four h ftnv 
“owns. Otherwise we will reach 
a situation where dubs in the 
First and Second Divisions will 
suffer greatly.” 

Wiliams’ fears were echoed 
by Nigel Wray of Saracens, al- 
though the owner of the VAi- 
ford-based club approached 
the issue from a different an- 


New Zealand 

feeling the strain 


Mental fatigue from a long 
and intense season is ranging 
concern for the New Zealand 
squad before their tour of 
Britain, according to the team 
doctor, John Mayhew. 

/The 36-man contingent, 
who wfll play two Tfests in Eng- 
land and one each against Ire- 
land and Wales in November 
and December, will be named 
on Monday. 

... But the tour comes at the 
end of an arduous season for 
them and Mayhew said: “There 
ifccOncem because some play- 
ing are worse off than others. 

^t is getting to the stage 
where weVe had players who 
have been relieved to be injured 
just so they can get a break. Not 
that they want to be injured, but 
mentally they just need to get 
awdyforawhflb." 1 ■ 

, Mayhew said Anddand, who 
cocSributed 11 players to the All 
Blacks for their eight Tfests from 
June to September, are one of 
the' worst affected sides in the 
National Provincial Champi- 
onships because of the intensi- 
ty and length of the season. 

^They went through the Su- 
agr 12, played and won the Su- 
12 final then had a lot of 
players in the All Blacks, and 
now they're having to play in a 
todgh NPC competition,” he 
said. 

Mayhew said the All Blacks 
coach. John Hart, is aware of the 
drain on his leading payers and 
is doing all he can to ensure the 
tininsts will be refreshed by the 
tinte they arrive in Britain. May- 
hew is relieved the Tfest squad 
not be put in such a stress- 
fifposition again, leading into 
.•iiij.999 World Cup. 

Next year I think we only 
seven Tbstssnd no end-of- 


year tour, and that will make it 
more bearable for the players," 
he said. 

Australia's provincial rugby 
union players have been guar- 
anteed minimimi sa la ries of 
£25,000 under a historic agree- 
ment with officials. 

More than 100 players from 
the three provincial sides and 
a selected squad of 6Iite na- 
tional team players will bene- 
fit following the conclusion of 
year-long negotiations. 

Also included in the agree- 
ment is a clause which guaran- 
tees full payment of player’s 
annual contracts regardless of 
injury. 

The Players' Association 
president, Ibny Dempsey, said 
the deal, tire first of its kind in 
rugby union, was based on an 
agreement used : ih • American 
football. 

“It’s been a tong hard road 
for us. It’s the culmination, of 
12 months hard work and Fd 
reckon 50 or 60 meetings with 
the Unions to get this for,” 
Dempsey said. 

“We didn't get all the things 
our own way but we got all the 
things we wanted through. 
There is no other agreement 
like this in the rugby world." 
# Scotland lock Stewart Camp- 
bell makes a welcome return to 
tbe Caledonia Reds squad as 
they prepare for Saturday’s fi- 
nal European Cup pool m atch 
at f taiw.lli. The 13-times capped 
second row has recovered from 
a spiral fracture of a finger 
which has forced him to miss the 
Reds’ first five group matches. 
Stand-off Bryan Eason is also 
back in the parly for a match 
which Caly must win to stand a 
chance of reaching the quarter- 

final play-offs. 


gle by blaming his balance- 
sheet problems on the number 
of matches sardined into a 
chaotic fixture list. 

“I have lost millions through 
my involvement,” he said. “The 
top dubs are being forced to shut 
down on nine hiaaiive weekends 
to accommodate four pre- 
Christmas internationals and 
the Frve Nations’ Championship, 
which is crazy. A professional 
spent cannot limp along like the; 
the major investors will not 
pump in money season after sea- 
son if dub games are going to be 
disrupted." 

Both dubs are not alone in 
their discomfort. One recent es- 
timate put the combined op- 
erating losses of England's 
top-flight dubs at £15m and al- 
though all but a couple have 
managed to attract substantial 
sugar-daddy investment, there 
are disturbing signs that the 
novelty & beginning to wear off. 

Harlequins have lost their 
original “fat cat”, John Beck- 
with, after only a single season's 
involvement. Beckwith, who 
pumped £3m into the Sloop last 
year, has sold his share of the 
club to Duncan Savflle, an Aus- 
tralian businessman, although 
he retains a 10 per cent inter- 
est Savflle, who has invested an 
extra £lm, now owns 39 per 
cent of Quins, with the out- 
standing 51 per cent in the 
hands of the trustees. 

The new deal will ease the 
worries of a dub which shefled 
out £1.5m in wages and tost a 
seven-figure sum last season, 
but Williams, a chartered ac- 
countant, believes there is ur- 
gent need for action on a muted 
front “The potential from rug- 
by is huge, but not instanta- 
neous,” he said “The 
overheads are instantaneous, 
however. If, for example, New- 
castle make a big purchase, this 
has a rippling effect down to 
other dubs.” 

Newcastle, who sent the 
money-go-round spinning off 
the fete afthe earth by sighing 
another New Zealander, 
Va’aiga Tuigamala, on a 
Brooke-sized contract midway 
through last season, are unlikely 
to be impressed by Wfltiams’ 
[flea for a salary cap. Sir John 
Halt tbe Geordies’ fiercety in- 
dependent owner, is convinced 
that hard cash will bring tangi- 
ble rewards. 

But he may well support 
Wray's push for a revamped fix- 
ture list loaded in favour of tbe 
professional dubs. Wray wants 
to limit England's pre-Christ- 
mas activity to two interna- 
tionals and backs a shorter, 
sharper Five Nations format. 

“The fixture schedule does 
not give us a level playing field 
and without a club system, 
there is no basis for invest- 
ment,” he said “But I believe 
we could be in a healthy posi- 
tion in five years if we get the 
right leadership.” 


World champion stands in Boardman’s way 


Britam’s former world cycling 
fife-trial champion, Chris 
BqJirdinan, most beat the reign- 
ing' champion, Alex Zufle of 
Switzerland, in San Sebastian, 
Spain, todayif he is to reclaim 
his crown. : 

: last year’s title in 

Dftjsanne 10 days after winning 


SPORTING DIGEST 


the Tour of Spain and he goes 
into today's 11 days after vic- 
tory in the same event 

The 29 -year-old Swiss rider 
was forced to retire from the 
Tour of France in the summer 
when he fell on his broken col- 
lar-bone. But the lay-off has 


ter than most riders, and be 
said: “Tve come here to win. 1 
don’t want another season like 
that but the rest did help 
Russia’s Viadbeslav Ekimov, 
another major contender, may 
not be fit after a training crash 
which left him needing six 
stitches in his scalp. 







Greg Rusedski hits out during fits 7-6, 6-4 win over the Ukraine^ Andrei Medvedev in Vienna yesterday Photograph: Jacqueline Godany/Reurer 

TENN IS 

Rampant Rusedski follows Henman’s lead 


Greg Rusedski joined bis 
British rival Tim Herunan in 
the second round of the CA 
Ttophy in Vienna yesterday 
when he defeated Andrei 
Medvedev in straight sets. 

Rusedski beat the Ukrain- 
ian 7-6, 6-4 in an hour and a 
quarter, after Henman had 
beaten the higher-ranked 
Spaniard Ffclix Mantilla 6-4, 
4-6, 6-4. ' 

There were no breaks of 
serve in the first set before 
Rusedski, the world No 4, won 
it on a tie-break with his third 
set point He had already saved 
three set points himsdfbefore 
Medvedev dumped a second 
serve return into tbe net. 

The British No 1 then 
broke serve in the ninth game 
of the second set and won on 
his third match point 


Earlier, Henman, ranked 21 
in the world, eased through tbe 
first set, but struggled in the sec- 
ond as the Spaniard, the world 
No 14, began to pull out some 
excellent passing shots. 

Henman served three dou- 
ble-faults in the sixth game of 
that set, which he duly lost, 
and it looked then as if the 
British player was on his way 
out But, in the final set, Hen- 
man took the game to Man- 
tilla, producing a wide variety 
of shots, which led to him 
breaking the Spaniard’s serve 
in the seventh game. 

This proved crucial as both 
players held serve for the rest 
of the match, Henman even- 
tually clinching victory on tbe 
first of his three match points. 

“1 was very happy with ray 
game up until 64, 3-2 But then 


I made three double-faults 
and gained just one more 
game in the set," Henman 
said. T knew he had had all his 

best results on day and I knew 
be was a very solid player." 

Henman now meets Swe- 
den’s Jan Apell, who is ranked 
727th after three shoulder 
operations kept him out of tbe 
game for more than a year. 

The French Open cham- 
pion, Gustavo Kuerten, be- 
came the third seed to be 
eliminated when be lost 6-4, 
6-4 in the second round to 
Czech Bohdan Ulihrach yes- 
terday. The hard-court tour- 
nament has already lost its two 
top seeds, Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov and Sergi Brnguera, in 
fbyefixstround,\eavingRused- 
ski and Goran Ivanisevic as the 
favourites. 


Kuerten, 21, the fifth seed 
and world No 11, was visibly 
exhausted from his three-set 
battle against Spam’s Albert 
Costa on Tuesday - his first 
match since injuring his ankle 
at the Grand Slam Cup in Mu- 
nich. 

Chris Wilkinson lost his 
second-round match in the 
Singapore Open yesterday. 
The British No 3 was beaten 
6-4, 6-3 by the rising German 
player, Nicolas Kiefer, but was 
not downhearted by the result. 

“The tournament is going 
fine and 1 am playing welL 
British tennis is getting better 
all the time and that's a cred- 
it to everyone involved in the 
game,” he said. 

“Tennis is pretty much an 
open sport at the moment. 
Even here we have seen No 1 


seed Michael Chang and 
Mark Wbodforde both go out 
at the first-round stage." 

Wilkinson will be looking 
for timber success in the dou- 
bles tournament where be 
has reached the quarter-finals 
with the American David 
Wheaton. 

Willtinsoh wfli be involved 
in the British National Cham- 
pionships in Telford next 
month and expects the success 
of Britain’s top two players to 
inspire a host of youngsters to 
come through in years to come. 

“The success of Thu Hen- 
man and Greg Rusedski has 
been a great inspiration for the 
youngsters in this country,'' be 
said. “It’s been great for the 
British team and other play- 
ers are doing well on the back 
of their success." 


Uoyd threatens to resign as Davis Cup captain after dispute over contract 


Britain^ campaign for a 
return to the Davis Cup 
World Group gained 
momentum with yesterday’s 
draw, a second-round tie at 
home against Denmark or 
Ukraine next April. But, as 
John Roberts reports, there is a 
hint of unrest in the camp. 


While Greg Rusedski and Tim Hen- 
mao continued, the quest to raise 
their world rankings in Vienna yes- 
terday, David Uoyd, at the Davis Cup 
draw in London, threatened to walk 
out as Britain’s captain. 

Expressing disappointment with 
the progress of negotiations for a new 


contract with tbe Lawn Tennis Asso- 
ciation when his current agreement ex- 
pires next March, Lloyd said: “We are 
in discussion, but at present they are 
only offering me an extension to the 
end of 1998. I’ve called for a three-year 
business plan to win the Davis Clip and 
I would like the UEA to give me a vote 
of confidence for that period. I want 
to lead the team, but if the players 
don’t want me I would walk.” 

Uoyd made his point after Britain 
bad drawn an opportunity to climb out 
of the Euro-African Group and be- 
come one of the 6 Lite 16 in tbe World 
Group. Seeded and given a bye in the 
first round, Britain win play Denmark 
or Ukraine at home in the second 
round next April. Victory would put 
Britain in a promotion play-off for the 
World Group. 


Underlining his belief that Rused- 
ski and Henman, backed by “some up 
and comingyoungsteis", could win the 
Davis Cup for Britain in three years, 
Uoyd said: “It would be bigger than 
any individual winning a tournament, 
with tbe exception of Wimbledon. It 
will be like lifting the Ryder Cup.’’ 

John Crowther, the LTAs executive 
director, said: “We are right behind 
David and we are happy to confirm 
that we are trying to keep him. The 
simple fact of the matter is that 
David’s contract expires in March 
next year. The LEA wishes to extend 
his contract We remain committed to 
David remaining as captain of the 
Davis Cup team and we are in the 
process of negotiating with him. We 
are not prepared to conduct negotia- 
tions with David through the media.” 


Newcastle, London and Telford are 
being considered as possible venues for 
tbe tie in April. Britain, it will be re- 
membered, defeated Ukraine on a clay 
court in Kiev last July. “It's a good 
draw," Uoyd said, “hut with the play- 
ers we’ve got we shouldn't be fright- 
ened of anybody " He added, however, 
that he was “pleased we've avoided 
Croatia with Goran Ivanisevic." 

The United States and Russia, 
who contested the 1995 final in 
Moscow, are drawn to meet in the first 
round of the World Group in ApriL 
“We hope to site the match near a large 
metropolitan area where there is a 
large Russian population to keep 
guests happy,” Harry Marmion, pres- 
ident of the United States Tennis 
Association, said. How times have 
changed. 
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Olympic Games 

The British Olympic Association is to 
move its summer sports training 
headquarters from ThHahassee to 
DtaTe^WlcteWtxldQfSportsconi- 
ptex. and nearby south Lake Coun- 
ty; h central Ftorida. 
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Rugby Union 

i bun Botham. West HatHepoofe uv 
sattled Ehgbito Uhder-21 centra has 
been offered a one- month trial by 
Carctft 

Blnbur^i Academicals have dted a 
Glasnow Hawks player Wowing a 
punowig incident diiing Saudayk 
rratCh that left their undar-21 h- 


tomatlonal. Craig Murray; requiring 
plastic surgery to repair hedstgirea 
fac& Uuray who asa hadto have IS 
stitches Inserted atxwe his eye, Is now 
Beefy to be out of the gams ftar up to 

sight weeks. 

Argentina have named four Englsh- 
based players in thrir squad for this 
manttfe Latin Cup competition. Bath 
forwards Federico Mendez and Ger- 
man Uanes, ptusthe Richmond pair 
Augustin Ptchct and Ftotando Martin 
are selected for matches against 
France, Italy and ftomaria between 
18-26 October. 
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Tennis 

The WTATour w* lose Its main sporv- 
sot; the Canadten computer compa- 
ny Corel Corporation, when their 
currant contract emires at the end of 
the 1998 season. The contract was 
worth between $*>m p&4m) to St2m 
to the womenls tar. 
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fixtures 

Football 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINA- 
TION Brat Division: Norwich v 
Crystal Pataca (730}. 

Speedway 

INDtVPUAL: BSy Ssndara itemor- 
WBDphy(lpswk3i). 

Other sports 

GOLF: World Malchplay Ch&mpi- 

cnihip (Wentworth). 


CA TROPHY RIOrSTOURNAMSrT (Vtan- 
na) Mm's Wnghw. test round: M Norman 
(Sara) bt D PrinooltQar) 6-2 74; T Henman 
(OB) « F MantlB E-* G RvtwJ- 

sM (08) M A MedmdW (Uh) T* Sco 
ond round: B UBsach fCz Rap) bl G Kuerim 
(&) B-4 &4; M Lsrsson (Swa) blT Enqvfat 
rS v w rt 7-5 6*4 

WW TOUfMAHENT (pUenmH, 

Sri*, lint route: A Costa* (SA)M B 
WOrtiy (NWh) 7-6 6-1; R Q**W»S 
■ftgnjd fv; 7-B &a Second rtxavt P anny- 
der pw) tt l Majol (Crea) 6-2 6-a 


TODAY'S NUMBER. 


4,300,000 

The number of doiars in 
prize-money [£2.7m] - a 
record - that wffl be on of- 
fer lor next yearls Beach 
Volleyball World Tour. 
There wi be 16 mansard 
V womens events with 
the prize-money being d- 
vided into $ism and 
$L72m respectively. 
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Woosnam sours Ryder success by criticising Ballesteros 


The euphoria, which 
surrounded European 
golfs thrilling Ryder Cup 
triumph was somewhat 
punctured yesterday 
when Ian Woosnam 
broke ranks to reveal 
that he had not enjoyed 
the tournament and 
launched a scathing 
attack on Seve 
Ballesteros's style of 
captaincy. Andy Farrell 
reports from 
Wentworth. 


1 


Vktoiy apart, Ian Woosnam did 
not exactly enjoy his eighth 
Ryder Cup. The reason, he 
firmly believes, was Seve Balles- 
teros's style of captaincy,, as he 
revealed in no uncertain terms 
yesterday when he became the 
first team member to sour the 
success with critical comments. 

Clearly from the school that 
believes that if you don’t like the 
way some thing is done, do it 
yourself, Woosnam has thrown 
his hat in the ring to take over 
from the Spaniard as ca ptain for 
the nest match in 1999, 

Ballesteros did not overuse 
Woosnam at Vhiderrama, but 
the Welshman does not know 
why. The 39-year-old has the 


best fourball record in the his- 
tory of the event, with 10 wins 
in 14 outings* but he played only 
once, winning with Thomas 
Bjorn, before the angles, where 
he collapsed to Fred Couples 
Sand 7. 

Woosnam, who today faces 
Jesper Famevik in the first 
round of the World Match Play 
Championship here, is stOl fax 
from a state of gruntlemenL 
Bristling, more like it. 

“I have been part of the Ry- 
der Cup team many times and 
I didn’t particularly enjoy it this 
time,” he said. “I was on a high 
after we won and l felt very 
pleased for the lads who had 
not played before. But I had 


FOOTBALL 


Eternal optimists 
arrive in Eternal City 


The England players 
have arrived in Rome full 
of confidence for 
Saturday's crucial World 
Cup qualifier against 
Italy. However, /on Ridley 
finds some old hands are 
cautioning against 
complacency. 


England have sometimes ar- 
rived in Italy in the past on a 
wing and a prayer. Last night 
they landed in Rome with wing- 
backs and a certainty in their 
ability to secure at least the 
draw they need to reach next 
summer’s finals from Saturday’s 
crucial World Cup qualifying 
match at the Olympic Stadium. 

The theme of the week so far 
seems to have been how confi- 
dent English players are now, 
given the showing of Euro "96, 
the gradual improvement dur- 
ing their Group Two qualifying 
matches and recent results in 
European club competition, 
notably Manchester United’s 
victory over Italian champions 
Juventus last week. Eternal op- 
timism for the Eternal City. 

There does seem a brash- 
ness and absence of fear with- 
in the England squad, notably 
among the younger players. 
David Beckham, one of Unit- 
ed’s tiros, went even further, be- 
lieving that expectations of 
victory are not far-fetched. 
“We are not scared," he insist- 
ed. “At United, Alex Ferguson 
breeds us to win. 

“I think there is a new feel- 
ing, not just in the players but 
through the country with the 
fans who have been watching us 
for the past couple of years." he 
added. And the prospect of 
playing as right wing-back and 
confronting Paolo Maldini? 


“Great player, but I don’t fear 
anyone." 

The experienced England 
watcher always bristles at such 
hostage to fortune stuff, which 
recalls the opening titles of 
Dad's Army and that triangular 
Union Flag snapping defiant- 
ly at the Continent before with- 
drawing. From the comfort of 
one’s own country, crowing 
does come easy. Once there, the 
size of Lhe task suddenly be- 
comes apparent. 

It has been left to some of 
Lhe older heads to counsel 
against confidence turning to 
complacency. Paul lace, veter- 
an of two seasons with In- 
ternazionale, has already 
spoken this week of how dan- 
gerous the wounded Italians 
will be now that they need vic- 
tory to go through automati- 
cally. The England goalkeeping 
coach, Ray Gemence, believes 
that silencing the crowd will be 
the important initial task. 

“The Italians will believe 
they can win this game, but be- 
cause they are a very proud na- 
tion, if it doesn’t go right for 
them, the crowd can turn on the 
players quite quickly.” said 
Clemence, who returned to 
Rome to win the European Cup 
with Liverpool in 1977 having 
lost 2-0 with England the pre- 
vious year in an equally epic en- 
counter. 

“If you can turn the crowd 
on their own team, you are 
heading in the right direction 
to get a result. The atmosphere 
will be electric and it will be 
about players who have played 
big games for their clubs and 
know how to handle the situa- 
tion," Gemence said. 

Temperament wfll thus be 
important and Beckham be- 
lieves his will stand the test hav- 
ing re -examined himself after 
his suspension from the sum- 
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ACROSS 

I Pay for some dental work? 
YbuTl never get oyer it_t 10) 

6 Club husband’s joined in 
the city (4) 

10 Seemingly endless hassle fi- 
nally leads to rental 
arrangement (7) 

I I Tawdry souvenir one mis- 
laid. being somewhat edgy 

12 Court pursuing underworld 

in France and Spain to 
eliminate filth (9) 


13 Ambition lately associated 
with the aestival solstice. 


14 Switzerland always given 
roar of encouragement: (51 
L5 So uncle is out to secure 
some privacy? (9) 

17 Greek character returning 
to university in Lombardy, 
for instance, » shunned (9) 


20 Suggest merely obliterating 
the first hit? (5) 

21 Digital process in which we 
find hitch? (5) 

23 One worker's about to lake 
refuge in mission — most 
peculiar (9) 

25 Battered neolith suggestive 
of special means of com- 
munication (7) 

26 Publication is taking legal 
action 17) 

27 Pawn each, with king — 
that's the point (4) 

2R Terms for US students — 
those who attempt to pen 
Middle English stanza? 
(10) 

DOWN 

1 Runners not members of 
the hatting side (5) 

2 Fail to demonstrate one's 
up in the job? (9) 

Small unstable country 
whieti needs a hand? (6.K) 


4 Complaint from one given 
lines reaching the Head (7] 

5 Conremed with heredity, 
etc. in early stages of em- 
bryo growth. pussihls »7) 

7 Terminal One — a delay, 
initially upsetting (5) 

8 To entertain American 
headmaster, dear, is the 
price «f silence (4-5) 

9 A job getting Ulster politi- 
cians lo be bnuhers? (5.9) 

14 Suit and shirt ruined in 


palace revolution? (9) 
16 vague promise ice will 


iigue prnmisc kc will 
melt, nothing less (9) 

18 Left with one question on 

European drink (7) 

19 Pragmatic altitude is re- 
quired in the province (7) 

22 Insult rather ton much for 
right-wing extremist (5) 

24 To use chemical weapon is 
indicative of old habits (5 1 


been there before. It was just 
another one for me. Just a 
memory. 

“I would just like to have 
had a reason why I didn’t play 
more. Seve did not talk to me 
about it, not even on the Sun- 
day night If he had said to me 
I am not playing well, or asked 
what my feelings were I would 
have felt a bit happier about it” 

Not being told he was not 
playing was what upset Woos- 
nam most. “It wasn't just me,” 
be said. “Everybody was in the 
same boat. Seve had his own 
way of doing it” 

When Ballesteros bad said 
his players could find out on 
television who was playing, it 


was not a joke, apparently. 
“That was right At the end of 
the day it worked, yeah,” Wbos- 
nam sighed. 

“If I was captain, I would be 
more in touch with my players. 
I would be wanting to feel how 
they were feeling. Give them 
the opportunity if they weren't 
playing well to say, T am not 
playin g that well'. In all the Ry- 
der Cups I played before, there 
has been c ommuni cation. I just 
didn’t feel there was any this 
time." 

A decision on who takes 
over from Ballesteros, who 
stated immediately after the 
match at Vfelderrama that he 
wanted to return to the ranks, 


may be deferred until the qual- 
ifying for the 1 999 majeh starts 
next September. 

“I will have to see how I go, 
but I would love to be captain,” 
Woosnam said. “It would be 
something great to do.” . 

Ballesteros, who is playing 
with Jose Maria Olazabal in the 
Open Novotel Perrier Four-ball 
in Bordeaux the week, did not 
agree with Woosnam. He said: 
“I think I was a good captain. 
I talked to the players alpt and 
asked them their opinions, 
though I always had die final 
decision. I did what I thought 
was best for the team. I gave 
them 100 percent." \ 

The view ofat least one oth- 


er player immediately after the 
event was at odds with Woos- 
nam’s. Antonio: Garrido, a 
compatriot of Ballesteros who 
was playing in his first Ryder 
Cup, said: “He was not a cap- 
tain, he was like -a father for us. 
. We j)ut our hands on the clubs 
but he was the one who played 
the shots.” - 

- Woosnam, who won the 
\folvo PGA on the same course 
here in May, has been World 
Match Play champion twice 
but his chance of calling the 
shots this time is diminished by 

the prospect of facing the three- 
time defending champion 
Ernie Els, who awaits the win- 
ner of Woosnam’s match 


' against Pameyik in Fridays 
second round. . -. •- i 

The South African. is^ n^ 

competition and the saturau^j 
course should suit the powerlS 
27-year-old even more 
usual. He Is also fresh from'a 

five-week break. f- 

“Wentworth has ib&sngQqd 
to me in the pasL? Ss sakL 
“I’ve got no idea wffy-T enjoy 
the golf course and, in match- 
play. I just go out to beaijtgp 
other guy.” . :.W 

The 36-hole format help*; 
especially when you can over- 
turn a six-hole, deficit at 
lunchtime, as Els dieEagainjjj 
Steve Strieker last year. • 


mer game against Brazil and 
having spoken to his club man- 
ager after the recent United 
game against West Ham when, 
for a while, it was dear that 
taunts about Beckham's girl- 
friend, Spice Girl Victoria 
Adams, had upset him. 

“The manager has spoken to 
me about playing my game and 
the opponents, not the fans but 
1 don't think there is a problem 
there really. It’s going to be re- 
ally hyped up on Saturday and 
bard to control your reaction 
but it’s England here, not a Sun- 
day league team so I have got 
to control myself,” he said. 

Hoddte clearly believes he 
will and believes, indeed, that 
Beckham and his young Unit- 
ed team-mates are more than 
capable of meeting the chal- 
lenge. “The United players are 
certainly in advance of their 
years as footballers, that’s for 
sure," he said. 

He preferred, too, to cast out 
the past mistakes of England in 
Italy, or indeed in not qualify- 
ing for previous Wfarld Cup fi- 
nals. This year and next will be 
pivotal years for the English 
game, the Football Associa- 
tion’s new technical director, 
Howard Wilkinson, said last 
week and Hoddle agrees. 

“This game is all about the 
future,” he said, although he 
shrugged off questions about it 
being a turning point in Eng- 
lish football’s development. 
That, he said, has been a grad- 
ual process. "If we change the 
structure and concentrate on 
the youngsters, I can see us get- 
ting better tactically and tech- 
nically,” be added. 

“The long-bail game had 
some success because of the 
rigid 4-4-2 system. That’s wbal 
was so sad about our football. I 
always thought that if ever I was 
a coach I would do it differcnt- 



Cesare Makfini, the Italian coach, prepares Gianfranco Zola (left) for Saturday^ crucial World Cup game in training yesterday 


ly. In the last five years since we 
have changed the shape of the 
pitch, as I term it. with some- 
times three at the back and 
sometimes one upfront, we have 
been catching up with Italy, 
Spain and France. It was only 
mentally that you had to break 
down barriers with our players. 

“We now have the defenders 
who can play in a back four or 
a three and strikers who can dmp 


into midfield. We have more 
agility on our defensive side. Sol 
Campbell, for example, has got 
that mobility and 1 think we will 
get letter once we change the 
thinking right through from 
eight lo 15-year-olds. We will see 
in 10 years’ lime." 

There was a conviction to 
Hoddle's words, which is clear- 
ly matched by his playe rs - and 
ii had nothing to do with the 


Italian photographer seeking 
compensation from Paul Gas- 
coigne after a court case in 
Rome and whom England’s 
security presence was seeking 
lo avoid as the squad was last 
night whisked to its training 
complex just outside the city, 
where it will spend the next 
three days. They had, it 
seemed, shed the excess bag- 
gage of Lhe past. 


Gascoigne ‘could be locked up’ 


Paul Gascoigne could find him- 
self being detained by Italian 
police ns he prepares to face 
Italy in England's crucial World 
Cup qualifier, a lawyer in Italy 
claimed yesterday. 

Gascoigne's legal troubles 
date back to his spell at Lazio 
and an incident in Rome's city 
centre on 27 January. 1994, 
when he assaulted a paparazzi 
photographer. Lino Nanni. 

Gascoigne was convicted in 
his absence on 17 March this 
year and given a suspended 
jail sentence ol' three months. 
However. Nanni’s lawyer Ed- 
mondo Zappacosla told the 
Gazzeita detlo Spun that they 
now want to use Gascoigne's 
presence in Rome to press 


their case for compensation. 

Questioned over what could 
be his next move. Zappacosla 
said: "Asking the judge for the 
player to be detained as a pre- 
cautionary measure. My cUem 
and I are evaluating the situation, 
but we don't want lo have to re- 
sort to making any dramatic en- 
trances. like at the stadium. 

“Gascoigne has been notified 
at every stage of the case, hut has 
always ignored the affair. He 
hasn't even appointed a lawyer, 
which has had to be dune for 
him. All we are asking for today 
is a gesture of goodwill. Because 
one thing is certain, sooner or tal- 
er the player will haw to pay 
Nanni damages. There is no es- 
caping Italian justice." 


EU attack on 
pay television 


Sliding tackle under threat 


Fifa has called for players to 
banned from launching them- 
selves into tackles, to protect 
the game's most gifted players. 

“We absolutely have to take 
out aggression, especially in 
games where a lot is at stake." 
Scpp Blatter, secretary-gener- 
al of football's world ruling 
body, said yesterday, adding 
that Fifa shuuld “bun all this 
sliding". “Players like Ronaldo 
are being kicked to pieces these 
days and that is not acceptable." 


Blatter said the issue had al- 
ready been raised with Fifa’s In- 
ternational Board and would he 
fully discussed next March. 

He also said Fifa hope in 
tighten the laws on back-pass- 
es so that goalkeepers will not 
he able lo handle passes head- 
ed to them in the 199S World 
Cup finals in France. 

He added that Fifa want to 
introduce professional referees 
in league's worldwide, “be- 
tween nowand lhevear2IJU0." 


European Union officials have 
strongly criticised the trend 
which has seen crucial football 
matches - such as Saturday's 
World Cup qualifier between 
England and Italy - move to pay 
television stations. 

That trend is likely to con- 
tinue with Fifa, lhe sport's world 
governing body, planing to lim- 
it guaranteed free and live trans- 
mission of 21102 World Cup to 
just four of the 64 games. 

“People should have access 
free of charge," the European 
Union Commissioner Karel Vim 
Miert said. “1 really cannot 
imagine that people would only 
be able to receive such events 
through pay television." The 15 
EU nations are expected to ap- 
prove proposals that would 
guarantee EU citizens the right 
in watch major sporting events 
live and free on television. 

# Ucfa has split the fixtures for 
the fifth round of the Champi- 
ons' League games into two 
nights. With no Cup-Winners’ 
Cup matches scheduled for 
Thursday 27 Novemher, half of 
the 12 Champions' League 
games scheduled for Wednesday 
26 have been put hack 24 hours. 
Newcastle will visit Barcelona on 
the Wednesday, while Man- 
chester United will entertain 
Kosice on the Thursday. 
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